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  AS WE GATHER: The assaults on our faith come daily 

from the world in which we live and from our own sinful 

nature, which lives in us. But something else—indeed, 

Someone else—also lives in us, Christ’s Holy Spirit. We Live 

In Faith Everyday (L.I.F.E.) because Christ lives in us. Sexual 

sins and the erosion of marriage and family present especially 

difficult challenges. Our Life Sunday service addresses these 

issues and provides hope, faith, issues in our Christian life. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Lord God, our heavenly 

Father, who has been faithful to us through Jesus Christ, 

enable us by the power of your Holy Spirit to trust in Your 

faithfulness and walk in faith every day, through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

Entrance Hymn: “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” (LW 

139) 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

C  Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution (Psalm 30) 

P  Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! O Lord, hear my 

voice!  

C  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for 

mercy!  

P  If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who 

could stand?  

C  But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be 

feared. 

P  I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I 

hope;  

C  My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for 

the morning, more than watchmen for the morning. 

C  O Lord of might and mercy, Who made us to hope 

for life in You, we confess that we have sought hope 

in ourselves instead and stolen hope from our 

neighbors. We have sinned against what You 

command and against what You create. Our 

selfishness has closed our hearts, our ears and eyes 

and hands, to Your Word of truth and love. As we 

have no hope apart from Your grace, forgive us and 

redeem us for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

P  O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is 

steadfast love, and with Him is plentiful redemption. He 

will redeem Israel from all his iniquities. Christ Jesus 

died for your trespasses and rose for your justification. 

Upon this your confession, and under His authority, I, as 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
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C  Amen. 

 

Introit: Psalm 65:5; 146:5-9  

 

P  By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, O 

God of our salvation, 

C  the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the 

farthest seas; 

P  Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

C  whose hope is in the Lord his God, 

P  who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in 

them, 

C  who keeps faith forever; 

P  who executes justice for the oppressed, 

C  who gives food to the hungry. 

P  The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes 

of the blind. 

C  The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the 

Lord loves the righteous. 

P  The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the 

widow and the fatherless, 

C  but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit;  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise: “O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ 

Desire” (LW 151) 
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Collect 

P Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of 

faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You have 

promised, we may love what You have commanded; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, Who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C  Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading (Jeremiah 29:4-14) 

Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles 

whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 

Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their 

produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives 

for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they 

may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not 

decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent 

you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its 

welfare you will find your welfare. For thus says the Lord of 

hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your 

diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to 

the dreams that they dream, for it is a lie that they are 

prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, declares 

the Lord.  

For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for 

Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise 

and bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have 

for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, 

to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me 

and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek 
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me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will 

be found by you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your 

fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places 

where I have driven you, declares the Lord, and I will bring 

you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle Reading (1 Peter 3:15-22) 

In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 

prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 

and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are 

slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may 

be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 

that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.  

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death 

in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and 

proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because they formerly did 

not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, 

while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, 

eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, 

which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of 

dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 

gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 

authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn of Acclamation: “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, 

Come” (LW 34) 

Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, Only hope for sinful 

mortals! 

Come, O Savior of the world! Open are to Thee all portals. 

Come, Thy beauty let us see; Anxiously we wait for Thee. 

Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! Jesus, hear our supplication! 

Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, Bring us blessing and 

salvation, 

That forever we may sing: Hail! Hosanna to our King. 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth 

chapter. 

C  Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Gospel Reading (Mark 4:1-9, 26-32) 

Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large 

crowd gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat in 

it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the 

land. And he was teaching them many things in parables, and 

in his teaching he said to them: “Listen! Behold, a sower went 

out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, 

and the birds came and devoured it. Other seed fell on rocky 

ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately it 

sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun 

rose, it was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered 

away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 

and choked it, and it yielded no grain. And other seeds fell 

into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing 
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and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” And 

he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should 

scatter seed on the ground. He sleeps and rises night and day, 

and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The earth 

produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full 

grain in the ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in 

the sickle, because the harvest has come.”  

