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Sermon for 5th Sunday after 
Epiphany 

 

The Healer of  Body and Soul 

Today's Gospel picks up right after the Gospel from last 
week.  In last week's Gospel, a demon tried to interrupt 
Jesus as He taught in the Synagogue.  Jesus ordered the 
demon out of the victim.  It was a really bad epiphany for the 
demon and a really good epiphany for the victim who was 
now free of the demon.  

Last week's Gospel told us that Jesus was teaching in the 
synagogue on the Sabbath.  It was the tradition for one of 
the members of the synagogue to invite the rabbi home after 
Sabbath services.  So it was not that unusual for Simon to 
invite Jesus to his home.  That is, this would not be unusual 
under ordinary circumstances.  

However, today's Gospel tells us that when they arrived at 
Simon's house, they told Him that Simon's mother-in-law 

Text: Genesis Mark 1:30-31 
 
Simon’s mother-in-law was in 
bed with a fever, and they 
immediately told Jesus about 
her. So he went to her, took 
her hand and helped her up. 
The fever left her and she 
began to wait on them. 
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was sick.  Now, let's take just a moment to look at this from 
the viewpoint of Simon's wife.  

She has been caring for her mother who had a serious 
fever.  The fever was so bad that she could not get out of 
bed.  Wives, what kind of shape is your house in when 
you've been caring for sick people in your house?  Do you 
really want your husband to bring the pastor home for lunch 
after church on Sunday?  What would you say if that same 
pastor went straight into your mother's room without so much 
as a "pardon me?"  

It's bad enough that Simon brought his associates from the 
fishing business with him, but to bring the rabbi as well.  
Never the less, Jesus went to Simon's mother-in-law to 
check on her.  He found His way to her side.  It wasn't really 
the place for a man of that culture to be so familiar with the 
women of the house.  It was certainly inappropriate for a 
rabbi.  Never the less, here is the Holy one of God - the 
kingdom of God in the flesh - and he came to the side of the 
feverish woman.  He took the woman's hand and her fever 
was gone.  

Notice that Jesus didn't just heal her, but He provided a full 
recovery.  Ordinarily, a person takes a day or two to get their 
strength back after recovering from a fever.  Simon's mother-
in-law didn't need a day.  She didn't even need a minute.  
She returned to her vocation as matriarch of the house 
immediately.  One sentence tells the whole story: "he came 
and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever left 
her, and she began to serve them."  Jesus had provided 
instant healing and recovery.  What a marvelous epiphany 
this was for Simon's mother-in-law.  
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That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were 
sick or oppressed by demons.  And the whole city was 
gathered together at the door.  

The people had seen what Jesus did for the demon 
possessed man at the synagogue.  The word about Simon's 
mother-in-law also began to make its way around the 
community.  It was not surprising that the people turned out 
for healing.  

But why did the people wait until sundown?  Well, remember 
that it was the Sabbath.  People could only walk a certain 
distance without violating the law against working on the 
Sabbath.  When the sun went down, the Sabbath was over 
and everyone who had a friend or a loved one who was sick 
or demon possessed showed up at Simon's door.  It was a 
long night for Jesus.  

Take a moment to imagine the impact of these events.  
Jesus has just begun to call His disciples.  In fact, it is very 
likely that Jesus had not yet called all twelve of His 
disciples.  It is early in His ministry.  All these exorcisms and 
healings are new to everyone.  Jesus was still in the process 
of revealing Himself to the world.  We have heard about 
Jesus and His miracles for years so we don't really 
appreciate the impact of these miraculous signs.  Jesus was 
about to become wildly popular.  

A severe temptation comes with that popularity.  You see, 
He was becoming popular for all the wrong reasons.  The 
people of Capernaum would be eager for Jesus to stay in 
their town and provide them with healing.  It would have 
been very easy for Him to set up the first century equivalent 
of a medical clinic.  He could settle down, heal people's 
diseases, and live a life of peace and prosperity.  This was a 
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temptation for Him to be the Messiah that the people wanted 
instead of the Messiah who takes away the sins of the world.  

