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AS WE GATHER: Christmas is fast approaching. Are you 

ready? This time of year, our to-do lists grow in length: 

decorations, food, gifts, shopping, parties, and more. As we 

check each item off the list, we convince ourselves that we 

are more prepared to celebrate Christmas. Today, however, 

we encounter John the Baptizer in the Gospel. John calls us to 

prepare for our Savior’s coming in a different way, a more 

significant way. John calls us to repent. Repentance is more 

than just something to check off our to-do list. It’s a change 

of heart that the Holy Spirit brings about. Look to the Lord 

this Advent for the repentance and forgiveness He gives as 

we prepare for His Son’s coming. That’s how to be truly 

ready for Christmas. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O Lord, the daily 

pressures and demands of this world are great; grant that we 

would daily repent of our sin and look to Christ, the Lamb of 

God, for forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen 

  

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 40:8 

Pastor: The grass withers, 
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People: the flower fades, 

All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.  

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE John 8:12; John 

1:5; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Corinthians 4:6 

 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

People: the light no darkness can overcome.  
 

Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 

People: and illumine Your Church.  

 

HYMN “Light One Candle”  

 

Light one candle for hope, One bright candle 

for hope, 

He brings hope to ev’ry heart, He comes! He 

comes! 

 

Light one candle for peace, One bright candle 

for peace, 

He brings peace to ev’ry heart, He comes! He 

comes! 

 

Text: Natalie Sleeth, 1930–92. Copyright © 

1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Isaiah 40:10–11 

 

Pastor: “Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and 

His arm rules for Him; behold, His reward is 

with Him, and His recompense before Him.” 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call 

upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His 

people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 

God our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 

the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 

to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive 

us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: “He will tend His flock like a shepherd; He will 

gather the lambs in His arms; He will carry 

them in His bosom, and gently lead those that 

are with young.”  

 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my 

office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 

you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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 SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM  

Sunday Morning – Vivian Renee Van Leer 

 

HYMN “This Child We Now Present to You” (sung to LW 

362) 

This Child we now present to you, 

O gracious God; its heart make new; 

Shield it from sin and threatening wrong, 

And let your love its life prolong. 

 

Oh, may your Spirit gently draw  

Its willing soul to keep your Law!  

May virtue, piety, and truth 

Dawn even with its dawning youth! 

 

THE HOLY BAPTISM SERVICE (found on page 199 in 

front of the Hymnal) 

 

HYMN “This Child We Now Present to You” (sung to LW 

362) 

We too before your gracious sight 

Once shared the blest baptismal rite; 

Its covenant we here renew 

With love and thanks and praise to you. 

 

Grant that with true and faithful heart 

We still may act the Christian’s part, 

Cheered by each promise you have given 

And laboring for the prize on heaven. 

 

 WORD  

 

ADVENT VERSE “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LW 31  

 

Oh, come, oh, come, our Lord of might, 
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Who to your tribes on Sinai's height 

In ancient times gave holy law, 

In cloud and majesty and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Oh, come O Rod of Jesse's stem, 

From ev'ry foe deliver them 

That trust your mighty pow'r to save; 

Bring them in vict'ry through the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

INTROIT (Read in Unison) Psalm 80:1, 8a, 9b, 7; 

antiphon: Psalm 80:3 

Restore us, O God; 

   let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who 

lead Joseph like a flock! 

   You who are enthroned upon the 

cherubim, shine forth. 

You brought a vine out of Egypt; 

   it took deep root and filled the land. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; 

   let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Restore us, O God; 

   let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

   righteous and having salvation. 

To You, O LORD,  

   I lift up my soul. 
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O my God, in You I trust; let me not be put 

to shame; 

   let not my enemies exult over me. 

Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put 

to shame; 

   they shall be ashamed who are wantonly 

treacherous. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

   righteous and having salvation. 

 

KYRIE   
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace from above, for every daily 

blessing, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Compassionate Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the 

healing, housing, feeding, and saving ministry 

of the Church of God in all the earth, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Strengthening Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here 

themselves and all that they are and have in 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: All-embracing Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, 

People: to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 

Son, that by His coming we may be enabled 

to serve You with pure minds; 

Pastor: for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1–11 (“Comfort, 

comfort My people.”) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 85; antiphon: v. 9 

 

Pastor: LORD, You were favorable to Your land; 

You restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

 

Men: You forgave the iniquity of Your people; 

You covered all their sin. 
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Women: You withdrew all Your wrath; 

You turned from Your hot anger. 

