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  AS WE GATHER: When a dignitary like a president, 

prime minister, or monarch comes to town, people know it! 

Often, just for that one VIP, there is a police escort, support 

vehicles, and multiple limousines. Crowds stand behind 

barriers, bodyguards surround the dignitary, and everything is 

orchestrated to bring the leader swiftly and safely to his or her 

destination. But not so on Palm Sunday. Jesus rides a humble 

donkey. He plods down the road at a slow pace. The crowds 

interact with Jesus, throwing their cloaks along His way and 

waving palm branches. Jesus has no security detail—just His 

disciples. Jesus is a different kind of dignitary. Even though 

the crowds may not fully realize it, He is the King of kings 

and Lord of lords who comes in humility. This King chooses 

to come humbly and lay down His life for those who line His 

way and for all people—including you. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O Lord, Your Son comes 

humbly amid cries of hosanna; grant that hosanna may be our 

cry too as we look to the King of kings for our salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING SENTENCES Mark 11:9–10 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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Pastor: Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name 

of the Lord! 

People: Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 

David! 

All:  Hosanna in the highest! 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE John 8:12; John 

1:5; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Corinthians 4:6 

 

Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

People: the light no darkness can overcome. 
 

Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 

People: and illumine Your Church. 

 

HYMN “We Light the Advent Candle”(sung to LW 27) 

 

We light the Advent candle 

And wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise 

That He will bring us home. 

Our hope is in our Savior 

Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light 

Till God makes all things right! 

 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Isaiah 64:6, 9 
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Pastor: “We have all become like one who is unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted 

garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our 

iniquities, like the wind, take us away.” 

 

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call 

upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 

fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, 

and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His 

people, let us take refuge in the infinite mercy 

of God our heavenly Father, seeking His grace 

for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive 

us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: “Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and 

remember not iniquity forever. Behold, please 

look, we are all Your people.” 

 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my 

office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM  
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Sunday Morning - Avery Grace Helling 

 

HYMN “This Child We Now Present to You” (sung to LW 

461) 

This Child we now present to you, 

O gracious God; its heart make new; 

Shield it from sin and threatening wrong, 

And let your love its fife prolong. 

Oh, may your Spirit gently draw  

Its willing soul to keep your Law!  

May virtue, piety, and truth 

Dawn even with its dawning youth! 

 

THE HOLY BAPTISM SERVICE (found on page 199 in 

front of the Hymnal) 

 

HYMN “This Child We Now Present to You” (sung to LW 

461) 

We too before your gracious sight 

Once shared the blest baptismal rite; 

Its covenant we here renew 

With love and thanks and praise to you. 

 

Grant that with true and faithful heart 

We still may act the Christian’s part, 

Cheered by each promise you have given 

And laboring for the prize on heaven. 

 

 WORD  

 

ADVENT VERSE “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LW 31  

 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
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Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, 

Who ordered all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

INTROIT (Read in Unison) Psalm 25:1–3; antiphon: 

Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

   righteous and having salvation. 

To You, O LORD,  

   I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in You I trust; let me not be put 

to shame; 

   let not my enemies exult over me. 

Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put 

to shame; 

   they shall be ashamed who are wantonly 

treacherous. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

   righteous and having salvation. 

 

KYRIE   
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
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Pastor: For the peace from above, for every daily 

blessing, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Compassionate Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the 

healing, housing, feeding, and saving ministry 

of the Church of God in all the earth, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Strengthening Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here 

themselves and all that they are and have in 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: All-embracing Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, 

People: that by Your protection we may be rescued 

from the threatening perils of our sins and 

saved by Your mighty deliverance; 
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Pastor: for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 64:1–9 (“Oh that 

You would rend the heavens and come down.”) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM Psalm 80:1–7; antiphon: v. 7 

 

Pastor: Restore us, O God of hosts; 

let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 

Men: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

You who lead Joseph like a flock! 

 

Women: You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, 

shine forth. 

 

Men: Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, 

stir up Your might and come to save us! 

 

Pastor: Restore us, O God; 

let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 

Men: O LORD God of hosts, 

how long will You be angry with Your people’s 

prayers? 

 

Women: You have fed them with the bread of tears 

and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
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Pastor: You make us an object of contention for our 

neighbors, 

and our enemies laugh among themselves. 

 

All: Restore us, O God of hosts; 

let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 (He will sustain you to the 

end.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR  

 

VERSE Psalm 24:7 

 

ALL: Alleluia. Lift up your heads, O gates! And be 

lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of 

glory may come in. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 11:1–10 (Jesus Enters Jerusalem) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 

eleventh chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Open Wide the Heavens’ Veil” 

(Sung to LW 33) 
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Open wide the heavens’ veil, 

Angels following Your trail. 

Let the hills and valleys quake, 

Witness for Your glory’s sake. 

 

We have eyes blind to Your Word; 

We have ears that have not heard. 

Lord, forgive our unbelief; 

Give our aching souls relief. 

 

Stir Your might, Lord; come to save 

All You’ve ransomed from the grave. 

Let Your face in favor shine, 

That we see Your love divine. 

 

Hail, Hosanna, heav’nly King— 

All creation joins to sing. 

Once, Your power was concealed. 

Now, to all, it is revealed. 

 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

SERMON 

 

CREED Nicene Creed 

 

 People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth and of all things 

visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-

begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of 

Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the 
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Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down 

from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 

Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits 

at the right hand of the Father. And He will 

come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, whose kingdom will have 

no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 

and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in 

one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 

of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY – SATURDAY “Hark the Glad Sound” LW 

29 

Hark the glad sound!  

