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AS WE GATHER: When the prophet Hosea was calling 

God’s people to repentance, he repeatedly urged them, 

“Come, let us return.” They had so many things going wrong 

that it was obvious that the Lord was disciplining them. Had 

He not cared about them, He would have left them to run 

away. But God’s love for them—and for us—knows no 

bounds. He judges only so that we may remember His daily 

and eternal love—His boundless mercy. Problems might 

obscure His love, but the cross reminds us of the opposite. 

When our Savior took our sins to the cross, the Father raised 

Him up on the third day. As part of the Body of Christ, He 

has done that for us as well. Today we continue to live in that 

third day. As Christ lives, so do we. Come, let us return to the 

Lord, who will raise us up! 

 

DIVINE SERVICE 

    

SERIES HYMN “This Day Return to Me” (Sung to LW 460) 

 

“This day return to Me. 

Come now!” commands the Lord. 

“Let your repentance be 

Directed by My Word. 

This day return to Me 

For blessings great and free. 

 

“This day return to Me. 
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Come now with songs of praise. 

Your full redemption see. 

Hymns of thanksgiving raise! 

This day return to Me 

In true humility. 

 

“This day return to Me. 

Come now and be restored. 

Strengthened and heartened be 

As people of the Lord. 

This day return to Me 

With hope-filled certainty.” 
Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  

 

CONFESSSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–12; 

Mark 16:16 

 

Pastor:  Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your 

steadfast love, 

for they have been from of old. 

People:  I am by nature sinful and unclean. 

 

Pastor:  Remember not the sins of my youth or my 

transgressions; 

People:  I confess to You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You. 

 

Pastor:  According to Your steadfast love remember 

me, 

People:  I have sinned against You by thought, 

word, and deed. 
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Pastor:  For the sake of Your goodness, O Lord! 

People:  I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them. 

 

Pastor:  Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He 

instructs sinners in the way. 

People:  I flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 

seeking and imploring Your grace for the 

sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Pastor:  He leads the humble in what is right, and 

teaches the humble His way. 

People:  Have mercy on me and for His sake grant 

me remission of all my sins. 

 

Pastor:  All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love 

and faithfulness, 

for those who keep His covenant and His 

testimonies. 

People:  For Your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon 

my guilt, for it is great. 

 

Pastor:  Who is the man who fears the Lord? 

Him will He instruct in the way that he 

should choose. 

Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved. 

People:  Grant this, Lord, to us all. Amen. 

 

READING OF THE PASSION OF CHRIST 

 

KYRIE 

 

Pastor: O Lord, 
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People: have mercy. 

Pastor: O Christ, 

People: have mercy. 

Pastor: O Lord, 

People: have mercy. 

 

HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Thine Image” LW 100 

 

 On my heart imprint Thine image,           

 Blessed Jesus, King of Grace,           

 That life's riches, cares, and pleasures           

 Have no power You to efface.           

 This the superscription be:           

 Jesus, crucified for me,           

 Is my life, my hope's Foundation,           

 And my Glory and Salvation. 

  

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

People: Amen  

 

FIRST READING Hebrews 13:1–8 (Jesus is the same 

yesterday, today, and forever.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2   
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All: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 

the joy that was set before Him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 

the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

CHOIR 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 17:1–3 (Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer) 

(The Word is read.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 17th 

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried; 

He descended into Hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits on 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From 

thence he shall come to judge the Living and the 

dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN “My Song Is Love Unknown” LW 91 (stanzas 1-4) 

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY (sung to page 143 of LW) 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within me,  

Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not Thy 

Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me 

with Thy free spirit. Amen 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
 

Pastor: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us 

sleeping 

that awake we may watch with Christ and 

asleep we may rest in peace. 

People: Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation which 

You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry 

people: a light to reveal You to the nations 
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and the glory of Your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us 

sleeping 

that awake we may watch with Christ and 

asleep we may rest in peace. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord, who calls you to return, bless you 

and keep you. 

The Lord, who offers grace and mercy, make 

His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord, who has worked faith in your heart to 

respond to His love, look upon you with favor 

and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “My Song Is Love Unknown” LW 91 (stanzas 5-7) 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Pastor: Go in peace on your journey with our Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright 

© 2017 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 


