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From the Pastor’s Desk:  

  

 Good Friday 

Services – March 30: 10:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

 

Many supernatural events occur at Jesus' death. The first is a 

darkness that covered the whole land from midday until three 

in the afternoon. This darkness indicates God's judgment, as 

Jesus is punished for the sins of the whole world. 

 

At 3 p.m. a second miracle takes place in the temple. The 

thick curtain dividing the two rooms of the temple is torn in 

two from top to bottom. This curtain represents our separation 

from God on account of our sins. Throughout the Old 

Testament only one person could pass through it-the high 

priest. But now God's Son-our great High Priest-has torn 

down the dividing barrier, so all who believe in Jesus have 

direct access to God the Father forever. 

 

At this same moment Jesus cries out with a loud voice, 

"Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit!" Jesus wants 

everyone to hear His intense satisfaction and joy because 

peace with God has now been won for all. Now that He has 

finished the work for which He was born, Jesus commends 

His spirit into His Father's hands. 

 

Then the third miracle takes place. Immediately after uttering 

this loud cry, Jesus dies. The Roman centurion knows 

crucified criminals don't die this way. Their lungs slowly fill 

with fluid, and their last moments are desperate gasps for air. 

There is no way Jesus should be able to utter a loud cry the 

moment before He dies. Thinking of the unnatural darkness, 

the unnatural way Jesus died, and all the injustices Jesus 

suffered, he says, "Certainly this man was innocent." 
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Prayer: Lord Jesus, when You completed Your earthly course 

You committed Your spirit into Your Father's keeping. Give 

me confidence that I am safe in Your hands now and forever. 

Amen.   
 

Wednesday Evening Services 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, March 7, Lenten Midweek 3: “Return to the 

Lord Who Will Raise You Up” Our God is reliable. In the 

Garden of Eden, God promised the Savior from sin, and He 

fulfilled that promise on the cross. He is eternal, unchanging, 

and faithful. Even while we are not reliable, we can rely on 

Him in every situation, and we can rely on Him to stay 

steadfast through cross and grave. In Lent, we see the full 

measure of our Lord’s reliability for us. 

 

Wednesday, March 14, Lenten Midweek 4: “Return to the 

Lord Who Does Not Change” When the prophet Hosea was 

calling God’s people to repentance, he repeatedly urged them, 

“Come, let us return.” They had so many things going wrong 

that it was obvious that the Lord was disciplining them. Had 

He not cared about them, He would have left them to run 

away. But God’s love for them—and for us—knows no 

bounds. He judges only so that we may remember His daily 

and eternal love—His boundless mercy. Problems might 

obscure His love, but the cross reminds us of the opposite. 

When our Savior took our sins to the cross, the Father raised 

Him up on the third day. As part of the Body of Christ, He 

has done that for us as well. Today we continue to live in that 

third day. As Christ lives, so do we. Come, let us return to the 

Lord, who will raise us up! 

 

Wednesday, March 21, Lenten Midweek 5: “Return to the 

Lord Who Does Not Tire of Calling You” How many times 

must a parent call a child to come home, to clean a room, or 

simply to listen? How often children do not respond. The 
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same is true for God’s people. When God spoke through the 

prophet Amos, He lamented five times that although He 

called, “yet you did not return to Me.” Our gracious God 

continues to do that for us. Were He ever to stop, we would 

find only His judgment crashing down on us when we meet 

Him at the end of our days. He calls us to repent, to turn 

around, for He cares so much for us. He yearns to withhold 

just punishment and never tires of calling us back to Him. In 

the cross, we see the judgment we deserve meted out on our 

Savior. There is none left for us. There is no better time than 

today to return to the Lord, who does not tire of calling us! 

 

THURSDAY LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES 10:00 AM 

THY WILL BE DONE – In Church Fellowship Hall 

 

March 8, 4
th

 Lenten Thursday Service: “God’s Will And 

My Identity”Join us for the Thy Will Be Done special service 

for Week 3 of Lent. In this service we remember that, in 

humility, Mary dutifully accepted the role God had given her 

to become the mother of our Savior. That Son would later 

accept his role, faithfully following the path his Father had in 

mind for him to save us all. 

