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From the Pastor’s Desk:  

  

Back to School – A Mission Field 
 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 

Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped 

him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
 
and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:16-20 

 

More and more we read that public schools are creating a 

non-religious environment for all students. But Christians in 

America will be going to school. School prayer might be 

banned along with other Christian activities but there are 

many ways to witness in our schools. The following is an 

open letter to all going back to school. 

 

New friends, old friends, nice teachers, scary teachers, a 

packed lunch, and a fresh timetable. Going back to school is a 

day that inevitably comes each year. Some love it, others hate 

it or perhaps you just go through the motions indifferently. 

Regardless of how it makes you feel you have to go, so how 

will you make the most of it? How will you make this year at 

school worthwhile? It’s time for you to step up! 

 

School is an incredible place where you meet hundreds of 

young people and spend time with them 5 days a week for 

approximately 40 weeks a year. That presents an amazing 

opportunity to witness and share the gospel with so many 

people. In fact the best people to reach out to these students 

are students. The way you live and talk to your friends can be 

very powerful. 
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As a Christian, school ought to be looked at as one of the 

ultimate mission fields. Here are a few ways you can stand 

out and step up when you go back to school this year: 

 

    • MEET (Not giving up meeting together, as some are in 

the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:25): Find 

out if there is a Christian lunchtime group at your school, and 

then join it or start one. Then bring your friends. 

    • TALK (But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always 

be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect. 1 Peter 3:15): When your friends ask 

what you did on the weekend, tell them about youth group or 

church and then invite them along. Tell your friends about 

your faith. 

    • LIVE (In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16): Live like Jesus. Don’t get 

caught up in gossip, materialism, slander or any ways of this 

world. But be different and people will notice, then you can 

point them to Jesus. 

    • PRAY (Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 

thankful. Colossians 4:2): pray for your fellow students, that 

they might come to know Jesus because prayer is powerful. 

 

So as another year starts and the weekly cycle begins again, 

make a difference! Be bold and stand out for Jesus. Proclaim 

to your friends “God so loved the world that He gave his only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not 

parish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) Don’t waste the time 

you have now and the opportunities that come at school. 

Whether you are in year 7 or year 12, at a public school, 

private school, Christian school or secular school, Jesus died 

for all our sake and he has sent us out to make disciples of all 

people.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%2010:25&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%203:15&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205:16&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=colossians%204:2&version=NIV
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Prayer for Protection for our children (grandchildren) as 

the new school year begins.  

Lord, I pray Your emotional, physical, and spiritual 

protection over my kids (grandkids). Keep evil far from them, 

and help them to trust You as their refuge and strength. I 

pray You will guard their minds from harmful instruction, 

and grant them discernment to recognize truth. I pray You 

will make them strong and courageous in the presence of 

danger, recognizing that You have overcome and will set 

right all injustice and wrong one day. Help them to find rest 

in Your shadow, as they live in the spiritual shelter You 

provide for them. Let them know that the only safe place is in 

Jesus, and that their home on earth is only temporary. In Jesus 

name. Amen. 

 

July Quarterly Voters Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting was called to order by President Paul Brune with 25 

members present. 

 

Pastors Report 

See attachment for official acts. In the 2nd quarter, average 

church attendance was down 30 from a year ago, Sunday 

School attendance was down one, and contributions were 

down almost $400. There were 4 confirmations, 2 funerals, 

and no baptisms, marriages, or transfers in or out. 

 

Reading of the minutes 

Minutes of the April 16, 2018 meeting were read and 

approved. 

Announcements and Acceptance of New Members 

 

Wilbert Baumann moved and Don Kapplemann seconded a 

motion to accept Doug Eckelkamp as a member of the voters’ 

assembly. Motion carried by voice vote. 
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Mary Wesche moved and Warren Bauche seconded a motion 

to accept Ed & Joyce Svancara as members of the voters’ 

assembly. Motion carried by voice vote. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The attached report was reviewed by Treasurer Mary Hiatt. 

Expenses for the second quarter were almost $5,300 more 

than Income compared to nearly even in the second quarter 

last year. This puts our Year to Date income over $16,000 

less than expenses. Wilbert Baumann moved and Mary 

Wesche seconded a motion to accept the treasurers report. 

Motion carried by voice vote. 

 

Elders Report 

Warren Bauche reported that the Elders are meeting regularly. 

 

They suggested that the congregation give Pastor a thank you 

retirement gift. Don Kapplemann moved and Mary Wesche 

seconded a motion for the congregation to give Pastor a gift 

of $5000 as a thank you retirement gift. Motion carried by 

voice vote. 

 

If any members of the congregation would like to give Pastor 

an individual gift, they can be given to Mary Sprick and she 

will handle them. 

 

There was discussion about the Intentional Interim Pastor 

program that Dr. Hagan spoke about. Mary Wesche moved 

and Don Kapplemann seconded a motion that we pursue an 

Intentional Interim Pastor. Motion carried by voice vote. 

