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Sermon for the Baptism of 
Our Lord 

 

A Sign of the Times 

Have you ever asked God for a sign?  Have you ever asked 
Him to show Himself, to prove Himself…to do something?  
We’ve all been there, I know.  We’ve all asked God to take 
action and do something.  I’m also quite confident that we’ve 
all faithfully asked God to use us in carrying out His will.  
“Lord, I want to help.  Thy will be done.  Show me how.  Use 
me.  Here I am!  Send me!” And then we sit back and 
wait…and wait…and wait…and we become convinced that 
either God said “no” or “not yet” or worse—He just didn’t 
answer us.  Now, to be sure, I’m not denying the fact that 
God, as our loving heavenly Father, does sometimes say 
“no” or “not yet.” In fact, we know this is true, and we know 
that it is for our good.  And in that way, we also know by faith 
that God hears and answers all our prayers.  No prayer ever 
goes unanswered or ignored or unheard.  We know this.  I 
don’t think anyone here disagrees with any of this.  

Text: 1 Samuel 3:10 
 
The Lord came and stood 
there, calling as at the other 
times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
 
Then Samuel said, “Speak, 
for your servant is listening.” 
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What I find so amusing, though, are those times when God 
does take action and answer our prayers…just not in the 
way we expect.  “God works in mysterious ways,” or as I like 
to say: God does a lot of His work from “left field.” I know you 
know what I mean, because we all use this phrase in 
everyday life.  If something is completely odd or out of the 
ordinary or unexpected, we say that it came out of left field.  
Whatever it was caught us completely off-guard.  It wasn’t at 
all what we were anticipating.   

That’s why I love our lessons appointed for this morning.  
Consider the Old Testament lesson.  It’s not hard to see that 
both young Samuel and elderly Eli were both caught off-
guard by the Lord’s left-field entrance.  It’s one thing for 
young Samuel to not understand the first couple callings, but 
even priestly Eli didn’t get it.  It was only after the third time 
that the little light bulb of faith clicks on in Eli’s head.  “Hey, 
this might be God calling you.  If it happens again, say this, 
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.’” And the rest, as they 
say, is history.  

Now, I’m sure we can all relate to Eli and the fact that he 
missed God’s initial workings and callings because they 
were unexpected and out of left field.  Been there, done 
that.  Who among us hasn’t?  I’m sure we all like to think that 
we can also relate to Eli because eventually Eli did get it.  
The light bulb eventually went on, and things began to rightly 
and faithfully progress, even if it took a couple of tries to get 
it going.  Again, been there, done that.  And you know 
what?  I’m not going to argue with you or discourage you in 
this understanding.  After all, nothing has really changed, 
has it?  So why should our reality be any different than 
Eli’s?   
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What I do want to draw your attention to is Nathanael’s 
response to Philip when Philip shared the exciting news, 
“We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth.  We have found the 
promised Messiah!  God has kept His Word, and that Word 
has been fulfilled in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.” And 
how does Nathanael respond?  “Can anything good come 
out Nazareth?” Just let those words sink in for a moment.  
Those are the words of a skeptic; a doubter; a cynic.  
“Nazareth?  That po-dunk, God-forsaken place?!  There’s 
nothing there!  The promised Messiah is going to come from 
Nazareth?  Why on earth would God do that?  It can’t be.”  

Now, before you look down your nose at Nathanael, ask 
yourself how often you’ve voiced very similar questions 
when confronted with God’s will and working in your life.  
“Can anything good come out of this—this place, this 
occurrence, this person?  Why is this happening to me?  
Why would God use or work through that guy?  Why on 
earth would God cause or permit this to happen?” Worse 
yet, you know as well as I do that there are times that God is 
working great and wonderful things in our lives; real and 
tangible things we can see and hear and behold—i.e., the 
Word rightly taught and the Sacraments rightly 
administered—but because these things don’t match with 
our great expectations, our visions, and our assumptions of 
how things are supposed to be, we’re quick to dismiss, to 
rebel, to argue, and to fight.  We’ll take a bold stand and 
raise hell and cause schism, all because “this couldn’t 
possibly be of or from God.” Why?  Because it’s not what 
you expected?  Because from your perception it’s coming 
out of left field?  Like Nathanael, we only believe after we’ve 
been thoroughly, perhaps even miraculously, convinced.   
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And how often does this happen to us?  I shudder to even 
think about it.  There’s an old adage that says you shouldn’t 
pray for rain unless you’re willing to carry an umbrella.  We 
might say it a little differently: Careful what you wish for/pray 
for, because you just might get it.  We pray, “Thy will be 
done,” but when “Thy will” doesn’t match “My will,” the 
problems arise.  

