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AS WE GATHER 

 

Mystery means something hidden that is now revealed. While 

many “mysteries” surround the Epiphany of Our Lord, Paul 

reminds us of the central mystery of how Gentiles are fellow heirs 

of the promise and partakers in that promise in Christ Jesus. We 

are curious about who these Magi were or the nature of the star 

that led them to the Christ Child, but these fade into the profound 

revelation that Christ is come not for the few but for all—Jew and 

Gentile. Through the proclamation of the Gospel, the Lord calls all 

people into the light of Christ by faith. This was God’s eternal 

purpose, but it was hidden until the right moment when it was fully 

revealed in Christ Jesus, our Lord. So the Church rejoices with 

Peter that God shows no partiality but has provided salvation for 

all through Jesus Christ. 

 

 

HYMN “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the 

Morning” LW 86 

 

 PREPARATION  

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor:  Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 

name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: According to God’s eternal purpose, the Lord Jesus 

Christ was incarnate of the Virgin Mary to suffer 

and die for you and to bring you into communion 

with the Father by the power of the Holy Spirit. In 

Christ, the mystery long hidden has been revealed 

for all to know that we might be brought to faith 

and life in Him. In the name of Christ and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Peace be with you. 

 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

 WORD  

 

 

INTROIT See Bulletin Insert 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  (page 160 in hymnal) 
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SALUTATION 

 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY     See Bulletin Insert 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 60:1–6  

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GRADUAL  See Bulletin Insert 

 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 3:1–12  

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE Alleluia. Where is He who has been born king of 

the Jews? For we saw His star when it rose and 

have come to worship Him. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:1–12   

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

second chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus Has Come and Brings 

Pleasure” LW78   

 

SERMON 

 

 

THE NICENE CREED   (page 166 in hymnal)  

 

 

HYMN “O God of God, O Light of Light” LW 83 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition, the congregation will respond with:  

“Hear Our Prayer” 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY “What Child Is This” LW 61 

 

 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 

PREFACE 

 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.            

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.           

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.         

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden 

from before the foundation of the world You have 

made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, 

being found in the substance of our mortal nature, 

You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS (page 170 in hymnal) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Glorious Father, from You and to You are all 

things, and in You is light and life. As once You 

made known the unfolding mystery of Your saving 

will and purpose, so now let us approach Your 

throne of grace with joy and thanksgiving for the 

sake of Christ, our Lord. Open to us the grace of 

Your Spirit that with faith we meet Him who comes 

to us here in His Holy Supper, fulfilling to us the 

promise of His Word and giving to us His very 

body and blood. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD        

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  
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People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.     

     

Pastor: Remembering His obedient life, His life-giving 

death, and His resurrection never to die again, we 

pray You, O Lord, to keep us in the light of Christ 

all the days of our lives and, we pray You, keep us 

holy and blameless until He comes in glory to bring 

all things to their perfect fulfillment and 

consummation in Christ, our Lord. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

                         hallowed be Thy name, 

                         Thy kingdom come, 

                         Thy will be done on earth 

                         as it is in heaven; 

                         give us this day our daily bread; 

                         and forgive us our trespasses 

                         as we forgive those  

                         who trespass against us; 

                         and lead us not into temptation, 

                         but deliver us from evil. 

  For Thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

PAX DOMINI 

 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI (page 172 in hymnal) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”   LW50 

“As with Gladness Men of Old”  LW 75 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE  (page 173 in hymnal) 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

O Lord, our God, the prophets foretold the coming 

of Your Son, and You revealed the fullness of the 

mystery long hidden when our Lord was born of 

Mary and worshiped by the Magi. Keep us in this 

holy fear and faith all the days of our lives, that 

what You have begun in us be brought to 

fulfillment when Your Son returns in glory to bring 

all things to their perfect consummation; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace.     

People: Amen. 

 

 

HYMN “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” HS 812 
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

 

We ask that our guests sign the guest register near the front 

entrance with your name, address and Church affiliation. May 

the Lord refresh you with peace and love.  

 

In Our Prayers - This week in our prayers we remember our 

nation and our arm services. We pray for all who are sick and 

under the care of a physician. We continue to pray for our shut-ins. 

 

Bulletin Announcements – please contact the Church Secretary 

Wanda Gilbert to have announcements printed in the weekly 

bulletin. You can reach her via the church email address of 

ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com or contact her via phone or text @ 

314-808-0453.  

  

We are taking down the Christmas decorations TODAY after 

church. Lunch will be served. The decorations will be down and 

put away in a short time. Thank you for your help in putting up and 

taking down!! Your help is really appreciated! 

 

The Board of Elders is pleased to announce a more flexible and 

secure congregation directory and record-keeping system: 

Church360 Members from Concordia Publishing House. If we 

have your personal email address on file, you will be receiving a 

message soon containing a link to ebenezer.360members.com. 

Click the link and follow the instructions to set up your password. 

You can specify a username other than your email address, but that 

is optional. Only members and close relatives of Ebenezer 

congregation who have been given permission will be able to see 

our directory. If you do not receive an email from Church360 

within the next week, or if you need help, contact Roland 

Walkenhorst at rolandwalkenhorst@gmail.com or 573-459-6702. 

Once you’ve registered, start exploring the program and watch the 

weekly church bulletin for tips. 

 

Photo taking:  Karen Sprick will be taking pictures for the new 

directory, which will include individual pictures as well as possibly 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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family pictures. If you could take a few minutes to have your 

picture taken before or after church at some service in the next few 

weeks that would be great. Karen would also like to update some 

of the ornaments on the tree in the same process. Thank you for 

your help. 

 

The recycling projects are in full operation. You may continue to 

bring your papers and junk mail to the dumpster, just no 

cardboard or brown paper sacks.  Books and phone books may 

be recycled.  The aluminum recycling is continuing also.  

PLEASE, when you bring cans, make sure to empty them 

completely.  Your help would be greatly appreciated. Thank you 

for your past contributions and for the future ones! 

 

Lutheran Witness Renewals – Please be advised that the 

Lutheran Witness subscriptions will need to be renewed soon. The 

2019 Lutheran Witness subscription is $15.96 for the year. Please 

let Wanda Gilbert know by January 27th if you would like to 

renew or cancel your subscription or have a new subscription. 

 

2019 Offering Envelopes – Members please pick up your offering 

envelopes for next year at the church entrance. The accuracy of 

your contribution record depends on your envelope number being 

correct, so be sure to check it, both on the box’s address label and 

on the envelopes themselves. It should be the same as in 2018. If 

you did not receive your envelopes or if your address is incorrect, 

please contact Roland Walkenhorst at 

rolandwalkenhorst@gmail.com or 573-459-6702. 
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Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday     Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday     Jenny Huellinghoff 

Head Usher Saturday    Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday  Marvin Kassebaum 

Altar Guild  Janice & Lindsay 

Meyer 

 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

 

 

 

December 29 & 30, 2018 

 

Weekly Contributions   $  1,415.00 

Plate               92.00 

Sunday School            24.55 

Sausage Sales              11.25 

Advent Offering                                         20.00   

Aluminum Recycle             12.45 

$  1,575.25 

 

Church Attendance:  

   Saturday Worship     20 

Sunday Worship     68 

 

 

Sunday School Attendance:    

Children       10 

Adults       18 

 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Saturday Worship     3:00 pm 
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