 

March 15, 5
th

 Lenten Thursday Service:  “God’s Will And 

My Worldview” - Join us for the Thy Will Be Done special 

service for Week 4 of Lent. In this service we remember that, 

on the road to Damascus, Paul had his worldview turned 

upside down when God called him to preach the name of the 

Christ he had been persecuting. We follow God’s will by 

putting the crucified Christ at the center of our worldview. 

 

March 21, Lenten Thursday Service: “God’s Will And My 

Response” Join us for the Thy Will Be Done special service 

for Week 5 of Lent. In this service we remember that Lydia 

followed the will of God by responding in faith and 
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hospitality when the Gospel message of Christ’s sacrifice was 

preached to her. We follow the will of God by responding in 

love and service to one another in return for what Christ has 

done for us. 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES (All Services in Church) 

 

Palm Sunday Services: Saturday, March 24 (5:00 PM) & 

Sunday, March 25 (10:00 AM) 

Palms and passion hardly seem to fit together but in Jesus 

they do. The palms welcomed Jesus to the triumph of 

suffering that paid the full price of our sin, and the hosannas 

cried out to Him who exchanged His life for death that we 

might live. There are no palms and hosannas that do not end 

in the cross, and there is no passion that does not lead us to 

faith and to rejoice in what His suffering accomplished. Our 

Lord came to the cross not as an unwilling victim but as the 

One who alone surrendered His life into death. We do not 

come to the Lord under coercion or as people compelled but 

at the bidding of the Gospel and by the power of the Holy 

Spirit! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

Maundy Thursday Services with Holy Communion, 

March 29 (10:00 AM & 7:00 PM) 

Holy Thursday, the night Jesus was betrayed, began with the 

disciples celebrating the Passover. Here, Jesus washed His 

disciples’ feet, telling them to love one another, just as He 

loved them. He took a cup, gave it to His disciples to drink, 

and commanded them to remember Him by doing likewise. 

Then we go to the Garden of Gethsemane, where He was 

betrayed and arrested. On this day we remember the 

commands of Jesus and celebrate His coming to us in the 

bread and wine of Holy Communion. 

 

Good Friday Service – Service of Darkness, March 30 

(10:00 AM & 7:00 PM) 
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We contemplate our Lord’s Passion unfolding and ending as 

He submits Himself to the frailty of human flesh—even to the 

point of death. Today we hear and meditate on the words of 

Christ on the cross. At His final moment, He speaks the 

words “It is finished!”—simple words giving us unending 

hope. Praise be to Christ, who endured cross and torment—all 

of hell—for the forgiveness of our sins. 

 

Easter Vigil – Easter Saturday Service With Holy 

Communion, March 31 (5:00 PM)  

 

“It was a night of watching by the LORD, to bring them out of 

the land of Egypt; so this same night is a night of watching 

kept to the LORD by all the people of Israel throughout their 

generations” (Exodus 12:42). 

 

Every year the Passover recalled how God had delivered His 

people from their slavery in Egypt, led them safely through 

the waters of the Red Sea, and with a pillar of cloud by day 

and a pillar of fire by night, brought them into the Promised 

Land. During Passover, the people of God recalled this 

mighty act of God, symbolically walked with their ancestors 

through this journey of redemption, and nourished their hope 

for the final exodus from slavery to sin to everlasting life with 

God. That final exodus began when Jesus Christ passed from 

death to life, that we might follow where He has led the way. 

 

Paul reminds us that the message of resurrection is the central 

message of the Christian Church. “If you confess with your 

mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 

raised Him from the dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9). 

This is the “Queen of Feasts” and the high point in the 

Church Year. 

 

The practice of the Early Church was to set a vigil for the 
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whole night before Easter. Augustine wrote: “This is the 

mother of all holy vigils; during this night the whole world 

keeps vigil.” It is a day of hope that looks not only to Good 

Friday, but also to our own joyful resurrection. The Paschal 

candle signifies His presence with us now and His leading us 

to our final promised land of heaven. The renewal of Holy 

Baptism recalls our incorporation into God’s family, the 

Church, and our union into His death and resurrection. The 

Holy Communion seals that promise as our Lord “abides in 

us that we may abide in Him.” 