And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of 

God, or what parable shall we use for it? It is like a grain of 

mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the 

smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows 

up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out 

large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in 

its shade.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed – page 166 

 

Sermon Hymn: “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee” 

(LW420) 

  

Sermon 

Offering 

 

Offering Hymn: (sung to page 175 LW) 
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me, Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

 

Prayers 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 

P For the holy Christian Church gathered here and 

scattered throughout the world, that in the face of 

sinfulness and suffering, we find our entire life and hope 

in the Lord Jesus Christ, and that our ministry and 

witness steadfastly hold forth this Gospel of forgiveness 

and salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P For this land, that its leaders and laws resist temptations 

to allow or employ death as a solution, but instead, as 

instruments of the Almighty Maker, they respect and 

protect the hope and preciousness intrinsic to every 

human being, particularly those endangered by abortion, 

assisted suicide, and other such satanic deceptions, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P For our communities and schools, that by God’s 

guidance they pursue truth rather than public approval, 

civil discourse rather than demands, and the common 

good rather than convenience, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P For marriages and homes, parents and children, that they 

remain refuges of hope for one another, embodying and 
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mediating the same acceptance and servanthood the 

Heavenly Father has bestowed in establishing these 

blessed vocations for us, let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P For those burdened under distress and despair, including 

all who mourn sins against life, that our Redeemer raise 

their eyes to receive peace in God’s forgiveness and 

cradle their hearts until Christ’s compassion heals them, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P For those dealing with diseases, disabilities, or dying,   

that our Savior’s grace grants them relief and recovery 

in His time and according to His will, and that He 

strengthens them with the promise of bodily resurrection 

and sustains them in the hope of everlasting life, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P For those rejoicing in God’s rich life-giving that we 

mark these occasions as tokens of a fuller hope in the 

new creation and we hail them as foretastes of our even 

greater inheritance in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C  Lord, have mercy. 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all 

for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C  Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S Supper – page 170 

Chief of Sinners Though I Be (LW 285)  
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Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (LW 276) 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord (LW 240)   

  

Closing Hymn “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” (LW 247) 

  

Postlude 

 
Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®, 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Service written by Lutherans For Life 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with us 

today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during our 

worship on this Third Sunday after Epiphany (Life Sunday).  

Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the 

guest register near the front entrance with your name, address 

and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

In Our Prayers – We want to continue in our prayers, Cooper 

Charles Schroeder, infant son of Andrew and Kelsey Schroeder, 

who has had some health problems.  Ron Nieman, who is 

hospitalized at the rehabilitation facility, Mercy Hospital in St. 

Louis.  We also want to remember Tammie Pohlmann, who has 

begun her cancer treatments and also her mother and brother 

who have been hospitalized in Columbia.  We also want to pray for 

Esther Hoemann who is doing better this past week and 

improving slowly. We also remember our many shut in and elderly 

members that do not get out at this time of the year because of the 

cold weather:  Gail Meyer, Chris Anderson, Doris Biermann, 

Art Hohlt, Helen Bode, Mildred Althage, Hugo Nething, Bob 
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Bunge, Shirley Schearman,and Leola Deppermann who is now 

at New Haven Care Center.  Please consider sending them a note 

that we are thinking and praying for them or give them a call or 

make a visit.  Please remember Esther Voelker in our prayers as 

she is now on Hospice Care. We also remember Yvonne Gleitz 

who has critical health issues at Cedar Crest in Washington, 

Missouri. 

 

Our Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be held tomorrow 

(Monday) evening, January 22
nd

 at 7:30 PM.  Please come to 

this important meeting! The election of officers will take place. 

The following is  a list of candidates for officers of our 

congregation. 

 

Board of Elders – David Menke 

President – Paul Brune 

Vice President – Don Koppelmann 

Secretary – Mark Kassebaum 

Treasurer – Mary Hiatt 

Trustees – Jeff Bopp 

Board of Education – Karen Scheer 

Stewardship – Roland Walkenhorst 

Evangelism – Judy Allmeroth  

 

Thank You – Esther Hoemann would like to express her heartfelt 

thank you for the many cards and calls while she has been going 

through her recent illness. Your prayers and support has given her 

much needed comfort. Esther also would like to thank Pastor and 

Margaret for their visits and phone calls. 

