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Sermon for the 3rd Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

You are Forgiven – Straight to the 
Point 

As I studied the Gospel lesson, I was continually struck by 
the irony of Christ’s words.  But…it’s not what you think.  
You see, Jesus doesn’t use irony in this lesson.  In fact, 
Jesus is very blunt and straight-forward and matter-of-fact in 
His words.  There’s no mystery or hidden meaning here.  
These words of Gospel are so easy that even the littlest of 
children understand them.  Jesus, the stronger man, breaks 
in to our fallen and sinful reality and binds up the strong and 
deadly forces of sin, death, and the devil.  This binding up of 
the strong by the stronger One, which Christ accomplishes 
through His perfect life, death, and resurrection, at the same 
time unbinds us and sets us free.  The original Greek nails 

Text: Mark 3:27-28 
In fact, no one can enter a strong 

man’s house without first tying him 

up. Then he can plunder the strong 

man’s house. Truly I tell you, people 

can be forgiven all their sins and 

every slander they utter. 
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it.  “Truly I say to you, all sins will be aphiaimied; that is, all 
sins will be loosed, unbound, set free…forgiven.” Because of 
the all-redeeming work and person of Jesus Christ, the 
enemies of sin, death, and the devil are bound up and 
rendered harmless, and we are, in turn, unbound, set free, 
and given the gift of life.  It’s all so simple and straight-
forward.   

So where does the irony come into play?  The irony arises, 
not in the words of the text, but in how we handle the text; 
that is, how we respond and live our daily lives in light of this 
text.  The sad irony of it all is grounded in the fact that we 
who have been unbound and set free have a real problem 
with turning right around and binding everything right back 
up, including God.  And I stress the fact that it is we who do 
this binding.  The devil doesn’t bind us up.  He’s already 
been bound up.  All the devil does is dangle the ropes of law 
and works-righteousness in front of us, and we do the rest.  
Basically, the devil just gives us enough rope to bind 
ourselves up and hang ourselves with.  Case in point: How 
often we hear these simple Gospel words of Jesus and what 
He does for us, and yet turn around and get focused on what 
we need to do or not do in order to be considered part of 
Jesus’ family.  Basically, we take Gospel and bind it right 
back up with the Law.   

And I know the tendency in all of us right now is to say, “I get 
what you’re saying, but that’s not me.” Yes it is.  It’s all of 
us.  Everyone who still wears the flesh of Old Adam has the 
propensity to bind up what has already been unbound.  It 
happens all the time.  Just take a walk down the “religious” 
section at a religious books store.  It’s basically nothing more 
than a sanctified self-help section…and the shelves are lined 
with best-seller after best-seller.  People eat this stuff up.  
Why?  Because Old Adam worries and stresses over his 
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sin.  “Have I done enough?  Was that sin the straw that 
broke the camel’s back?  What do I need to do in order to 
make things right?  What do I need to do in order to do 
God’s will and be counted as part of the family?” Old Adam 
wants to know the “secrets” to making God smile.  Old Adam 
wants to know how to discover God’s purpose and will for 
leading a successful, fulfilling, happy God-pleasing life.  This 
is why God’s Word is so often and so easily reduced to a 
series of moralisms and platitudes.  This is why God’s Word 
is so often turned into therapeutic bullet points and self-help 
seminar material.  This is why God’s Word is so often and so 
easily morphed into terms of “here’s what I need to do or not 
do.”  

Folks: What does it mean to do the will of God?  
Remembering back to our Small Catechism days, “The will 
of God is done when He breaks and hinders every evil 
plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful 
nature, all of which do not want us to hallow God’s 
name or let His kingdom—His reign and rule—come; 
and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word 
and faith until we die.  This is His good and gracious 
will.” It’s really quite simple.  God’s will is done when we let 
God work.  He is the One who binds and unbinds, doing so 
through His Word and Sacraments—His means of grace.  
God’s will is done when we let Him speak; when we let Him 
define what is sin and what is righteous and God-pleasing; 
when we let Him have the last word.  

This is why I love the Greek translation of this text.  Jesus 
begins with the last word.  “Amen I say to you….” We 
translate that as “truly I say to you,” but that’s not how it 
reads.  “Amen I say to you, all sins will be unbound/forgiven 
the children of man….” Jesus starts with the last word—
amen—because there’s nothing else to say or add.  The 
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stronger man has spoken.  All sins will be forgiven, and they 
will be forgiven precisely because the stronger man will bind 
up sin, death, and the devil and unbind you and set you free.  

