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From the Pastor’s Desk:  

  
If Only…   

 

The LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 

living being. … The LORD God took the man and put him in the 

Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the LORD God 

commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 

garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” … Now 

the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 

LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, 

‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said 

to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but 

God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 

middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'” 

“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For 

God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” When the woman 

saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 

eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate 

it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 

ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized 

they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 

coverings for themselves. Genesis 2:7, 15–17, 3:1–7 

 

“If only… I had more money.” 

 

“If only… I had a better relationship with my family.” 

 

“If only… I could just find the right job. 

 

It’s not only greed. It’s not only a desire for more. It’s a complete 

lack of faith in God to provide all that’s good. Adam and Eve fell 

into that trap. 
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“If only… we could have our eyes opened and be like God. If only 

we could know evil, as well as good. If only we could enjoy 

something more than what God has already given.” 

 

What more could God have given them? What more could God 

give us? We have from him all that we need and so much more. 

 

Yet we are not content with him. “If only …” 

 

If only there was a way out of this trap we have fallen into. If only 

God would take pity on us and forgive us for wanting more than 

him. If only there was a Rescuer to set us free from our foolish sin 

and greed and mistrust of God. If only there was a way to escape 

the curse of death that we have brought on ourselves. 

 

It’s more than “if only”–it’s a rock-solid, gospel-truth promise of 

God: the “offspring of the woman” (Genesis 3:15) has crushed the 

serpent’s head for us. His name is Jesus. “The wages of sin is 

death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(Romans 6:23). 

 

We don’t need “if onlys”. We have a gracious, forgiving Savior 

who is our all in all. The “only” we are assured of is John 3:16 

“God so loved the world that he gave his one and ONLY Son that 

whosever believes in him should not parish but have eternal life.” 

 

Prayer: Dear Father, forgive me for wanting more and failing to 

trust you for all. Thank you for forgiving me and saving me 

through Jesus, your Son. In him, I have all I could ever want. 

Amen. 

 

Lent Begins Wednesday, (Ash Wednesday) February 14
th

 

Wednesday Evening Services 7:00 PM 

 

Ash Wednesday, February 14 – “Return to the Lord, Who Is 

Gracious, Joel 2:12–19” The imposition of ashes on Ash 

Wednesday is a sign of mortality and death. On this first day of 

Lent, we enter the season with an extended time of repentance and 

confession of sin. We reflect on Jesus’ holy Passion as we hear the 
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account of His journey to the cross culminating in His suffering 

and death. We pray that our Lord might bless this time of 

penitence and reflection as we await His resurrection. 

 

Wednesday, February 21, Lenten Midweek 2: “Return to the 

Lord, Who Has Redeemed You, Isaiah 44:21–28” The Word of the 

Lord came to God’s people through the prophet Isaiah with divine 

reassurance: “But now thus says the Lord, He who created you, O 

Jacob, He who formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I have 

redeemed you’ ” (Isaiah 43:1). Daily we are reminded of our need 

for salvation; daily we turn to Jesus and find in Him our Redeemer. 

In centuries past and even today, God’s people have used time 

spent on a journey to deepen their devotional lives through prayer 

and reflection. In Lent we have a special reason to look to Jesus, 

the founder and perfecter of our faith. May we find blessing in that 

journey! 

 

Wednesday, February 28, Lenten Midweek 3: “Return to the 

Lord, Who Will Restore You, Jeremiah 15:19–21” “I will make it 

as good as new.” Those words of reassurance can provide a sense 

of relief and encouragement when something is broken and in need 

of repair. The Word of the Lord that came to the people of Israel 

through the prophet Jeremiah brought the promise of restoration to 

better days of living in harmony with God. It also brought a sense 

of hope. God said, “I will restore you; I will deliver you.” There is 

no “I might or I might not” when God promises something. God 

has kept and continues to keep His promises—we can count on 

that! 

 

THURSDAY LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES 10:00 AM 

THY WILL BE DONE – In Church Fellowship Hall 

 

February 15, Ash Wednesday Service, “God’s Will And God’s 

Promise” In this service for Ash Wednesday, we remember that by 

faith, Abraham trusted the will of God when he promised that a 

son would be born to him. God’s will was done when that son, 

Isaac, was born, and God’s will was done when his Son, Jesus, 

came into the world to redeem his people.  
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February 22, 2
nd

 Lenten Thursday Service “God’s Will And My 

Inadequacy” In this service for Week 2 of Lent, we remember that, 

at first, Moses did not think he could free the Israelites from 

slavery in Egypt. But God gave him confidence to set his people 

free. In Lent we remember that God sent his Son to do his will and 

set all people free from the slavery of sin. 

