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  AS WE GATHER: The theme of the Last Sunday of the 

Church Year is one of continuation. Jesus, the Good 

Shepherd, continues to guard and guide His flock. His sheep, 

who have traveled with Him through earthly pastures, now 

await the new heaven and new earth He has prepared. And 

how amazing it will be! Paul shares a glimpse of the eternal 

life that is to come in these words: “What no eye has seen, 

nor ear heard . . . God has prepared for those who love Him” 

(1 Corinthians 2:9). Joyfully awaiting what is yet to be, we 

say, “Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty and gracious 

God, You have promised to care for Your people at all times. 

Through Jesus, our Good Shepherd, You have shown Your 

boundless love by bringing about our redemption from sin 

and its power. Keep us ever closer to You until the Last Day, 

when You claim us as Your own to serve You in Your 

glorious kingdom eternally; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

world without end. Amen.  

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

HYMN “O God of God, O Light of Light” LW 83 

 

INVOCATION 
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Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Revelation 4:8b, 11 

 

Pastor: Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 

People: who was and is and is to come! 

 

Pastor: Worthy are You, our Lord and God, 

People: to receive glory and honor and power, 

 

Pastor: for You created all things, 

People: and by Your will they existed and were   

created. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, sheep of the Good 

Shepherd, we know of His abiding goodness 

and mercy. With confidence, let us come before 

our Lord to confess our sins and to find the 

forgiveness we seek. 

People: Almighty God, we admit our sinfulness, both 

that which is within us from the beginning 

and that which continues to occur in our 

lives through our transgressions in thought, 

word, and deed. Forgive us, renew us, and 

create in us clean hearts so that we may serve 

You as Your redeemed people, now and 

forever. 

 

Pastor: God hears our cries for mercy, and because of 

the sacrifice of His beloved Son for the sins of 



 

  

all people, He grants forgiveness. In the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

May you live confidently in this life as you 

await the joy of life everlasting. Be at peace! 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 39:4–5, 7–8, 12a; antiphon: 2 Peter 3:13 

 

Pastor: In keeping with His promise we are looking 

forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the 

home of righteousness. 

Women: O LORD, make me know my end and what is the 

measure of my days; let me know how fleeting I 

am! 

Men: Behold, You have made my days a few 

handbreadths, and my lifetime is as nothing 

before You. 

People: And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My 

hope is in You. 

Women: Deliver me from all my transgressions. Do not 

make me the scorn of the fool! 

Men: Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my 

cry; hold not Your peace at my tears! For I am 

a sojourner with You, a guest, like all my 

fathers. 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

Pastor: In keeping with His promise we are looking 

forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the 

home of righteousness. 

KYRIE 

 



 

 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace from above, for every daily 

blessing, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Compassionate Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the 

healing, housing, feeding, and saving ministry 

of the Church of God in all the earth, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Strengthening Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here 

themselves and all that they are and have in 

worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: All-embracing Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Jerusalem, My Happy Home” LW 

307 

Jerusalem, my happy home,  

When shall I come to thee? 

When shall my sorrows have an end? 

Thy joys when shall I see? 

O happy harbor of the saints, 

O sweet and pleasant soil! 

In thee no sorrow may be found, 

No grief, no care, no toil. 



 

  

Thy gardens and thy gallant walks 

Continually are green; 

There grow such sweet and pleasant flowers 

As nowhere else are seen. 

There trees forevermore bear fruit 

And evermore do spring; 

There evermore the angels sit 

And evermore do sing. 

Jerusalem, my happy home, 

Would God I were in thee! 

Would God my woes were at an end, 

Thy joys that I might see! 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Eternal God, merciful Father, You have 

appointed Your Son as judge of the living and 

the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His 

return with our eyes fixed on the Kingdom 

prepared for Your own from the foundation of 

the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 

(The Lord will search for His sheep.) 

 



 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 95:1–7a 

 

Pastor: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a 

joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Women: Let us come into His presence with 

thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him 

with songs of praise! 

Men: For the LORD is a great God, and a great King 

above all gods. 

Women: In His hand are the depths of the earth; the 

heights of the mountains are His also. 

Men: The sea is His, for He made it, and His hands 

formed the dry land. 

Women: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us 

kneel before the LORD, our Maker! 

Men: For He is our God, and we are the people of 

His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:20–28 (All will be made alive in 

Christ.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5 

 

Pastor: These are the ones coming out of the great 

tribulation. 



 

  

People: They have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 

Pastor: Blessed are those whose strength is in You, 

People: in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

 

All: Alleluia. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

first and the last, the beginning and the end. 

Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:31–46 (The sheep and the 

goats are separated.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

twenty-fifth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CREED The Third Article 

 

Pastor: In the Third Article, we affirm our confession 

of the last things and add our “Amen” to all we 

have professed that we believe. 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 

strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 



 

 

come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called 

me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His 

gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. 