It is no coincidence that immediately after speaking these 
words Jesus points to all those gathered around Him to hear 
this precious Gospel truth and says, “Here is my family.  
Whoever does the will of God is part of the family.” This is 
precisely what it means to do the will of God!  Those who are 
faithfully and humbly gathered around their Lord to listen and 
receive His life-giving, unbinding Words of grace, mercy, and 
peace are doing His will.  To cleave to Christ’s victorious last 
word that proclaims our unbinding and our deliverance from 
the bondage of sin, death, and the devil—“It is finished!”—is 
what it means to do God’s will.  

“But pastor, what about all that stuff about serving our 
neighbor and doing good works and stewardship and 
evangelism?  That’s all stuff we need to do.  God does 
command all these things.  That’s all certainly part of God’s 
will.  How do we do all that stuff in right and God-pleasing 
ways?  That’s what we struggle with.” My friends: That 
struggle that you feel is the bonds of the law, which taunt 
you and torment you and bind you up with feelings of guilt 
and inadequacy and greed and control and pride.   

And this is precisely why I cannot and will not tell you what 
you need to do in order to free yourselves from these bonds 
of guilt and fear and pride and works-righteousness.  To do 
so is to only contribute more rope to the binding.  To do so is 
to only cinch up and make even tighter the bonds which 
already cut and restrict and blind and kill.  Instead, I point 
you—again—to Him who has already unbound you in His 
life, death, and resurrection.  It is finished, in Him and 
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because of Him!  You are forgiven.  You have been set 
free—totally and completely—in Christ Jesus.   

It is this Gospel Good News that the Holy Spirit works in, not 
just in you, but through you to others who are bound up in 
the bonds of sin and fear and despair and hopelessness and 
anger and depression and every other soul-crushing, life-
snatching form of bondage.  It is this Gospel Good News of 
Christ-centered salvific Truth that unbinds and sets you free.  
“And you shall know the Truth, and the Truth will set you 
free.” It is this Gospel Good News that makes disciples of all 
nations.  This is why I cannot and will not tell you what you 
need to do.  To do so is to bind up and deny the work and 
power of God.  “I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to all who believe.” I will not tell 
you what you need to do or not do.  It’s not about you!  It’s 
about Jesus!  It’s about what He has done and continues to 
do for you in His life-giving and liberating means of grace.  

One of my friends from the seminary; now a professor, said 
something to this very effect.  “I have discovered God’s will 
for my life.  It’s written in the wounds of Jesus.  His will is 
that I be His beloved, forgiven child.” My fellow brothers and 
sisters and mothers in Christ: It’s that simple.  You want to 
know the will of God?  Look right here! Here is the will of 
God, who desires that no man perish, but that all have life 
and have it to the fullest.  Here is the will of God, who loved 
the world so much that He gave His only-begotten Son to die 
for it.  Here is God’s will for you—the wounds of Christ 
Jesus; wounds that poured forth blood and water in His 
once-for-all binding and unbinding act of crucifixion; life-
giving water and blood that He still pours forth into our lives 
at the font and at the communion table as He unbinds the 
mess we daily make, setting us free in His absolution and 
grace and peace.  Here is your life, your pardon, and your 
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peace.  There is no secret you need to unlock or set of rules 
or maxims you need to live by or deeds you need to do or 
not do in order to be saved and set free and welcomed into 
the family.  You have been set free.  Christ Jesus has made 
you His own, unbinding you and setting you free in the 
waters of Holy Baptism, where He Himself declared, “It is 
finished.  Receive the sign of the cross upon your forehead 
and upon your heart, marking you as one who has been set 
free and redeemed in the blood of Christ.”  

My dear brothers, sisters, and mothers in Christ: You are 
free.  You are unbound in Christ and because of Christ.  You 
want to know and do the will of God?  Simply give the 
reason for the hope within you; for the joy and peace that 
you have in Christ Jesus.  Simply tell others what Christ has 
done for you and for the whole world in His great unbinding 
life, death, and resurrection.  Live in the joy of your 
justification.  Live in the joy of your baptism; your inclusion 
into God’s family.  Live in the joy that it is finished in Christ 
and because of Christ, once and for all.  You’ve been 
forgiven.  You’ve been unbound and set free.   

 