 

The Easter Vigil has three parts: the lighting of the new fire, 

the recollection of God’s saving acts in the past, and the 

Baptism and renewal of baptismal vows (with confirmations, 

if there are any). During the night, the Church has historically 

baptized converts, children, and infants. Then as the sun rose 

in the East, they would celebrate their first Easter as 

Christians with Holy Communion. Although Baptisms now 

take place throughout the year, the Vigil continues to be the 

most central focus of Baptism in the Church Year. 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS MARCH 11 

SATURDAY SERVICES START AT 5:00 PM ON 

MARCH 17 

 

Please turn your clocks ahead on Sunday, March 11 so you 

will be able to attend on time for 9:00 AM Sunday School 

and 10:00 AM Worship. SATURDAY SERVICES START 

AT 5:00 PM ON MARCH 17 

 

EASTER SUNDAY (APRIL 1) ACTIVITIES AND 

WORSHIP 

 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE with Holy Communion, 

6:30 AM 
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EASTER BREAKFAST – 7:30 AM 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – 9:00 AM 

 

DIVINE EASTER SERVICE with Holy Communion – 

10:00 AM 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT 11:15 AM 

 

APRIL NEWSLETTER 

The April Newsletter will be published on March 25. We will 

have more detailed information on our Easter Services and 

activities. 

 

Monthly Treasurer’s Summary 

January 2018 
 

Beginning checking balance $26,616.34 

Receipts $10,263.90 

Disbursements $13,511.49 

Ending checking balance $23,368.75 

  

LCEF savings balance $30,616.80 

Thrivent FPDA balance $22,309.32 

  

Pledged to Missouri District for year $4,800.00 

Paid to Missouri District this year-to-date $400.00 

  

Year-to-date income less expenses $-7,360.19 

 

Recycle Update 

 

We are pleased to report the addition of $31.20 for recycle 

aluminum. This brings our total from recycle aluminum to 

$5,212.16 and our grand total from all recycling to 

$10,505.58. Sincere thanks for your support of our ongoing 

recycling program for missionaries Rob Hilbert and Robin 
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McCoy. REMINDER: NO PLASTIC, CARDBOARD, OR 

TRASH IN THE DUMPSTER. Thank you. 
 

March Birthdays 

Kathy Scheer               3-2 

Blake Alexander          3-3 

Rigley Faulkner           3-5 

Amber Door                   3-6      We wish all 

Dawn Brune         3-7       of you a Blessed 

Wyatt Phelps   3-9       Birthday or                        

Deborah Donatti          3-11      Anniversary 

Barbara Kassebaum     3-12 

Tom Anderson             3-13 

Trent Huellinghoff       3-14 

LaRayne Brune            3-15 

Lorra Gleitz Harty       3-15 

Corey Kasmann           3-15 

Kyle Kassebaum          3-16 

Gregory Scheer            3-18 

Matthew Kassebaum    3-18 

Paige Thurmond           3-18 

Gilbert H. Wesselschmidt  3-21 

Carson Andrew Schroeder      3-21 

Wm. David Reynolds             3-25 

Dorris Bade      3-27 

Ethan Ryan Brune      3-27 

Brett Matthew Patterson        3-28 

Jase Pitzen      3-29 

Diane Luechtefeld                  3-30 

 

March Anniversaries 

Harvey and Nancy Quinn  3-17 

Greg and Kara Scheer          3-30 
If your Birthday or Anniversary is not 

listed correctly or not listed at all, 

Please let Mary know! 
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Altar Guild for March 

Judy Allmeroth and Joyce Hohlt 

 

Usher Schedule for March 

1:  Doug Eckelkamp 

2:  Eugene Scheer 

3:  Don Kappelmann 

4:  Albert Bade 

5:  Matt Kassebaum 

Alternate:  Philip Pelster 

Head Usher:  Wilbert Baumann 

 
 

Easter Breakfast 

 

Plan to join us for breakfast after the sunrise service on Easter  

Sunday, April 1, 2018. We will have an assortment of  

breakfast casseroles, juice, milk, coffee cake, donuts, and  

coffee. A free will offering will be used for our missionaries  

support (Robin McCoy and Rob Hilbert Family).  