 

Who Are Lutherans for Life? Lutherans For Life (LFL) is so 

much more than an organization that produces facts and figures 
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and keeps people informed on the latest life related news and 

political maneuverings. LFL is about speaking the truth of life—

about Bringing Good News to Life. LFL applies the Good News of 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the life issues, making Jesus known 

as the Son of God and Savior of all who can help and make a 

difference in people’s lives.  

 

The focus of Lutherans For Life is two-fold. First, we desire to say 

very clearly that death is not an acceptable, God-pleasing way to 

deal with the problems of life. Second, we desire to say very 

clearly that there is a better way. We ground both of these in the 

truth of God’s holy Word. His Word defines what is not 

acceptable. His Word points to a better way, He who is The Way, 

Jesus Christ. 

 

A Life Quote from Lutherans for Life January 21 “Life issues 

didn’t arise overnight. Their frequent connection to medical 

technology can make them seem like recent developments—

and advances in understanding physiology and 

pharmaceuticals have made abortion and euthanasia more 

efficient and available of late. But these circumstances have 

been causing society’s difficulties—and providing 

opportunities to proclaim the Gospel—since ancient 

times.” Rev. Michael W. Salemink, executive director of 

Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 

www.lutheransforlife.org 
 

THANK YOU EBENEZER MISSION SOCIETY FOR YOUR 

CONTINUED SUPPORT OF LUTHERANS FOR LIFE. 

 

Lutheran Witness Renewals – Please be advised that the 

Lutheran Witness subscriptions will need to be renewed soon.  The 

2018 Lutheran Witness subscription is $15.96 (the same as last 
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year) for the year.  Please let Mary Sprick know if you would like 

to renew or cancel your subscription or have a new subscription. 

We will have to renew or buy a new subscription by Feb. 1st. 

You may give Mary a call or put a note on the desk in the office. 

 

Annual Statements of contributions for 2017 have been  

e-mailed.  Please print your statement immediately and keep it 

with your tax records.  

Members who to not have e-mail can pick up their printed 

statements from the ushers at the Church entrance.  If you receive a 

printed statement but have e-mail, please give us that address so 

we can send your statements electronically in the future to 

minimize the congregation’s printing and postage expense.  Send it 

to rolandwalkenhorst@gmail.com.  Please report any address 

corrections to Mary Sprick.  If you do not receive a statement and 

want one, call Roland Walkenhorst at 573-459-6702. 

 

Offering Envelopes – Members, please pick up your 2018 

offering envelopes (if you have not already done so), that are on 

the table near the Church entrance.  The accuracy of your 

contribution record depends on your envelope number being 

correct, so be sure to check it, both the box’s address label and the 

envelopes themselves.  It should be the same as in 2017.  Also, 

please report any address corrections to Mary Sprick. 

 

Please feel free to take your Poinsettia, that you donated to 

Church, home with you to enjoy!  The Poinsettias will not be 

kept too much longer, so if you want one to enjoy or plant, 

please take one home. 

 

Bible Reading Schedule – Is it time to read your Bible through 

from cover to cover?  Set aside ten minutes each morning before 

mailto:rolandwalkenhorst@gmail.com
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reading the paper or going to work.  Here is a Bible Reading 

Schedule for 2018.  A copy is included in the Newsletter, but if 

you would like to have additional copies, please pick one up in the 

back of Church 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday                        Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday                           Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday                   Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday                      Marvin Kassebaum 

Altar Guild                                     Jenny Huellinghoff and 

                                                         Barb Kassebaum 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Weekly Contributions               $1,205.00 

Plate                                                   19.00 

Sunday School                                   24.70 

Portals of Prayer                               45.00 

Epiphany Contributions                  10.00 

Lutheran Witness Subscriptions     51.00 

Energy Needs                                   100.00 

                                                      $1,454.70 

 

Attendance:         Saturday Worship      21 

                              Sunday Worship         62 

 

Sunday School Attendance:     Children    10 

                                                     Adults        16 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Monday                           Voters’ Meeting   7:30 PM 

Wednesday                      Confirmation     6:30 PM 

Saturday                          Worship   3:00 PM 
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