There was discussion about a meal and open house on the 

Sunday of Pastors last service. Tom Anderson moved that we 

have a meal for the congregation after the service with the 

congregation providing the meat and members bringing pot 
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luck sides followed by an open house for members of other 

congregations. Motion carried by voice vote. 

 

Trustees’ Report 

Bryan Adams reported that the painting project is done. They 

are working on bids for stripping and waxing the tile floor 

and are getting things together for bids on the front steps and 

railing. 

 

Stewardship Report 

Nothing to report 

Sunday School Teachers / Education Committee 

 

Karen Sprick reported that everything is going well for VBS. 

 

Evangelism Report 

 

Other Business 

Warren Bauche moved and Wilbert Baumann seconded a 

motion to have the Pork Sausage Supper on October 28th. 

Motion carried by voice vote. Mark Kassebaum and Bryan 

Adams will head this up. 

 

Ed Svancara thanked Pastor and the congregation for prayers 

and support of Honor Flight. It was appreciated very much. 

 

Meeting was adjourned 

 

Thank you for Saving Best Choice Labels 

 

A check was received from the people of Best Choice for 

$60.00. This comes from our saving Best Choice Labels from 

our groceries and Best Choice products. A box is in the 

kitchen at church for you to place the Best Choice Labels. 

Thank you to Karen Scheer for heading this up!  
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Monthly Treasurer’s Summary 

June 2018 
 

Beginning checking balance $12,233.66 

Receipts $13,569.14 

Disbursements $11,247.33 

Ending checking balance $14,555.47 

  

LCEF savings balance $30,710.66 

Thrivent FPDA balance $22,309.32 

  

Pledged to Missouri District for year $4,800.00 

Paid to Missouri District this year-to-date $2,400.00 

  

Year-to-date income less expenses $-16,998.27 
 

 

August Birthdays 

Doug Eckelkamp 8-1 

Yvonne Gleitz 8-1 

Renee Hellmann 8-1 

Mary Wesche 8-3 

Keith Wettling 8-4 

Jon King 8-4 

Dale Gerding 8-5 

Jenise Southerland 8-5 

Aurora Hilkerbaumer 8-5 

Heidi Bunge 8-7 

Abigail Rose Gilbert 8-8 

Mikayla Glosemeyer 8-8 

Sarah Eckelkamp 8-9 

Kevin Hoemann 8-14 

Karon Herring 8-14 

Alex Lee Inman                        8-15 

Lois Thurman 8-17 

Abraham Wesselschmidt 8-17 

Karen Scheer 8-18 

Leola Deppermann 8-19 
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William Zastrow 8-20 

Joan Menke 8-20 

Dane Brune 8-20 

Mildred Althage           8-21 

Brian Koch 8-22 

Ed Svancara 8-22 

Jillian Huellinghoff 8-25      If  your birthday or 

Wanda Kassebaum 8-26      anniversary is not 

John Wesche 8-28      listed correctly, please 

Cooper Charles Schroeder        8-29      let Mary know. 

 

August Anniversaries 

Jerry and Barb Gilbert 8-7 

David and Debbie Brune 8-7 

Derek & Kayla Meyer                  8-27 

 

Usher Schedule for August 

Elmer Kellmann 

Phil Pelster 

Gene Scheer 

Tyler Gardner 

Alternate:  Donald Hoemann 

Head Usher:  Lee Kassebaum 

 

Altar Guild for August 

Judy Hubenthal and Wanda Gilbert 

 

 

Blessings From The Table Cookbooks 

 

We still have a number of Cookbooks with recipes from our 

members or relatives available for $15.00.  These would 

make excellent Christmas gifts.  There is a sample on the 

table at the back of Church.  See Nancy Quinn if you’d like to 

purchase one of these Cookbooks!  
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Stewardship Newsletter Article – August 2018 

 

When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the 

account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving 

account. Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two 

copper coins given by a poor widow above the abundance of 

gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor 

widow has put in more than all of them” (Luke 21:3).  

And that is usually where we stop. But the text goes on. “For 

they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her 

poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 

 

“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. 

She held nothing back. She trusted that the Lord who made 

her and all creatures, who gave her everything she had, who 

redeemed her from her own sin, from death, and the power of 

the devil, who called her by the Gospel and enlightened her 

with His gifts of Word and Sacrament, would continue to do 

this. He would provide her with all that she needed for this 

body and life because that is the character of the God she had.  

But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it 

appeared small, was actually large. When we are tempted to 

give small gifts it is precisely because we want them to be 

small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us.  

 

We give small gifts because we lack faith in the One who 

created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in the one 

true faith. We give small gifts because we doubt that God will 

really give us what we need and desire. We give small gifts 

because we are not content with what God has already given.  

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old 

Covenant (Gal. 4). We are adopted sons of the free woman. 