 

March 1, 3
rd

 Lenten Thursday Service “God’s Will And My 

Dreams” In this service for Week 2 of Lent, we remember that, 

anointed by God to rule in Judah, King David followed God’s will 

to shepherd his people, but often failed to live up to God’s dream 

for him. We welcome the Good Shepherd into our lives who 

fulfills God’s dream perfectly to gather his wandering sheep into 

the sheepfold of heaven. 

 

Chili & Soup Benefit Dinner for Jeff Bopp 

 

We will have a chili and soup dinner after church service on 

Sunday, February 18.  There will be a free will offering, which will 

go to the Jeff Bopp family. 

Hope you can come and enjoy the food, the fellowship and help 

out the Bopp family with their medical bills. 

 

 

Bell Ringer Schedule for February 

 

February 4 

 

February 11 

February 18 

 

February 25 

 

Altar Guild for February 

Mary Sprick 

February Birthdays 

Gilbert Brune                 2-7 
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Dorothy Kasmann          2-7 

Samuel Levi Angeles     2-7 

Ellie Lou Brune              2-9 

Mary Beth Hiatt             2-12 

Hugo Nething                2-14 

Donna Kirschenmann    2-15 

Pat Kappelmann            2-16 

Zachary Door               2-16 

Shirley Shearman          2-17 

Katelyn Bopp                2-17 

Jennifer Kasmann          2-18 

Art Hohlt                       2-19 

Aaron Wesche               2-20 

Alex Jacob Ward           2-20 

Katelynn Sue Lefmann  2-20 

Janet Redhage               2-22 

Bridget Phelps                2-23 

Ava Monzyk                   2-23 

Sharon Helling               2-24 

Cody Adams                   2-27 

Don Kappelmann           2-27 

Christopher Helling        2-28 

Ruby Bunge                   2-29 

 

February Anniversaries 

Alan and Julie Hilkerbaumer    2-18 

Brian and Jennifer Kasmann      2-24 

 

Usher Schedule for February 

1:  Donald Hoemann 

2:  Andrew Kassebaum 

3:  Trent Huellinghoff 

4:  Alan Hilkerbaumer 

5:  Elmer Kellmann 

Alternate:  Paul Brune 

Head Usher:  Lee Kassebaum 

 

Monthly Treasurer’s Summary 
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December 2017 
 

Beginning checking balance $13,748.46 

Receipts $24,226.83 

Disbursements $11,358.95 

Ending checking balance $26,616.34 

  

LCEF savings balance $30,600.03 

Thrivent FPDA balance $21,659.53 

  

Pledged to Missouri District for year $4,800.00 

Paid to Missouri District this year-to-date $4,800.00 

  

Year-to-date income less expenses $-2,200.54 

 

Stewardship Thoughts for February 

 

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of 

your love by comparing it with the ear-nestness of others.  

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 

he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you 

through his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:8-

9). 

 

Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul 

encourages, even challenges, the Church in Corinth to 

demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in 

giving. He does this because giving gener-ously is a gift of 

the Spirit given to us through the Gospel.  

 

St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, 

in speech, in knowledge, in complete ear-nestness and in your 

love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 

Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just as we grow in faith and 

speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit 

through the Word of God, so also do we grow in giving from 

the same Spirit through the same Word.  
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The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold 

in us. It’s not so much that we stop giving, but we don’t put it 

first. We treat it like all the other bills that must be paid. It 

becomes a chore, just one more thing to check off a list of 

things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us 

of the joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.  

 

On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and 

knowledge of divine things, a lack of excelling in giving is a 

sure sign that our faith and knowledge of God are under 

attack as well.  

 

Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the 

generosity of Christ Himself. Even though He was rich, He 

became poor so that we who are poor might become rich. 

Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of our Lord on the 

cross is the reason, source, and driving force for our 

generosity in giving to the church.  

 

And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might 

be rich in His grace—of which generous giving is part—so 

we also who are rich in His grace can excel in pressing His 

grace into service toward the gracious work of the church.  

