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AS WE GATHER 

 

Preparation is probably on your mind. Christmas is only weeks 

away. There are presents to buy, visits to plan, decorations to put 

up, lights to see, food to cook, and so much more! As we prepare 

for Jesus to come, we reflect on John the Baptist’s words to people 

who asked what they should do to prepare for the Messiah’s 

coming. John says we are to “make His paths straight” by sharing 

food and clothing, by not taking advantage of people, and by being 

content with what the Lord has given us. In the midst of your busy 

preparations, consider these words. 

 

 

 

 PREPARATION  

 

 

HYMN “Hark the Glad Sound” LW 29 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

People: Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES  

 

Pastor:  Christ is coming soon! 

People: He is coming soon indeed! 

 

Pastor:  Prepare the way of the Lord. 

People: Make His paths straight. 

 

Pastor:  Every valley shall be filled, 

People: and every mountain and hill made low. 

 

Pastor:  The crooked shall become straight, 

People: and the rough places shall become level ways. 

 

Pastor:  All flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

People: We wait for Christ’s return and the resurrection 

of all flesh. 

 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is coming soon! 

People: He is coming soon indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

Pastor: On the four Sundays in Advent, we light a new 

candle each week. We mark the four candles with 

these four words: hope, peace, joy, and love. 

Jesus Christ is the hope of the nations. 

 

People: We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we 

hope. 

 

Pastor:  Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace. 

 

People: We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we 

rest. 
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HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” HS 801 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 

Pastor: In the season of Advent, we prepare for Jesus to 

come. As we wait for His coming, we consider how 

unworthy we are to have Jesus in our presence, how 

crooked our world has become, and how unjust are 

our relationships. We come before the Lord in 

humility. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, 

 

People: we confess that we have strayed from Your path. 

We have been selfish and cruel. We have treated 

our neighbors with injustice and prejudice. We 

have oppressed the weak in order to gain power. 

We long to return to You, but how are we to 

return? 

 

Pastor: As John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus, he 

said, “All flesh shall see the salvation of God.” God 

sent Jesus to bring salvation to the world through 

His death and resurrection. This salvation is 

complete, and Christ comes to you once again with 

forgiveness, life, and salvation. Hear these words of 

forgiveness, for they are from Christ Himself: As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

People: Amen. “Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing 

the glory of His name; give to Him glorious 

praise!” 
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 WORD  

 

 

INTROIT (see Bulletin Insert) 

 

KYRIE (p.159 in hymnal) 

 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (see Bulletin Insert) 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 3:1–7b 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

HYMN “Once He Came in Blessing” LW 30 verses 1-2 

 

 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 1:2–11  

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
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People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE  

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make His 

paths straight; all flesh shall see the salvation of 

God. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 3:1–20  

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third 

chapter. 

 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

        LW 14 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

CREED Apostles Creed (page 142 in hymnal) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

After each petition, the congregation will respond with:  

“Hear Our Prayer” 
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OFFERING 

 

 

OFFERTORY “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”  

(page 168 in hymnal) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

People:          Our Father who art in heaven, 

                       hallowed be Thy name, 

                       Thy kingdom come, 

                       Thy will be done on earth 

                       as it is in heaven; 

                       give us this day our daily bread; 

                       and forgive us our trespasses 

                       as we forgive those  

                       who trespass against us; 

                       and lead us not into temptation, 

                       but deliver us from evil. 

                       For Thine is the kingdom 

                       and the power and the glory 

                       forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace.     

  

People: Amen. 

 

 

HYMN “Once He Came in Blessing” LW 30 verses 3-4 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2018 Concordia 

Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

 

We ask that our guests sign the guest register near the front 

entrance with your name, address and Church affiliation. May 

the Lord refresh you with peace and love.  

 

 

In Our Prayers - This week in our prayers we remember our 

nation and our arm services. We pray for all who are sick and 

under the care of a physician. We continue to pray for our shut-ins. 

 

In Our Prayers we pray for Esther Hoemann. She will be having 

surgery next week Tuesday, December 10th.  

 

Bulletin Announcements – please contact the Church Secretary 

Wanda Gilbert to have announcements printed in the weekly 

bulletin. You can reach her via the church email address of 

ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com or contact her via phone or text @ 

314-808-0453.  

 

Sausage:  Looking for a great Christmas gift for family and/or 

friends? Pork Sausage is the perfect gift. The price is $3.75 per 5 

link package (1 lb). We have both raw and fried available. Please 

put payment in an envelope marked Sausage and place in the 

collection plate. We have most of it in the chest freezer in the 

basement and the rest is in the upright freezer in the shed.  

 

 Children's Christmas Rehearsals:  All children from preschool 

to 8th grade are invited to participate in this service. The children 

will read the Christmas story, sing carols, act out the Christmas 

story and have the congregation participate in praise to our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. Rehearsals for this service will be on Saturday 

mornings December 15 and 22 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. The 

service will be held on Christmas Eve at 7:00 p.m. 
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2019 Offering Envelopes – Members please pick up your offering 

envelopes for next year at the church entrance. The accuracy of 

your contribution record depends on your envelope number being 

correct, so be sure to check it, both on the box’s address label and 

on the envelopes themselves. It should be the same as in 2018. If 

you did not receive your envelopes or if your address is incorrect, 

please contact Roland Walkenhorst at 

rolandwalkenhorst@gmail.com or 573-459-6702. 
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday     Jenny Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday     Jenny Huellinghoff 

Head Usher Saturday    Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday  Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild  Marilyn Bade & 

Bonnie Gardner 

 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

December 1 & 2, 2018 

 

Weekly Contributions   $  1,814.00 

Plate               59.06 

Sunday School            37.62 

Sausage Sales              10.00 

Advent Offering                                         10.00   

Thanksgiving Offerings           25.00 

$  1,955.68 

 

Attendance:   Saturday Worship     13 

Sunday Worship     69 

 

Sunday School Attendance:    

Children       12 

Adults       13 

 

 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Advent Service – Wednesday  3:00 pm & 

      7:00 pm 

 

Saturday Worship with Communion 3:00 pm 

 

 

 