And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive 

the inheritance. For everything is already ours in Christ. And 

thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will 



  

 

 10 

of God in financial matters far beyond all that done by those 

under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.  

So what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to 

give? Let the Scriptures be your guide. 

 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from 

God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Cor. 16:1-2, 2 Cor. 8:12). 

But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you 

excel in the grace of giving (2 Cor. 8:7). 

 

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without 

regard for God who gives us all good gifts, without generosity 

for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without 

supporting the community of faith in which we live, without 

care for our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help 

raise our children in the faith, without resources for the poor 

and needy – in short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, 

hoarding what God has given us only for us.  

 

For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And 

the sum of the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor 

(Matt. 22:34-.40). We love because He first loved us. We 

give because He has given to us.  

 

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in 

your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your 10 fingers 

spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what 

you need and let the rest fall through your fingers to your 

neighbors – your family, your friends, your community, your 

church.   

   

2018 VBS “Splash Mountain” REPORT 

 

 Vacation Bible School was a success this week with 39 

children enrolled, 8 teachers, and 18 helpers.  We raised a 
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total of  $279.25 throughout the week in the daily offering to 

be divided between the Leslie Food Pantry and Grace’s Place 

of Washington, MO.  The evening program’s offering will be 

added in and reported in next week’s bulletin.  We also 

collected a great deal of food and other items to help those in 

need!  It was a great week!  The children heard bible stories, 

sang songs, played games, and enjoyed snack time with our 

prayer leaders.  Check out the display in the back of church to 

see what fun we had this week!  Thank you for your snack 

donations and donations to our mission projects!  Also, many 

thanks to all our teachers and helpers this past week!  We 

could not have done it without you!  God’s blessings to you 

all! Julie Hilkerbaumer, Director 

 

Bible Sale from Concordia Publishing House 

 

Concordia Publishing House has most all of their Bibles on 

sale. We have catalogs in the back of the church to see the 

descriptions of the Bible and sign up sheet. Deadline is 

September 30
th

. 

 

A Letter from Rev. Dr. Lee Hagan  
Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan 

565 Leslie Mitch Court 

St. Charles, MO 63304 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Greetings in the name of the Lord!  I will be leading a tour to 

Germany in 2020 that includes tickets to see the Passion Play 

in Oberammergau.  Due to the high demand for tickets, the 

deadline for registration is October 31, 2018.  We would like 

to share this opportunity with the members of your 

congregation.  Please consider placing the announcement 

below in your church bulletin and posting the enclosed flyer 

on a bulletin board. 
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Every ten years thousands of people descend on the small 

Bavarian town of Oberammergau to see the Passion Play that 

has been performed since 1633.  Join Missouri District 

President, Dr. Lee Hagan on a tour of Germany that will 

include tickets to the famed Passion Play.  The thirteen-day 

tour will take us on a journey to visit magnificent castles and 

Bavarian biergartens, cruise along the Rhine River, and walk 

in the footsteps of Martin Luther.  The itinerary is a 

wonderful mix of natural beauty, breath-taking architecture, 

historical and cultural significance and encouragement in 

one’s faith.  The tour will include daily devotions, a special 

worship service in Wittenberg and historical introductions to 

each city.  Due to the high demand for the Passion Play 

tickets (only held every ten years), it is important to sign up 

early.  Registration is due by October 31, 2018.  The tour 

includes 11 nights of first class hotel accommodations (with 

private bath), air conditioned motor coach, professional tour 

manager, Rhine River cruise, visits to a Rhineland winery and 

Bavarian brewery for tastings, breakfast daily, and seven 

dinners.  For more information go to www.lutherantours.com 

or call 1-866-777-1517 or email President Hagan  

(lee.hagan@mo.lcms.org).  I hope you will join us for this 

amazing journey 

Thanks for your assistance.  Please let me know if you have 

any questions! 

                                  Peace in Christ, 

                                  Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan 

 

 

Please pick up more information (a colored brochure) that is 

placed at the back of the church. 

http://www.lutherantours.com/
mailto:lee.hagan@mo.lcms.org
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August 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 
Ladies Aid 1:30 PM 

4 
Worship with Holy 

Communion 5:00 

PM 

5 
Sunday School 9:00 

AM 

Worship with Holy 

Communion 10:00 

AM 

6 7 
Elders 7:00 PM 

8 9 10 11 
Worship 5:00 PM 

12 
Sunday School 9:00 

AM 

Worship 10:00 AM 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
Worship with Holy 

Communion 5:00 

PM 

19 
Sunday School 9:00 

AM 

Worship with Holy 

Communion 10:00 

AM 

20 
Ebenezer Mission 

Society Meeting 

7:00 PM 

21 22 23 
Sunday School 

Teachers & 

Education Meeting  

7:00 PM 

24 25 
Worship 5:00 PM 

26 
Sunday School 9:00 

AM 

Worship 10:00 AM 

27 28 29 30 31 1 
Worship with Holy 

Communion 5:00 

PM 

 