 

Pastor: Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 

and put away Your indignation toward us! 

 

Men:  Will You be angry with us forever? 

Will You prolong Your anger to all 

generations? 

 

Women: Will You not revive us again, 

that Your people may rejoice in You? 

 

Pastor: Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, 

and grant us Your salvation. 

 

Men: Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

for He will speak peace to His people, to His 

saints; but let them not turn back to folly. 

 

Women: Surely His salvation is near to those who fear 

Him, that glory may dwell in our land. 

 

Pastor: Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 

righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

 

Men: Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 

and righteousness looks down from the sky. 

 

Women: Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

and our land will yield its increase. 

 

Pastor: Righteousness will go before Him 

and make His footsteps a way. 
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All: Surely His salvation is near to those who fear 

Him, 

that glory may dwell in our land. 

 

EPISTLE EPISTLE 2 Peter 3:8–14 (“The day of the 

Lord will come like a thief.”) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR  

 

VERSE Luke 3:4b, 6 

 

Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths 

straight; all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:1–8 (John begins baptizing and 

preaching.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 

first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

The Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; 
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Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified dead and buried; 

He descended into Hell; the third day he rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Hear My God Cry Out to Me”   

 

Hear my God cry out to me, 

Pardoning iniquity: 

“Comfort, comfort, children dear, 

See that I am present here.” 

 

Refrain: 

Who can fathom Your great might? 

Who can witness mercy’s light? 

Vision of Your holy grace 

Soon will greet us face to face. 

 

Hear my God cry out to me 

Through the voice of prophecy: 

“All terrain will be made straight 

For the Christ whom you await.” Refrain 

 

Hear my God cry out for me, 

Hanging on the cursèd tree. 

“Father, all these sins forgive, 

That believers now will live.” Refrain 

 

Hear my God cry out to me 

As His glory all will see: 
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“Peace, take heart; I come for you. 

I will make creation new.” 

  

Refrain: 

Who can fathom Your great might? 

Who can witness mercy’s light? 

Vision of Your holy grace 

Soon will greet us face to face. 

 

Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2017 Concordia 

Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 

SERMON 

OFFERTORY (sung to page 175 LW) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me, Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING HYMN “We Give You but Your Own” LW 405 

 

We give you but your own 

In any gifts we bring; 

All that we have is your alone, 

A trust from you, our King. 

THE GENERAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway” LW 27 



 

 13 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

 

Pastor:  Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy 

Scripture to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digest them, that by the 

patience and comfort of Thy holy Word we may 

embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life which You hast given us in our 

Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 

Thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world 

without end. 

People: Amen.   

 

BENEDICTION Isaiah 40:8 

 

Pastor: The grass withers, 

People: the flower fades, 

All:  but the word of our God will stand forever. 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace. 

Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, 

Quarter 1. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing 

House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

http://www.lutheran-hymnal.com/online/lit14.mid
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with us 

today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship on this Second Sunday in Advent.  Please join 

us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest 

register near the front entrance with your name, address 

and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Welcome to our Family – We welcome to the family of 

Christ’s Church and to our Ebenezer Congregation Vivian 

Renee Van Leer. Vivian was born on November 29, 2017. 

Vivian is the daughter of Jessica and David, and sister to 

Grace and Mollie Van Leer. Sponsors are Jill and Kevin Van 

Leer. 

  

In Our Prayers – We continue to pray for Susan Hoemann, 

Sue Kassebaum and Tammie Pohlmann as they are still 

recovering at home from surgeries.  We also want to 

remember little Cooper Schroeder, infant son of Andrew 

and Kelsey Schroeder. 

 

 

THRIVENT NEWS I would like to ask all Thrivent 

members to stay for just a few minutes after the Sunday 

Service, on Dec. 10, for a brief meeting. It is concerning a 

possible project for the church to use some of the Direct 

Choice funds we have received. I would like the members 

opinion and ok before the voters meeting. Please stay if 

anyway possible to help decide.  This is your money so I 

would like to give you a voice. 

