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AS WE GATHER

In Advent we prepare for the “advent,” or coming of the Lord our Savior.
He first came in the flesh at Christmas, the fulfillment of all the 
prophecies of the Old Testament. More than that, however, He also 
comes to us today in His Word and Sacraments. Then, as at His first 
coming, we also gather now in patient anticipation of His final coming in
the day of the resurrection of all flesh. This year we are encouraged by 
the example of the patient waiting of three women in the Old Testament. 
The first is Sarah, the wife of Abraham, our father in faith, and the 
mother of Isaac. The second is the unnamed wife of Manoah and mother 
of Samson, the great “savior judge” and deliverer of God’s people. 
Finally is Hannah, the wife of Elkanah and mother of Samuel. All of 
these prepare us for Mary and the virgin birth of Jesus, the Son of God. 
As each of these women had no prospect of bearing a child yet had the 
gift of faith that nothing is impossible with God, so the Scriptures enable 
us to exercise the patience of faith under whatever trials beset us. This 
patience makes Advent a season of hope.

Today we are encouraged by the gift of Samson and the faith of his 
mother in the word of the Angel of the Lord, the Word and promise of 
God.

HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LW 31

 VESPERS 

Pastor: O Lord, open my lips,
People: and my mouth will declare Your praise.
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Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
People: make haste to help me, O Lord.

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.

OFFICE HYMN 
“For All the Faithful Women”  
Sts. 1, stanza below, 3 & 4: HS98 880 

We sing of Samson’s mother
Whose faith was in Your Word,
Her silent prayer has answered
The bareness she had feared.
Help us to pray unceasing
In groans too deep for words,
Your Spirit’s strength increasing
Our hope in You, O Lord.

Text: Allen Lunneberg. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
[Permission is granted to reproduce this text for use until February 23, 2020. The above copyright notice must 
appear on each reproduction.]

READING James 5:7–11

Pastor: A reading from the Letter of James.

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us.
People: Thanks be to God.

READING Judges 13:2–24

Pastor: A reading from the Book of Judges.

Pastor: O Lord, have mercy on us.
People: Thanks be to God.
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RESPONSORY Jeremiah 23:5a, 6

Pastor: Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD,
when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch.

People: This is the name by which He will be called:
The LORD Is Our Righteousness.

Pastor: In His days Judah will be saved,
and Israel will dwell securely.

People: This is the name by which He will be called:
The LORD Is Our Righteousness.

Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.

People: This is the name by which He will be called:
The LORD Is Our Righteousness.

SERMON

OFFERING

CANTICLE

Pastor: Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
People: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

HYMN “Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord”
HS98 909

KYRIE

People: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have 
mercy.

LORD’S PRAYER

People:  Our Father who art in heaven,
                         hallowed be Thy name,
                         Thy kingdom come,
                         Thy will be done on earth
                         as it is in heaven;
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                         give us this day our daily bread;
                         and forgive us our trespasses
                         as we forgive those 
                         who trespass against us;
                         and lead us not into temptation,
                         but deliver us from evil.

 For Thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.

COLLECTS

Pastor: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your 
only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be 
enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God, You send servants from among Your 
people with strength to defend us in times of suffering and
trouble; we thank You for Samson of old and the strength 
of faith You gave to his mother in the face of emptiness 
and sadness. Sustain us with the same faith inspired by 
Your Word, that we never doubt the mercy and 
deliverance You promise; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People: Amen.

Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 
counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that
peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be
set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

People: Amen.
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BENEDICAMUS

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

Pastor: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

People: Amen.

HYMN “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” LW 15

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.
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