So what’s the cure?  What’s the remedy?  Do we just resign 
ourselves to the fact that we’re natural cynical, skeptical 
sinners, and God is just going to have to work with it?  No!  
Consider, for a moment, how God worked through Philip 
when Nathanael confronted him with his skepticism and 
doubt.  “Come and see.” Philip didn’t shrug his shoulders 
and turn his back, comforting himself with the cowardly 
assurance, “Well…I tried.  His loss.” Philip didn’t stand and 
argue with Nathanael.  He didn’t try to “bait and switch” or 
ambush Nathanael into a meeting.  Rather, Philip simply 
responded with the very words that Jesus had spoken to 
Andrew a couple days earlier when Andrew asked Jesus 
where He was staying.  “Come and see.” Philip essentially 
let Christ do the talking.  He used Christ’s own words.  And 
guess what?  They worked!  The Word of God was 
efficacious.  It worked, not because Philip contributed and 
did his part, but rather because Philip humbled himself and 
let God work His will according to His ways and means.   

Folks: Nothing has changed.  This is the all-redemptive cure 
for you and your sinful skepticism and your propensity to 
doubt God when He seems to be working out of left field.  
Come and see.  Come and hear.  Come and take and eat, 
for the forgiveness of all your sin.  My fellow redeemed: Look 
around you.  Is not God continually at work in your very 
midst; in your daily life?  We live in a very fallen and sinful 
world, and things aren’t getting any better or easier for 
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faithful Christians.  We pray that God’s will be done.  We 
pray, “Come, Lord Jesus.” We pray…and we pray…and we 
pray…and still we despair; still we doubt; still we’re 
skeptical.  Why?  Maybe it’s because we’re not seeing 
results.  Maybe because the results we are seeing are not 
what we want or expect to see.  “This can’t be it.” My friends: 
Maybe the problem isn’t that God is coming out of left field to 
work.  Maybe it’s our orientation that’s all messed up.  
Maybe we’re the ones out in left field.  

And this brings up a great point that we can close on.  We 
know and confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  
We sin by what we do and what we leave undone.  We are 
the ones out in left field, so to speak.  Sometimes, we’re not 
even in the ballpark.  And yet…that’s where our Lord comes 
to meet us.  You see, the invitation to “come and see” isn’t a 
quest that you must undertake and endure in order to find 
Christ, as if He’s some sort of divine “Where’s Waldo?” You 
are not called to the Holy Land or to the deepest depths of 
the sea or the highest heights of the mountains in order to 
find Jesus.  Jesus isn’t lost.  Jesus isn’t off-track.  You are.  
Repent.  Turn around.  It’s that simple.  He’s right there, 
arms open and inviting, wanting nothing more than to 
receive you into His blessed embrace.   

Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world.  Behold, the Lamb of God, who died and rose again 
for you; who baptized you into His death and resurrection, 
stealing you from the clutches of sin, death, and the devil, 
making you His own precious child and treasure; a treasure 
so precious He willingly laid down His life in exchange for it.  
Behold, your Lord and Savior, with you now and always, 
even to the very end of the age.  My fellow redeemed: Just 
consider all the great things we have beheld and continue to 
behold with our eyes and ears of faith; the eyes and ears of 



 6 

life that God has freely given to us; the eyes and ears that 
are able to behold the Son of God—Immanuel—in our midst, 
for our good, for our life and salvation.  Consider these 
things, and give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, and 
His mercy and goodness endures forever…and extends 
even out into left field for a bunch of sinful skeptics like us.  
Truly, the Lord does work in mysterious ways, and thank 
God that He does!  

 