The Savior comes,  

The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne  

And ev’ry voice a song. 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51. Public domain 
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OFFERTORY - SUNDAY “We Give You but Your Own” 

LW 405 

 

We give you but your own 

In any gifts we bring; 

All that we have is your alone, 

A trust from you, our King. 
 

 SACRAMENT  

 

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION FOUND ON 

PAGE 144 

 

THE COMMUNION HYMNS 

“O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”  LW 32  

  “Once He Came in Blessing” LW 30  

“O Lord, We Praise Thee” LW 238  

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright 

© 2017 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with us 

today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship on this First Sunday in Advent.  Please join us 

here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest register 

near the front entrance with your name, address and 

Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Holy Baptism – We welcome to our family Avery Grace 

Helling born on October 9, 2017. We rejoice with her mother, 

Amber Helling as she brings her daughter, Avery to baptism. 

We also rejoice with Chris Helling and Krystal Rapps 

witnessing this special day. Standing with Chris and Krystal 
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is Kim Helling, grandmother of Avery. We pray for Avery as 

she begins her life in Christ.  

 

Sr. Citizens’ Dinner – We welcome all the Senior Citizens 

of Ebenezer who will join us for dinner today after Church.  If 

you are over 70 years of age, please enjoy fellowship and 

good food, Christmas Carols and a special visit from Santa. 

We will have some special music from our youth! 

 

In Our Prayers – We also want to remember Susan 

Hoemann, as she is still recovering at home from back 

surgery. We give thanks for the successful surgery for Sue 

Kassebaum the wife of Lowell, this past week at Mercy, 

Creve Coeur. We also want to remember Andrew and Kelsey 

Schroeder’s baby Cooper Schroeder. 

 

We praise our Lord and Savior for the birth of Vivian Renee 

Van Leer, on Wednesday, November 29. Vivian is the 

daughter of Jessica and David Van Leer. Mother and 

daughter are doing well. 

 

Offering Envelopes – Members please pick up your 2018 

envelopes at the church entrance. The accuracy of your 

contribution record depends on your envelope number being 

correct, so be sure to check it, both on the box’s address label 

and the envelopes themselves. It should be the same as in 

2017. Also please report any address corrections to Mary 

Sprick. 

 

Advent Services – Please come to worship services on 

Wednesday evenings for worship and fellowship as we 

“Behold the Light” of Christ.  The Services are as follows 

: 

Wednesday Evening Services: 

 

December 6
th

 7:00 PM –  “Put on the Light!” 
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December 13
th

 7:00 PM –  “Many Lights are Brighter – 

Together!” 

December 20
th

 7:00 PM –  “A Light with a Special 

Purpose!” 

 

Thursday Morning Advent Services 10:00 AM  

Week 1, December 7
th

:  “Be Present” 

Week 2, December 14
th

:  “Send Peace” 

Week 3, December 21:  “Share Joy” 

 

The Childrens’ Christmas Eve Practice will be on 

Saturday mornings at 10:00 AM on December 9
th

, 

December16th, and December 23
rd

. 

 

Please see the December Newsletter for information about 

our special Advent and Christmas Services! 

 

A Sincere Note of Appreciation – We are very grateful for 

all the support and prayers for Jeff during his time of 

recovery from his serious injury to his arm! Jeff and Angela 

Bopp 

 

An Open House – Pastor and Margaret would like to invite 

you to an open house at the parsonage on December 30
th

 and 

31
st
 after the church services. It is Pastor and Margaret’s way 

of saying thank you to the Ebenezer Congregation for letting 

us use the parsonage for over 27 years and keeping it up in 

such great condition. Celebrate with Pastor and Margaret in 

giving thanks for this great blessing of Ebenezer Lutheran 

Church. 

 

Thank you very much to all who stayed to help decorate 

Church and the fellowship hall last Sunday!!  Your help is 

certainly appreciated! 

 

Those Serving Today 
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Organist Saturday    Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday            Ruth Marschel 

Choir Director                 Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday      Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday       Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild                       Janice Meyer 

Bell Ringer                     Trent Huellinghoff 

Acolytes                          Confirmation Class 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

Thanksgiving Eve Service 

November 22, 2017 

 

Thanksgiving  Offerings         $325.00 

Plate                                              24.00 

Weekly Contributions               150.00 

Sunday School                              20.00 

                                                   $519.00 

 

Attendance:    Thanksgiving Eve Service  43 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

November 25 & 26, 2017 

 

Weekly Contributions           $1,438.00 

Plate                                             306.88 

Sunday School                              22.00 

Thanksgiving Offerings               25.00 

Poinsettias                                     19.00 

Kathy Bertrand Memorial          50.00 

Recycle Funds                               32.25 

                                                 $1,893.13 

 

Attendance:     Saturday Worship    20 
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                          Sunday Worship       74 

 

Sunday School Attendance:    Children  9 

                                                    Adults     16 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Tuesday                  Elders’ Meeting  7:00 PM 

Wednesday             Confirmation  6:30 PM 

                                 Choir  6:30 PM 

                                 Advent Worship  7:00 PM 

Thursday                Advent Worship  10:00 AM 

Saturday                 Christmas Eve Program Practice   

                                  10:00 AM 

                                 Worship  3:00 PM 

 

 

FIRST ADVENT SERVICES 

Wednesday – December 6 – 7:00 PM 

“Be Present” 

  

 
 

Thursday – December 7 

“Put on the Light!” 
 


