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AS WE GATHER: A vigil is a time of wakefulness when 

sleeping is customary. Since for many of us the old practice 

of staying up late into the night before Easter is not 

practical—our Easter vigils are often on Saturday evening 

early enough to get a good night’s sleep before Easter 

morning—the wakefulness of our vigil is a spiritual 

wakefulness in the midst of a world that often seems 

spiritually sleepy. So our gathering begins with each person 

holding a candle. Each individual candle gives off only a bit 

of light, but our candles together give enough light for our 

eyes to see more than just words. By the candlelight, God can 

be seen at work throughout history—in creation, at the flood, 

in the exodus, in the valley of dry bones, with the three men 

in the fiery furnace. As we hear these foundational stories, 

many of us recognize how God has been at work in our lives 

too. We can also see God at work in Baptism, promising to us 

a life of dying each day to sin and being raised with Christ 

each day to live anew. The lights are turned on, and the 

resurrection of Jesus is praised, leading us directly to the risen 

Jesus’ presence with us in Holy Communion. The vigil is a 

wonderful way to be reawakened to the wonder and the joy of 

the resurrection of Jesus for the transformation of our lives. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O God, You made this 

most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s 

resurrection. Preserve in us the spirit of adoption You have 
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given so that, made alive in body and soul, we may serve You 

purely; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.     

+ PREPARATION + 

 

HYMN “Abide with Me” LW 490  
 

Abide with me, fast falls the even tide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 

I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, they victory? 

I triumph still if thou abide with me. 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes, 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 

Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows 

flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, we are gathered here in 

vigil and prayer to remember that our Lord 

Jesus passed over from death to life. On this 

day we stand in the heritage of all the saints 

who have seen and boldly confessed the 

resurrected Christ. This is the Passover of the 

Lord in which, by hearing His Word and 
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celebrating His sacraments, we share in His 

victory over death. Let us pray. 

 

People: O God illuminate our hearts and minds with 

the presence of Christ. Give us the wisdom to 

reverently confess You as light in the midst 

of terror, life in the midst of death, and hope 

in the midst of despair. Through Your Word 

and Sacraments this day, shed the light of 

Your perpetual grace upon us all, that with 

increased fervor and intent we may declare: 

Christ is arisen. Amen. 

 

Pastor: May the Light of Christ, who is risen in glory 

from the dead, scatter all darkness of our hearts 

and minds. 

 

Pastor: The light of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastor: The light of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
Pastor: The light of Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

  

Pastor: All you heavenly choirs of angels, 

People: Rejoice! 

 

Pastor: All creation, 

People: Rejoice! 

 

Pastor: Trumpet of Salvation, 

People: Sound forth. 

 

Pastor: Proclaim the triumph of our King. 

People: Rejoice! 
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Pastor: All the earth, in the radiance of the light now 

poured out, 

People:     Rejoice! 

 

Pastor: A light made brilliant by the brightness of the 

everlasting King, 

People:     Rejoice! 

 

Pastor: The ancient darkness has been forever banished, 

People: Rejoice! 

 

Pastor:  O Church of Christ clothed in the brightness of t

 his light, 

People: Rejoice! 

 

Pastor: Let this house of God ring out, 

People: Rejoice! 

 

Pastor: Let Christ, the true light and morning star, shine 

in our hearts, He who gives light to all creation; 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   

 

PSALM Psalm 16:1–11   

 

Pastor: Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge. 

People: I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; I have 

no good apart from You.” 

Pastor: As for the saints in the land, they are the 

excellent ones, in whom is all my delight. 

People: The sorrows of those who run after another 

god shall multiply; their drink offerings of 
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blood I will not pour out or take their names 

on My lips. 

Pastor: The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 

You hold my lot. 

People: The lines have fallen for me in pleasant 

places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 

Pastor: I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the 

night also my heart instructs me. 

People: I have set the LORD always before me; 

because He is at my right hand, I shall not be 

shaken. 

Pastor: Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being 

rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure. 

People: For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 

or let Your Holy One see corruption. 

Pastor: You make known to me the path of life; in Your 

presence there is fullness of joy; at Your right 

hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

READING Luke 24:1–12 (Women become the first witnesses 

of the resurrection.)  

 

RESPSONORY “Go To Dark Gethsemane” LW 110 

 

Early hasten to the tomb 

Where they laid His breathless clay; 

All is solitude and gloom. 

Who has taken Him away? 

Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. 

Savior, teach us so to rise. 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854. Public domain. 

Tune: VOLLER WUNDER, Johann G. Ebeling 1637–76. Public domain.  

 

KYRIE 

 

Pastor: Lord, have mercy. 
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People: Lord, have mercy on Your world. 

Pastor: Christ, have mercy. 

People: Christ, have mercy on Your Church. 

Pastor: Lord, have mercy. 

People: Lord, have mercy on Your child.  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to the risen Lord. 

People: Most loving and gracious God, we come 

before You dead in our sin. We have sinned 

against You in what we do, think, and say. 

We have lived as if life was not dependent 

upon Your resurrection. Forgive us for 

taking Your empty tomb for granted. 

Continue to give us abundant life through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, who lived, died, and 

rose again so that we may live in hope-filled 

forgiveness. 

 

Pastor: Life in Jesus is life eternal! Your life is restored 

through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who this day hears your confession and 

forgives you all of your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 

I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. Father in heaven, You did not give 

up Your Son over to the earth to decay, but 
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rather raised Him to new life so that we may 

know without a doubt that death has no 

dominion over us. Teach us to live steadfast 

lives of baptismal faith that others may come to 

know Jesus Christ our resurrected Lord and 

Savior, in whose name we pray. 

People: Amen. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF KAYLA MEYER 

DIVINE SERVICE CONTINUES ON PAGE 164 of LW 

READINGS        

  Daniel 6:1-24      

  1 Peter 4:1-8      

  Matthew 27:57-66 

 SERMON HYMN “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” LW 127 

COMMUNION HYMN “I Knew My Redeemer Lives” LW 

264 

CLOSING HYMN “Now All the Vault of Heaven 

Resounds” LW 131 
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