This is the old temptation that the devil was always bringing 
before Jesus: Take the easy way - avoid the cross with its 
pain and death.  This was going to be the temptation that 
followed Jesus right up to the moment when His enemies 
taunted Him with the words, [Mark 15:30, 32] "Save yourself, 
and come down from the cross!" This would be the 
temptation throughout Jesus' ministry.  

It was at times like this that Jesus got away from the people.  
He went to a desolate place.  It was in these places that He 
prayed to His Father in Heaven.  It was in these places that 
He confronted His temptations and overcame them.  He was 
tempted to give up his mission of bringing salvation to a 
world of sin and demonic evils. He had been sent not to build 
an army and overthrow governments, but to overcome 
Satan. He had been sent not to carve out a few square miles 
of ancient Israel and set up a new Garden of Eden, but to 
open heaven's gates to us. His mission was not to become a 
miracle worker who would satisfy the desires of those who 
stood in line to see him, but to do his Father's will and bring 
eternal life to all people (John 3:16).  

That was the temptation facing Jesus.  He could stick around 
Capernaum and build his own little empire for a select few.  
But that would have meant abandoning what he came to do.  
He had been in a desolate place before. In the wilderness, 
Satan tempted him with this very temptation—if Jesus would 
just worship him.  Jesus would have none of that!  Three 
years later, in the Garden of Gethsemane, the night he was 
betrayed, the night he would be beaten and sentenced to 
die, he was tempted to walk away from his mission of 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2015.30
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2015.32
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
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bringing forgiveness, eternal life, and salvation to the whole 
world.  

But Jesus would not give in to the temptation. No, he went to 
the most desolate place of all - the cross.  It is to that cross 
that He carried the sins of the entire world.  The cross is a 
place where all our burdens and hurts are gathered together 
and placed on Jesus.  It is the place where our punishment 
was placed on Him.  It is a place of agony and suffering.  It is 
a place of death.  It is a place where even God the Father in 
heaven abandons him to the evils of hell.  

Yet out of these places of desolation comes our eternal 
destiny.  His mission was to bring forgiveness, to bear our 
griefs and sins.  His mission was to open up heaven's gate 
to us.  His mission was to bring eternal life.  And on Easter 
morning, he did just that.  Out of a desolate tomb, a grave, a 
place of death, Jesus rises from the dead.  Satan defeated.  
Evil cast aside.  Death undone.  Sin no longer holding him 
down.  Mission accomplished.  Salvation is won.  

Simon didn't understand this … yet.  He, the other disciples, 
the people of Capernaum, and all the other people who were 
attracted to Jesus because of His healing power didn't 
understand why Jesus was ready to abandon His popularity 
in Capernaum and go to the other towns in Galilee.  They 
were expecting a messiah who fit their expectations.  

The time would come for them.  They would witness Christ 
on the cross.  They would witness Christ risen from the 
dead.  Then - and only then - would they begin to 
understand the real mission of the Christ to this earth.  Then 
- and only then - would they understand when Jesus told 
them His mission was to suffer and rise on the third day. 
(Luke 24:46-47) Then - and only then - would they 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2024.46-47
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understand that the Son of God took on the flesh of man in 
order to earn forgiveness, life, and salvation for all people.  

The devil still tempts us to make up a Christ that suits our 
desires - that fulfills our fantasies.  The devil is very happy 
when we place our trust in a Christ that is a figment of our 
own imagination.  The devil would be very happy if we had 
the same attitude as the citizens of Capernaum at the 
beginning of Jesus' ministry.  

Jesus didn't come to establish a clinic at Capernaum.  His 
miracles are recorded for us as a sign of His greater mission 
- the mission to cure our true sickness - our sin.  Part of His 
mission was to face the temptation of popularity and 
overcome it.  He overcame this temptation and all other 
temptations so that He led a life without sin.  He then gave 
up that perfect, sinless life so that we could have eternal life 
- eternal life with Him and the Father and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

 