 

Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may 

excel at it. And if you find that your heart has grown cold or 

indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read 

it at home. Attend Bible Class. Hear and listen to it preached 

in the Divine Service.  

 

Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His 

incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will strengthen your 

faith and knowledge. And where that excels, so will the grace 

of giving excel also.  
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Ebenezer Lutheran Church Officers – 2018 

The following were elected as officers of our congregation at 

our last Quarterly Voters’ Meeting held Monday, January 22. 

Minutes of the meeting will be published later in the bulletin. 

 

Board of Elders 

Warren Bauche 573-237-2230  

101 Wall St., New Haven, MO 63068 

 

Tom Anderson 573-237-3898 Cell: 573-308-5880  

411 Maupin St., New Haven, MO 63068 

   

David Menke 573-237-2300 Cell: 573-612-8830   

401 Pehle Lane, Berger, MO 63014 

    

President 

Paul Brune 573-237-2944 Cell:  314-650-8575  

147 Samson Lane, New Haven, MO 63068 

 

Vice President 

Donald Kappelmann 573-237-2586 Cell:  573-694-2051 

9267 Hwy. 100, New Haven, MO 63068 

 

Secretary                        

Mark Kassebaum 636-239-0209 Cell:  636-221-3163 

922 Saratoga Dr., Washington, MO 63090 

   

Treasurer  

Mary Hiatt 314-623-3002   

5855 Highway ZZ, Gerald, MO 63037 

Trustees 

Bryan Adams 573-459-6501 Cell:  573-239-2696  

4562 Hwy 185, New Haven, MO 63068 

  

Alan Hilkerbaumer 636-584-8679  
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165 Oak Grove School Rd., Union, MO 63084 

 

Jeff Bopp 573-459-2034  

4306 Highway YY, New Haven, MO 63084 

 

Board of Education 

Becky Summers 573-459-2005  

9343 Hwy. YY, New Haven, MO 63068 

 

Karen Sprick  636-239-5098 Cell: 636-358-4153  

409 Michelle, Washington, MO 63090 

   

Karen Scheer 573-237-2641 

 2681 Koelkebeck Rd., New Haven, MO 63068 

 

Stewardship Committee  

Wilbert Baumann 573-459-6517 Cell: 314 -239-5134  

1869 Lyon Rd., New Haven, MO 63068 

    

Donald Hoemann  573-459-2060  

9263 Hwy. YY, New Haven, MO 63068 

 

Roland Walkenhorst 573-459-6702  

4518 Bucklick Creek Rd., New Haven, MO 63068 

 

Evangelism Committee 

Nancy Quinn 573-459-3344  

101 Windy Trails, New Haven, MO 63068 

 

Judy Hubenthal 573-484-3271  

6399 Hwy. 185, Beaufort, MO 63013 

 

Judy Allmeroth 573-459-6558  

1057 Ebenezer Rd., Leslie, MO 63056 
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February 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 
Worship w/ Holy 

Communion  3:00 

PM 

4 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 10:00  

5 6 
Elders 7:00 PM  

Pastor’s Office in 

Parsonage 

7 
Confirmation 6:30 

PM 

 

Choir7:00 PM  

8 9 10 
Worship 3:00 PM 

11 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00 

12 13 14ASH WEDNESDAY 
Confirmation 6:30PM 

Choir 6:30 PM  

    

Divine Service 

w/Holy Communion 

7:00 PM 

15 
ASH WEDNESAY 

Divine Service w/ 

Holy Communion 

10:00 AM (Church 

Fellowship Hall) 

16 17 
Worship w/ Holy 

Communion  3:00 

PM 

18 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship w/ Holy 

Communion 10:00 

Bopp Benefit 

Chili/Soup Dinner 

after Church 

19 
President's Day 

 

Ebenezer Mission  

Society 7:00 PM 

20 
Education/Sunday 

School Teachers’ 

Meeting 7:00 PM 

21 
Confirmation 6:30PM 

Choir 6:30 PM 

 

Lenten Service 7:00 

PM 

22 
Divine Service  

10:00 AM (Church 

Fellowship Hall) 

23 24 
Worship 3:00 PM 

25 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00 

26 27 28 
Confirmation 6:30PM 

Choir 6:30 PM 

 

Lenten Service 7:00 

PM 

1 
Divine Service w/ 

Holy Communion 

10:00 AM (Church 

Fellowship Hall) 
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