 

About the Palm Crosses 

 

Palm Sunday is March 25
th

 when we will be receiving the 

Palm Crosses.  We have received the Palm Crosses from 

Creative Communications for the Parish.  They are happy to 

be a distributor of these handmade palm crosses to churches 

throughout our country.  Here are some interesting facts about 

these crosses:  Palm crosses are not only an aid to our 

observance of Palm Sunday, these particular crosses are a 

way for us to help support self-help programs and community 

projects in East Africa.  The crosses are imported by a 

volunteer-run program of fellow Christians in this country.  

All of their net proceeds and any donations are returned to 

East Africa in the form of non-denominational grants.  These 

grants have enriched  the lives of hundreds of Africans who 

desperately need assistance, encouragement and hope for a 
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better tomorrow.  Projects supported through the palm crosses 

include agricultural and vocational training schools, safe 

community water systems and emergency relief for victims of 

civil strife, drought and other disasters.  Total grants from 

African palms have exceeded $1,000,000.  The crosses are 

made throughout the year in seven mud villages in Tanzania, 

often involving whole families in the process.  Tanzanian 

workers who make the crosses are paid generous wages for 

their labor. 

 

Hilbert Happenings 

 

We have several copies of the Hilbert Happenings – 

Botswana Lutheran Bible Translators Prayer Newsletter at the 

back of Church.  They are having some serious health issues 

with family members back here in the United States, so they 

will be returning back to the US to address these issues and 

spend time with family.  They will continue with Lutheran 

Bible Translators this year.  For now the projects they have 

been working on (specifically the Shekgalagari Bible 

Translation Project) will transition to Carl and Kelsey Grulke 

now in 2018.  The Hilberts ask that we keep them in our 

prayers during this transition and to be patient with them as 

they work out the details.   

Please help yourself to a copy of this interesting Prayer 

Letter! 

Robin McCoy Newsletter  (Bird Seed) 

 

We also have some copies of Robin McCoy’s February 

Newsletter at the back of Church.  Robin has been having 

some health issues but is feeling much better now. 

Please help yourself to a copy of Robin’s Newsletter. 
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The Heart of Happiness 

 

Today, look around and smile at your life and your choices.  

Don’t worry about the pats you should have taken or the 

opportunities you ignored, instead, breathe in the life that 

surrounds you – let it fill your soul with light and hope. 

Life can be so busy, and we sometimes take for granted the 

important little things that make us smile.  Look at the sunset, 

share a cup of coffee with your best friend, or hear the wind 

rustle through the trees.  Take some time to listen to life and 

feel the sun on your face.  Stop to watch butterflies in your 

garden. 

The gifts of beauty, inspiration, love, and happiness are 

everywhere! 

 

Picnic June 10 – Silent Auction 

 

We will again be having the silent auction at the picnic 

this year.  Thank you for your help in the past with 

donations and we hope that you will help again this year.  If 

you have any crafts you have made or any other item you 

wish to donate, PLEASE get them to church by May 30th.  

We need to get the bid sheets ready, lists compiled and all 

the items ready to put out a week after that.  If you have 

something that can not be brought that early, like plants or 

food, let Karen know what it is, the price and the donor by the 

30th.  I will be able to do the paper work for the item and 

have a place for the item on the tables, along with the paper 

work.  We would also appreciate your help in getting the 

itemsin early so we can include them on the auction list, so 

everyone can see all the items up for auction, not just 

those which came in early. 

 

There will be request letters on the back table for you to give 

to businesses for donations.  If you have a business that you 
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frequent, help give them some advertising by asking them for 

a donation for the auction. Thank you for your help in making 

the auction successful again this year!! 

 

Stewardship Thoughts for March 

 

Hudson Taylor, a Nineteenth Century British missionary to 

China, is reported to have said, “God’s work, done in God’s 

way, will not lack God’s supply.” To know God’s way, we 

need to know His Holy Word. Or to say it another way: you 

need to know your Bible.  

