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AS WE GATHER: Near the close of Deuteronomy, there is 

an account of how Moses gave directions to Joshua entrusting 

to him the leadership of the people of Israel. Moses 

encouraged his successor with these words: “Be strong and 

courageous. It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be 

with you; He will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or 

be dismayed.” As we conclude this calendar year and look 

toward the future and a new year, we can be confident that 

wherever we are going, not only is the Lord going before us, 

but He is also for us as we go. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Remember us, O God; 

from age to age be our comforter. You have given us the 

wonder of time, blessings in days and nights, seasons and 

years. Bless your children at the turning of the year and fill 

the months ahead with the bright hope that is ours in the 

coming of Christ. You are our God, living and reigning, 

forever and ever. Amen.  

 

DIVINE SERVICE HS 98, page 6 

HYMNS:  HS 98 page 18, 903, 850, 

855, 856, 887 

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with us 

today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship on this First Sunday after Christmas.  Please 

join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sig the guest 

register near the front entrance with your name, address 

and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

In Our Prayers – We want to continue to remember in our 

prayers the infant son of Andrew and Kelsey Schroeder, 

Cooper Schroeder.  We also want to remember Tammie 

Pohlmann who has started her cancer treatments and 

Tammie’s mother and brother who have been hospitalized 

at the University Hospital in Columbia.  Viral infections and 

flu are affecting many members of our congregation and the 

many others in our community and relatives of our members 

and we remember them in our prayers.  We also remember 

Esther Hoemann who is undergoing some health issues at 

this time. We also remember Jackson Martz, confirmation 

student and acolyte, who received stitches on Christmas Day 

and taken to the emergency room. 

 

We wish everyone a very Blessed and Happy New Year! 

 

Today please feel free to visit the Franklin County Area 

Country Church Tours.  All churches will be open for 

touring from 10:00 AM through 4:00 PM, (except 

Assumption Catholic Church in New Haven).  The hours 

for the Assumption tour will be 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  There 

are brochures on the table near the entrance. 

 

An Open House at the Parsonage – Pastor and Margaret 

would like to invite you to an Open House at the Parsonage 

on Saturday, December 30
th

 and Sunday, December 31
st
 after 



 

 4  

our Church Services.  It is Pastor and Margaret’s way of 

saying “Thank you” to the Ebenezer Congregation for letting 

us use the parsonage for over 27 years and keeping it up in 

such great condition.  We hope you will celebrate with Pastor 

and Margaret in giving thanks for this great blessing of 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church!! 

 

Offering Envelopes – Members, please pick up your 2018 

offering envelopes that are on the table near the Church 

entrance, if you haven’t already done so.  The accuracy of 

your contribution record depends on your envelope number 

being correct, so be sure to check it, both the box’s address 

label and the envelope themselves.  It should be the same as 

in 2017.  Also please report any address corrections to Mary 

Sprick. 

 

 Lutheran Witness Renewals – Please be advised that the 

Lutheran Witness subscriptions will need to be renewed soon.  

The 2018 Lutheran Witness subscription is $15.96 for the 

year.  Please let Mary Sprick know by January 28
th

 if you 

would like to renew or cancel your subscription or have a new 

subscription.   

 

January Newsletter – We will be doing a Newsletter for 

January, 2018 this week.  Please let Pastor or Mary know if 

you have something you’d like to put in the Newsletter. 

 

Please keep next Saturday, January 6
th

 in mind -  On that 

day, after the 3:00 PM Church Service, we will be taking 

down the Christmas decorations.  We would appreciate your 

help for just an hour or two to get the job done.  It never takes 

too long, if there are many hands to help! 

 

News from Mike and Cindy Rodewald – Please see the 

newsletters from Mike and Cindy on the table at the back of 
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Church.  Mike and Cindy are with Lutheran Bible Translators 

and the Newsletter is “Mission Glimpses”. 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday               Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday                  Ruth Marschel 

Choir Director                      Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday           Tracey Bade 

Head User Sunday                Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild                             Janice Meyer 

Bell Ringer                             Trent Huellinghoff 

Acolytes                                  Confirmation Class 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Advent Services December 20 & 21, 2017 

Advent Offerings                     $140.00 

Plate                                              32.00 

Weekly Offering                          20.00 

Christmas Eve Offering              10.00 

                                                   $202.00 

Attendance:   Wednesday evening service   28 

                         Thursday morning service    15 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

December 23 & 24, 2017 

Weekly Contributions            $11,257.00 

Christmas Offerings                      155.00 

Christmas Eve Offerings                90.00 

Building Fund                                250.00 

Sunday School                                 40.25 

Advent Offerings                             45.00 

Plate                                             1,357.88 

                                                  $13,195.13 

 

Attendance:    Saturday Worship    22 
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                         Sunday Worship       51 

 

Offerings and Attendance December 24, 2017 

Children’s Program 

Christmas Eve Offerings               $2,244.00 

Christmas Offering                               40.00 

Weekly Contributions                           30.00 

Plate                                                      227.00 

Sausage Sales                                         60.00 

                                                          $2,601.00 

Attendance:      140 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Christmas Eve 11:00 PM Service 

Christmas Eve Offerings              $155.00 

Christmas Offerings                         15.00 

Plate                                                   45.00 

                                                        $215.00 

Attendance:    28 

 

Offerings and Attendance Christmas Day Service 

December 25, 2017 

Christmas Offerings                $525.00 

 Plate                                             88.00 

                                                   $613.00 

Attendance:      50 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Monday                 New Year’s Day Service with 

                     Holy Communion  10:00 AM 

Tuesday  Elders Meeting 7:00 PM 

Wednesday  Confirmation 6:30 PM 
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READINGS FOR NEW YEARS EVE SERVICE 

 

Isaiah 30:15-17  

15 
This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, 

says: 

“In repentance and rest is your salvation, 

    in quietness and trust is your strength, 

    but you would have none of it. 
16 

You said, ‘No, we will flee on horses.’ 

    Therefore you will flee! 

You said, ‘We will ride off on swift horses.’ 

    Therefore your pursuers will be swift! 
17 

A thousand will flee 

    at the threat of one; 

at the threat of five 

    you will all flee away, 

till you are left 

    like a flagstaff on a mountaintop, 

    like a banner on a hill.” 

Romans 8:31-39  
 
31 

What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God 

is for us, who can be against us? 
32 

He who did not spare his 

own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, 

along with him, graciously give us all things? 
33 

Who will 

bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is 

God who justifies. 
34 

Who then is the one who condemns? No 

one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised 

to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for 

us. 
35 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or 

danger or sword? 
36 

As it is written: 
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“For your sake we face death all day long; 

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 

him who loved us. 
38 

For I am convinced that neither death 

nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, 
39 

neither height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Luke 12:35-40New  
 
35 

“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 
36 

like servants waiting for their master to return from a 

wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can 

immediately open the door for him. 
37 

It will be good for 

those servants whose master finds them watching when he 

comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will 

have them recline at the table and will come and wait on 

them. 
38 

It will be good for those servants whose master finds 

them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or 

toward daybreak. 
39 

But understand this: If the owner of the 

house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 

would not have let his house be broken into. 
40 

You also must 

be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when 

you do not expect him.” 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the 

year now ending and commend to Your blessing and love the 

times yet to come. In the New Year, abide among us with 

Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  