 

I want to commend the members for directing their funds. As 

of October of this year, for 2017, you have directed $11,710 

to Ebenezer.  .The GRAND TOTAL since 2010 when this 

program began, has been $69,033.Thank you for a great job. 
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As of last week Year-to-date Thrivent Choice income: 

$12,981. 

Thanks, Karen 

 

A date to add to your calendar: JANUARY 6, 2018: On 

that day, after the 3:00 church service, we will be taking 

down the Christmas decorations. We would appreciate your 

help for just an hour or two to get the job done. It never takes 

long, if there are many hands. 

 

THANK YOU to all the Seniors who attended the dinner on 

Sunday. A HUGE THANK YOU to the families of the 

Sunday School and Confirmation classes who brought the 

food, served and especially did such a great job of cleaning 

up. Another successful dinner, thanks to you. 

 

Offering Envelopes – Members please pick up your 2018 

envelopes on the tables at the Church entrance.  The accuracy 

of your contribution record depends on your envelope number 

being correct, so be sure to check it, both on the box’s address 

label and the envelopes themselves.  It should be the same as 

in 2017.  Also please report any address corrections to Mary 

Sprick. 

 

The Childrens’ Christmas Eve Program Practice will be 

on Saturday mornings at 10:00 AM on December 9
th

, 

December 16
th

 and December 23
rd

. 

 

Advent Services – This Week - December 13
th

 7:00 PM – 

“Many Lights are Brighter Together!” 

Thursday Morning Advent Service 10:00 AM – December 

14
th

 “Send Peace” 

 

An Open House – Pastor and Margaret would like to invite 

you to an open house at the parsonage on December 30
th

 and 

December 31
st
 after the Church services.  It is Pastor and 
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Margaret’s way of saying “Thank you” to the Ebenezer 

Congregation for letting us use the parsonage for over 27 

years and keeping it up in such great condition.  Celebrate 

with Pastor and Margaret in giving thanks for this great 

blessing of Ebenezer Lutheran Church. 

 

Great Christmas Gift Idea - Do you need a rice bag for 

yourself or for a gift?  They are good for aches and pains!  

Just keep it in the freezer or heat it in the microwave for cold 

or hot relief.  Ebenezer Mission Society has rice bags for sale 

in the church basement.   

 

Pork Sausage a Great Christmas Treat – We have 

packages of Pork Sausage for $3.75 each. It is in the freezer 

in the basement. Please leave your money in the offering plate 

or pay Mary Sprick. Enjoy! 

 

Address for Gail Meyer: Many have asked for the address 

for Gail Meyer. It is: 

Willow Brooke of Union 

1 North Potomac Court 

Union, Missouri 63084 

 

Washington Circuit Youth Gathering 2018 

THE LIFE YOU CRAVE, IT'S ALL ABOUT GRACE!  

God offers us grace. Pure, lavish, unending grace. Discover 

the life you crave. Mark your calendars now and plan to 

attend the upcoming Youth Gathering to be held at Camp 

Trinity for youth in Grades 6 through 12.  Participants are 

also encouraged to bring friends along.It will begin around 7 

p.m. on the 26th and conclude by 4 p.m. on the 27th.  Email 

Camp Trinity for a registration form or ask your pastor or 

youth leader. 
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday            Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday               Ruth Marschel 

Choir Director                   Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday       Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday          Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild                         Janice Meyer 

Bell Ringer                         Cody Adams 

Acolytes                             Confirmation Class 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

December 2 & 3, 2017 

Weekly Contributions           $1,920.00 

Plate                                               29.50 

Sunday School                              22.62 

Sausage Sales                                97.00 

Thanksgiving Offering                  1.00 

Advent Offering                             5.00 

                                                 $2,075.12 

 

Attendance:       Saturday Worship     25 

                            Sunday Worship       81 

 

Sunday School Attendance: 

                             Children          11 

                              Adults             18 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Wednesday      Confirmation  6:30 PM 

                                Choir    6:30 PM 

                               Advent Worship   7:00 PM 

Thursday               Advent Worship  10:00 AM 

Saturday                  Christmas Eve ProgramPractice10:00  

                           Worship with Communion 3:00 PM 


