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AS WE GATHER: The imposition of ashes on Ash 

Wednesday is a sign of mortality and death. On this first day 

of Lent, we enter the season with an extended time of 

repentance and confession of sin. We reflect on Jesus’ holy 

Passion as we hear the account of His journey to the cross 

culminating in His suffering and death. We pray that our Lord 

might bless this time of penitence and reflection as we await 

His resurrection. 

  

 PREPARATION  

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Due to the solemn character of the day, preservice music 

and a hymn of invocation are omitted. The pastor and 

acollytes enter in silence. 

 

Pastor: Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy 

season of prayerful and penitential reflection. 

Our attention is especially directed to the holy 

sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

From ancient times, the season of Lent has been 

kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, 

and humble repentance born of a faithful heart 

that dwells confidently on God’s Word and 
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draws from it life and hope. 

 

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for 

the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of 

His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this 

Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter 

with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity 

and truth. 

 

THE LITANY page 279 of LW 

 

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

 

The pastor and acolytes receive ashes first, followed by the 

congregation. Using the right thumb, the pastor places the 

ashes on the forehead of each person in the sign of the cross, 

saying: 

 

Pastor: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 

shall return. 

 

CHOIR “Savior, When in Dust to Thee”    

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

DIVINE SERVICE I,  page 136 

 

HYMNS 231, 236, 245 
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