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AS WE GATHER: Fiery serpents. Snakebites. Death from 

poisonous venom. A bronze serpent atop a pole. This sounds 

more like a scene out of Hollywood than out of the Bible! 

Yet, these are all part of the picture that unfolds in today’s 

Old Testament Reading, where we encounter the elements of 

sin, punishment, repentance, and rescue. This all might make 

for a confusing script, except Jesus sheds light on what it all 

means. “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 

so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 

Him may have eternal life” (John 3:14–15). We should see 

ourselves in this account, but more important, we should see 

our Savior. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, our 

heavenly Father, out of love for the world You sent Your only 

Son to be lifted up on the cross. Grant that we would believe 

in Him unto eternal life, that we would be rescued from the 

poison of sin and death; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

OPENING HYMN “Amazing Grace” LW 509  

 

OPENING SENTENCES  
 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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Pastor: O Lord, throughout these forty days 

People: You prayed and kept the fast; 

 

Pastor: Inspire repentance for our sin, 

People: And free us from our past. Amen. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

 

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole 

company of heaven and to you, my brothers and 

sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own 

most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 

Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all 

my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

People: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you 

pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 

your sins. Amen. 

 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole 

company of heaven and to you, my brothers 

and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed by my fault, by my own 

fault, by my own most grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have 

mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 

bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 
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Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you 

pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN OF CONFESSION “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”  

 

Chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed his blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, 

Lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, 

I am his, and he is mine.  

 

O my Savior, help afford 

By your spirit and your Word! 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

While I live and when I die. 

 

INTROIT (Read in Unison) Psalm 27:3–5; antiphon: v. 1 

 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? 

   The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of 

whom shall I be afraid? 
Though an army encamp against me, my 

heart shall not fear; 

   though war arise against me, yet I will be 

confident. 
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One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will 

I seek after: 

   that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

all the days of my life, to gaze upon the 

beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His 

temple. 

For He will hide me in His shelter in the day 

of trouble; 

   He will conceal me under the cover of His 

tent; He will lift me high upon a rock. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? 

   The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of 

whom shall I be afraid? 
 

KYRIE (Read in Unison) 

 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray, 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your 

mercies are new every morning; and though we 
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deserve only punishment, You receive us as 

Your children and provide for all our needs of 

body and soul. 

People: Grant that we may heartily acknowledge 

Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all 

Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience; 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Numbers 21:4–9 (Moses 

and the bronze serpent) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2 

 

Pastor: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, 

People: who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and 

is seated at the right hand of the throne of 

God. 

 

VERSE John 3:16  

 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 2:1–10 (God raised us up with Christ.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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CHOIR “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 3:14–21 (The Son of Man must be 

lifted up.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third 

chapter. 

People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried; 

He descended into Hell; the third day he rose again from 

the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “In Wickedness, We Wander”  (sung to 

LW 113) 
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In wickedness, we wander 

Along the world’s dark path 

And hunger for the evil 

That sows the fruits of wrath. 

Lord, lead us from the shadows 

Into Your land of light, 

And quench our thirst for sinning,  

Sustained in Your delight. 

 

In selfishness, we grumble 

Against Your holy will 

And yearn for satisfaction, 

Our vain desires to fill. 

Lord, curb our wanton pleading 

Into Your call for peace, 

And grant us hearts for serving, 

That ev’ry lack will cease. 

 

In wretchedness, we wither 

Beneath Your righteous eye 

And know our way of living 

Will cause us all to die. 

Lord, guide us from the wicked 

Into Your life of grace, 

And give to us Your mercy; 

Our sinfulness erase. 

 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

SERMON 

OFFERTORY (sung to page 175 LW) 
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me, Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING HYMN “We Give You but Your Own” LW 405 

 

We give you but your own 

In any gifts we bring; 

All that we have is your alone, 

A trust from you, our King. 

THE GENERAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN “God Loved the World So That He Gave” LW 352 
(sung to TLH 245) 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

 

Pastor:  Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy 

Scripture to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digest them, that by the 

patience and comfort of Thy holy Word we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life which You hast given us in our 

Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 

Thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world 

without end. 

People: Amen.   

 

CLOSING SENTENCES  

http://www.lutheran-hymnal.com/online/lit14.mid
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Pastor: Be with us through this season, Lord, 

People: And all our earthly days, 

 

Pastor: That when the final Easter dawns, 

People: We join in heaven’s praise. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright 

© 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with 

us today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love 

during our worship on this Fourth Sunday of Lent.  

Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please 

sign the guest register near the front entrance with your 

name, address and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 
In Our Prayers – We celebrate with Marvin Sprick who 

came home from New Haven Care Center this past Thursday 

after rehabilitation from a recent back surgery.  We also 

remember our shut-ins who are in their own homes or senior 

living facilities but do not get out often, Mildred Althage, 

Art Hohlt, Art Knehans, Lydia Bargen and Shirley 
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Shearman. We also pray for Rev. Tim Brown of St. John’s, 

Beaufort as he has a call to Christ the King Lutheran Church 

in Orlando, Florida. Please keep the congregations and Pastor 

Brown in your prayers and Pastor Brown nears his decision.  

 

Saturday Worship Services will go back to 5:00 PM 

starting March 17. 

 

Wednesday, March 14, Lenten Midweek 4:  “Return to the 

Lord Who Does Not Change”.  When the prophet Hosea was 

calling God’s people to repentance, he repeatedly urged them, 

“Come, let us return.”  They had so many things going wrong 

that it was obvious that the Lord was disciplining them.  Had 

He not cared about them, He would have left them to run 

away.  But God’s love for them – and for us – knows no 

bounds.  He judges only so that we may remember His daily 

and eternal love – His boundless mercy.  Problems might 

obscure His love, but the cross reminds us of the opposite.  

When our Savior took our sins to the cross, the Father raised 

Him up on the third day.  As part of the Body of Christ, He 

has done that for us as well.  Today we continue to live in that 

third day.  As Christ lives, so do we.  Come, let us return to 

the Lord, who will raise us up! 

 

March 15, 5
th

 Lenten Thursday Service:  “God’s Will And 

My Worldview” – Join us for the Thy Will Be Done special 

service for Week 4 of Lent.  In this service we remember that, 

on the road to Damascus, Paul had his worldview turned 

upside down when God called him to preach the name of the 

Christ he had been persecuting.  We follow God’s will be 

putting the crucified Christ at the center of our worldview. 

 

VBS 2018 – We Need You! Please join us for a 

lunch/meeting on Sunday, March 25, 2018 directly 

following the church service.  Lunch will be provided.  The 

last meeting was cancelled due to the weather.  Your help is 
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desperately needed this year for VBS.  We especially need 

volunteers to help with the coordinating and preparations for 

this important ministry to our community.  If you have helped 

with VBS in any capacity in the past, we ask that you would 

join us.  If you haven’t, please come to this meeting.  There is 

a job for everyone!  Please see the list below to see some of 

the areas we need help. Call Julie Hilkerbaumer at 636-584-

9239 if you are willing to help out but cannot attend this 

meeting.   

Thank you and hope to see you there! 

 

 Planning Arts & Crafts/Gathering Supplies 

 Teaching Arts & Crafts (Lower & Upper Grades) 

 Music 

 Classroom Prep (moving chairs & tables, putting up 

signs) 

 Hauling Decorations from Immanuel Lutheran Church 

to Ebenezer/Returning Decorations after VBS 

 Decorating for VBS (Sunday, July 22
nd

) 

 Taking Down Decorations (Friday, July 27
th

 after 

closing program) 

 Shopping for Items needed for VBS  

 Advertising for VBS (putting Adds in the newspaper, 

creating posters, etc.) 

 Mission Project Leader (Examples:  School Supplies 

for Local Schools, Donations for Otis, Orphan Grain 

Train) 

 Snacks/Closing Program Refreshments  

 Photographer 

 Games 
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American Cancer Society Dinner – We will have a pulled 

pork and baked ham dinner in our dining hall on April 8
th

 

from 11:30 AM until 1:00 PM benefitting the American 

Cancer Society through the Franklin County Relay for Life.  

All profits from this dinner will go to provide lifesaving work 

in the fight against cancer.  These funds advance the search 

for new and better cures and also provide transportation and 

lodging for local cancer patients.  The cost will be a free-will 

offering. 

 

Ushers – Please pick up a copy of the Usher Schedule from 

the table at the back of Church. 

 

Something to keep in mind about our picnic – We will be 

having the silent auction at the picnic again this year.  Thank 

you for your help in the past with donations and we hope that 

you will help again this year.  If you have any crafts you have 

made or any other item you wish to donate, please get them to 

church by May 30
th

.  We need to get the bid sheets ready, lists 

compiled and all the items ready to put out a week after that.  