 

St. Paul, before he spends two chapters on giving, wrote that 

every thought is to be taken captive to the obedience of Christ 

(2 Cor. 10:5).  

 

Doctrine matters. And doctrine matters because the Scriptures 

matter. And the Scriptures matter because this is where we 

learn the teaching of Christ. Our thoughts must be brought 

into line with the teaching of Scripture so that our work is 

what God wants done and so that we do this work in His way. 

 

A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree bears bad fruit. We 

have been made good trees in holy baptism. We are fertilized 

and pruned for bearing good fruit by constantly hearing God’s 

Word preached and taught in sermon and Bible Class and in 

receiving the life-giving, faith-sustaining food of the Lord’s 

Supper. Remember your doctrine, hold on to the Lord’s 

teaching, and your thoughts will be taken captive to the 

obedience of Christ.  

 

Bringing every thought captive to the obedience of Christ is 

recognizing that God does provide. The Lord’s Prayer teaches 

us to pray for daily bread. Praying this day in and day out 

reminds us that the Lord is the giver of our daily bread, and 

that we are to gives thanks for His daily provision of it.  
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God is rarely early and never late in His work, as Abraham 

learned, “on the mount of the Lord it will be provided” (Gen. 

22:14). The Lord’s generosity forms our generosity in return. 

Thus, we set aside for the work of God a generous, first-

fruits, proportion of the daily bread that God has given to us. 

This act of trust in the Lord’s provision is the working out of 

our faith in Him.  

 

When budgetary discussions pop up, our natural reaction is to 

point fingers. But remember your doctrine, and what your 

mother taught about pointing fingers. Our first natural 

reaction is not always right. In fact, when our thoughts are 

brought into captivity of Christ, our first reaction should be 

repentance.  

 

It should raise questions in our own lives. As good trees in 

Christ who are to bear good fruit, we should ask whether our 

thoughts are taken captive by obedience to Christ. Have we 

given generously? Have we given our first-fruits? You know. 

And God knows. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 

throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf 

of those whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 Chron. 16:9).  

 

God will provide. He always has and He always will. He 

gives His meat in due season. He has not left you as orphans, 

but has grafted you into His own family. You belong to Him. 

Remember this, letting this thought dwell in you richly. And 

you will then be rich toward others.  
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March 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Lenten Worship in 

fellowship hall 

10:00 AM 

2 
Ladies Aid 1:30 

PM 

3 
Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 3:00 

PM 

4 
Sunday School 9:00 

AM 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 10:00 

AM 

5 6 
Adult Class 6:30 AM 

 

Elders 7:30 PM 

 

7 
Confirmation 6:30  

Choir 6:30 

Lenten Service 7:00 

PM 

8 
Lenten Worship in 

fellowship hall 

10:00 AM 

9 10 
Worship 3:00 PM 

 

11 Daylight 

Savings Time Begins 

 

Sunday School 9:00  

Worship 10:00 AM 

12 13 
Adult Class 6:30 AM 

 

14 
Confirmation 6:30  

Choir 6:30 

Lenten Service 7:00 

PM 

15 
Lenten Worship in 

fellowship hall 

10:00 AM 

16 17 
Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 5:00 

PM 

18  
Sunday School 9:00 

AM 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 10:00 

AM 

19 20 
Adult Class 6:30 AM 

 

21 
Confirmation 6:30  

Choir 6:30 

Lenten Service 7:00 

PM 

22Lenten Worship 

in fellowship hall 
10:00 AM 

Education/Sunday 

School Teachers 

7:00 PM 

23 24 
Worship 5:00 PM 

 

25 Palm Sunday 

Sunday School 9:00  

Worship 10:00 AM 

26 27 
Adult Class 6:30 AM 

 

28 29 Maundy Thurs. 

Worship 10:00 AM 

w/ Holy Com. 

Confirmation 6:30 

Choir 6:30 PM 

Worship 7:00 PM w/ 

Holy Communion 

30 
Good Friday  

Worship 10:00 AM 

(In Church) 

 

Worship 7:00 PM 

31 
Holy Saturday 

Service 5:00 PM with 

Holy Communion 

 

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/good-friday.php

