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AS WE GATHER 

 

In Advent we prepare for the “advent,” or coming of the Lord our 

Savior. He first came in the flesh at Christmas, the fulfillment of all the 

prophecies of the Old Testament. More than that, however, He also 

comes to us today in His Word and Sacraments. Then, as at His first 

coming, we also gather now in patient anticipation of His final coming in 

the day of the resurrection of all flesh. This year we are encouraged by 

the example of the patient waiting of three women in the Old Testament. 

The first is Sarah, the wife of Abraham, our father in faith, and the 

mother of Isaac. The second is the unnamed wife of Manoah and mother 

of Samson, the great “savior judge” and deliverer of God’s people. 

Finally is Hannah, the wife of Elkanah and mother of Samuel. All of 

these prepare us for Mary and the virgin birth of Jesus, the Son of God. 

As each of these women had no prospect of bearing a child yet had the 

gift of faith that nothing is impossible with God, so the Scriptures enable 

us to exercise the patience of faith under whatever trials beset us. This 

patience makes Advent a season of hope. 

 

Today we rejoice in the beginning of God’s fulfillment of His promise to 

Abraham as He gives the patriarch Isaac, even in the face of our doubt 

and impatience. 

 

HYMN “Come, O Precious Ransom”   LW 34 

 

 

 VESPERS  

 

Pastor:  O Lord, open my lips, 

People: and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
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Pastor:  Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

People: make haste to help me, O Lord. 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, King who 

comes to save us. 

 

PSALM Psalm 40:1–10; antiphon: Isaiah 25:9  

 

It will be said | on that day,* 

“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He 

might | save us. 

This is the LORD; we have wait- | ed for Him,* 

let us be glad and rejoice in His sal- | vation.” 

 

I waited patiently | for the LORD;* 

He inclined to me and | heard my cry. 

He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the | 

miry bog,* 

and set my feet upon a rock, making my | steps secure. 

 

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise | to our 

God.* 

Many will see and fear, and put their trust | in the LORD. 

Blessed is the man who makes the | LORD his trust,* 

who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray af- 

| ter a lie! 

 

You have multiplied, O LORD my God, Your wondrous 

deeds and Your thoughts toward us; none can com- | pare 

with You!* 

I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than | 

can be told. 

Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but You have 

given me an | open ear.* 

Burnt offering and sin offering You have | not required. 

 

Then I said, “Behold, | I have come;* 
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in the scroll of the book it is writ- | ten of Me: 

I desire to do Your will, | O my God;* 

Your law is with- | in my heart.” 

 

I have told the glad news of deliverance in the great 

congre- | gation;* 

behold, I have not restrained my lips, as You know, | O 

LORD. 

I have not hidden Your deliverance within my heart; I 

have spoken of Your faithfulness and Your sal- | vation;* 

I have not concealed Your steadfast love and Your 

faithfulness from the great congre- | gation.  

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

It will be said | on that day,* 

“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, that He 

might | save us. 

This is the LORD; we have wait- | ed for Him,* 

let us be glad and rejoice in His sal- | vation. 

 

 

OFFICE HYMN  “For All the Faithful Women”  Sts. 1, stanza below, 

                                                                                 3–4: HS98 880  

According to Your promise 

To Abraham of old 

You did not leave them hopeless 

Gave Isaac as foretold. 

With Sarah lift our spirits 

By Your assuring Word 

That faith not doubt within us 

Give hope abundant, Lord. 

 
Text: Allen Lunneberg. Copyright © 2019 Concordia Publishing House. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 

[Permission is granted to reproduce this text for use until February 23, 2020. 

The above copyright notice must appear on each reproduction.] 
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READING Hebrews 11:1–3, 8, 11–12 

 

Pastor:  A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. 

 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

READING Genesis 21:1–7 

 

Pastor: A reading from the First Book of Moses commonly called 

Genesis. 

 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORY Jeremiah 23:5a, 6 

 

Pastor: Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, 

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 

People: This is the name by which He will be called: 

The LORD Is Our Righteousness. 

 

Pastor: In His days Judah will be saved, 

and Israel will dwell securely. 

People: This is the name by which He will be called: 

The LORD Is Our Righteousness. 

 

Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 

People: This is the name by which He will be called: 

The LORD Is Our Righteousness. 

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

CANTICLE 

 

Pastor:  Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

People: and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
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HYMN “Sing Praise to the God of Israel” HS98 908 

 

KYRIE 

 

People: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have 

mercy. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, 

                         hallowed be Thy name, 

                         Thy kingdom come, 

                         Thy will be done on earth 

                         as it is in heaven; 

                         give us this day our daily bread; 

                         and forgive us our trespasses 

                         as we forgive those  

                         who trespass against us; 

                         and lead us not into temptation, 

                         but deliver us from evil. 

  For Thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECTS 

 

Pastor: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your 

protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils 

of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: O God, by the spiritual fruit of patience, You enabled 

blessed Sarah of old to hope in You even in the face of 

her doubts and fears. So enable us in our days to believe 

in Your promised deliverance that we may rejoice at 

every blessing You send; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good 

counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, 

being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in 

peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

Pastor:  Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway”  LW 27 
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