If you have something that cannot be brought that early, like 

plants or food, let Karen know what it is, the price and the 

donor by the 30
th

.  Karen will be able to do the paper work for 

the item and have a place for the item on the tables, along 

with the paper work.  We would also appreciate your help in 

getting the items in early so we can include them on the 

auction list, so everyone can see all the items up for auction, 

not just those which came in early. 

There are request letters on the back table for you to give to 

businesses for donations.  If you have a business that you 

frequent, help give them some advertising by asking them for 

a donation for the auction.  Thank you for your help in 

making the auction successful again this year!! 
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Washington Zone LWML Spring Rally – Sunday 

afternoon, April 29
th

 hosted by St. John’s Lutheran LWML 

Beaufort, MO.  More information will be in later bulletins. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt – Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be 

following the10:00 a.m. service on Easter Sunday. Donations 

of pre-decorated hard boiled eggs or candy-filled plastic eggs 

would be greatly appreciated. 

Please bring them on Holy Saturday or Easter Sunday 

morning to the kitchen. The hunt is open to children from 

birth to 10 or fourth grade. 

 

Life thought for March 11. “My heart goes out to those 

struggling with guilt from the secret sin of abortion—a 

burden carried by millions. These women and men should not 

be deprived of the forgiveness Jesus earned for them when 

they have a repentant heart. We need to speak up and let them 

know they can have the forgiveness Jesus bought for them 

through His life, death, and resurrection.” Virginia Flo, 

Lutherans For Life Regional Director of Minnesota – A Life 

Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 

(For those who have made an abortion decision, there is 

a Word of Hope, Lutherans For Life’s post-abortion healing 

ministry. Call 888.217.8679 or email info@word-of-

hope.org.) 

 

Next Week, March 18, on the Lutheran Hour - "Thrown 

into the Arms of God"Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. 

Meyer 

The desire to advance your own interests can alienate you 

from others and God. Serving others without thought of 

reward is God's way forward for followers of Jesus. 

(Mark 10:32-45) Please download the Lutheran Hour App or 

tune in to the following stations: 

KAWZ St Louis, MO 91.9 FM Sun 10:00 AM 

http://word-of-hope.org/
mailto:info@word-of-hope.org.
mailto:info@word-of-hope.org.
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KFUO St Louis, MO 850 AM Sun 12:30 PM 

KFUO St Louis, MO 850 AM Sun 5:00 PM 

KSIV St Louis, MO 1320 AM Sun 9:00 AM 

KSIV St Louis, MO 91.5 FM Sun 8:00 AM 

KTBJ St Louis, MO 91.9 FM Sun 9:00 AM 

KWRE Warrenton, MO 730 AM Sun 9:30 AM 

KWRE Warrenton, MO 95.1 FM Sun 9:30 AM 

KLPW Washington, MO 1220 AM Sun 9:00 AM 

 

Stewardship thought based on the Epistle for the 4
th

 

Sunday in Lent, March 11. Ephesians 2:10 – “For we are 

his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 

them.” Even the good we do in this world is a gift from God, 

prepared beforehand for us to do. And this too is a gift! For 

isn’t doing good also a good thing for the one who does it? So 

from first to last, from the Lord’s free salvation given to us to 

the good works He’s prepared for us to walk in, it is all a gift 

of God’s grace. 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday                 Jenny Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday                    Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday            Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday               Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild                              Joyce Hohlt and 

                                                  Judy Allmeroth 

 

Offerings and Attendance – February 28 & March 1, 2018 

Lenten Offerings            $275.00 

Plate                                     24.00 

Easter Lilies                        37.00 

Recycle Funds                     31.20 

                                         $367.20 
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Attendance:  Wednesday Worship  38 

                       Thursday Worship     16 

 

Offerings and Attendance – March 3 & 4, 2018 

 

Weekly Contributions          $1,710.00 

Plate                                              43.00 

Sunday School                             20.60 

Pork Sausage Sales                      20.00 

Easter Lilies                                 46.98 

Lenten Offerings                         20.00 

                                               $1,860.58 

 

Church Attendance:   Saturday Worship   24 

                                      Sunday Worship     58 

 

Sunday School Attendance:    Children   10 

                                                   Adults       18 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Tuesday                       Adult Class  6:30 AM 

Wednesday                  Chapel at Immanuel, 

Washington, Pastor Zastrow 

leading worship 8:00 AM 

Confirmation  6:30 PM 

                                      Choir  6:30 PM 

                                      Lenten Service  7:00 PM 

Thursday                     Lenten Worship in 

                                      Fellowship Hall  10:00 AM 

Saturday                      Worship with Holy Communion 

                                       5:00 PM 

                                                    

 

  