 

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, 

and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on 

earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the 

one true faith. 

 

In this Christian Church He daily and richly 

forgives all my sins and the sins of all 

believers. 

 

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the 

dead, and give eternal life to me and all 

believers in Christ. 

 

This is most certainly true. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “The Judgment Clouds Shall Gather” 

LW 463 (sung to LW 305) 

 

SERMON 

OFFERTORY 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me, Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING HYMN “We Give You but Your Own” LW 405 

 

We give you but your own 



 

  

In any gifts we bring; 

All that we have is your alone, 

A trust from you, our King. 

 

May we your bounties thus 

As stewards true receive 

And gladly, Lord, as you bless us, 

To you our first fruits give. 

THE GENERAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN “Jesus Shall Reign” LW 312  

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

 

Pastor:  Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy 

Scripture to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may in such wise hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by 

the patience and comfort of Thy holy Word we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 

hope of everlasting life which Thou hast given 

us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who liveth and 

reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever 

one God, world without end. 

People: Amen.   

BENEDICTION – CHOIR (Sunday) 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

http://www.lutheran-hymnal.com/online/lit14.mid


 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with us 

today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship service Last Sunday of the Church Year.  

Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the 

guest register near the front entrance with your name, 

address and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

In Our Prayers – We remember in our prayers Tammie 

Pohlmann, who is recovering from her breast cancer 

surgery which she had last week.  We also remember her 

brother J. R. Delmar who was seriously injured in a car 

accident and has been in the University Hospital in 

Columbia.  We also want to remember in our prayers 

Susan Hoemann, as she is recovering at home from her 

back surgery last week.  We also want to pray for Doris 

Biermann, who has some heart issues and is hospitalized 

in Washington this past week.  We also keep in our 

prayers Cooper Schroeder and Jeff Bopp. 
 

Christmas Church Decorating will be after Church TODAY.  

Please stay and help.  We will be putting up the Christmas Tree 

and decorating the Church and fellowship hall.  Please join us and 

also enjoy lunch! 
 

A Note of Appreciation – We have received the following 

“Thank You”  from the New Haven Care Center:  “Thank you 

once again for sharing your left-overs with the New Haven 

Senior Center.  We appreciate your generosity and sharing 

your bounty with us.  It really helps us stretch our dollars. 

God Bless You!”  Carol Rauth, Director  

 

Ladies Aid Christmas Party – Ebenezer Ladies Aid would 

like to invite all the ladies of the congregation and friends to 

our annual Christmas Party on Friday, December 1, 2017 at 

12:00 Noon.  Our special guest will be a representative from 



 

  

Mobility Worldwide based in Columbia, Mo.  This group 

makes foot and hand powered carts for people with 

handicaps.  They also have an additional project to provide 

sewing notions for people all over the world.  We are still 

collecting sewing notions for this group.  There is a basket at 

the back of Church for these items (needles, scissors, 

thimbles, tape measures, etc.) 

 

Cookies needed – Anyone who would like to make cookies 

for our Senior Citizens Dinner, please let Karen Sprick know 

at 636-239-5098 or e-mail her at kas2005@sbcglobal.net 

Please bring the cookies by 9:00 AM to Church on Saturday, 

December 2
nd

.  Thank you very much for your help! 

 

Paper Dumpster – Our paper dumpster is very full and will 

be emptied soon.  Thank you for your help with this paper 

collection. 

 

Sr. Citizens’ Christmas Dinner – This wonderful dinner 

will be held next Sunday, December 3
rd

, at 12:00 noon.  

Please let Pastor or Margaret know if you can come or if you 

need transportation. 

 

PLEASE READ THE NEWSLETTER FOR ALL THE 

INFORMARION OF DECEMBER ADVENT AND 

CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS 
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday               Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday                  Ruth Marschel 

Choir Director                      Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday           Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday              Lee Kassebaum 

Altar Guild                            Marilyn Bade & Bonnie 

Gardner 

Bell Ringer                             Jeff Hohlt 

Acolytes                                  Confirmation Class 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

November 18 & 19, 2017 

Weekly Contributions          $1,540.00 

Plate                                            304.65 

Sunday School                             23.78 

Poinsettias                                    81.00 

Burial Plot                                  400.00 

Reformation Books                    144.00 

Thanksgiving Offering                  5.00 

Energy Needs                                50.00 

                                                $2,548.43 

 

Attendance:      Saturday  Worship   16 

                           Sunday  Worship     126 

 

Sunday School Attendance:   Children   9 

                                                   Adults      19    

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Today -        Decorate Church and put up Christmas tree 

Tuesday -      Educ./Sunday Sch. Teachers Meeting 7:00  

Thursday - NO BIBLE STUDY 

Friday -         Ladies Aid Christmas Party 12:00 Noon 

Saturday -    Worship  with Holy Communion  3:00 PM 


