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  AS WE GATHER: Gratitude does not depend on what is 

given or what is received. Gratitude is an attitude of the heart. 

One with a grateful heart stops immediately. Nothing else can 

go on until thanksgiving is expressed. That is what we see in 

the one leper who is healed. He cannot go back to his old life, 

nor can he begin his new life until he returns to Jesus, the 

source of healing, and offers Him thanks and praise. Our 

nation has been richly blessed by God. Each of us has 

received mercies new every morning. The key to contentment 

and peace is neither the abundance of gifts nor an absence, 

but a heart that returns thanks to the source of those gifts. 

Today we pause to do that, as a nation, as a people, and as 

Christians. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP:  

Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day 

We bow our hearts to You and pray. 

We give You thanks for all You've done 

Especially for the gift of Jesus, Your Son. 

For beauty in nature, Your glory we see 

For joy and health, friends and family, 

For daily provision, Your mercy and care 

These are the blessings You graciously share. 

So today we offer this response of praise 
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With a promise to follow You all of our days. Amen. 

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

 HYMN “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” LW 495  

  

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins in the presence of God 

and of one another. 

People: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole 

company of heaven and to you, my brothers 

and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, 

word, and deed by my fault, by my own 

fault, by my own most grievous fault; 

wherefore I pray God Almighty to have 

mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 

bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you 

pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ 

and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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Pastor: May He who has begun this good work in us, 

bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

People: Amen. 

 

PSALM Psalm 67 (May God be gracious to us and bless 

us.) 

 

People: May God be gracious to us and bless us 

and make His face to shine upon us, 

that Your way may be known on earth,  

Your saving power among all nations. 

 

Pastor: Let the peoples praise You, O God;  

Let all the peoples praise You! 

People: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,  

for You judge the peoples with equity and 

guide the nations upon earth. 

 

Pastor: Let the peoples praise You, O God;  

let all the peoples praise You! 

 

People: The earth has yielded its increase; 

God, our God, shall bless us. 

God shall bless us;  

let all the ends of the earth fear Him! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Pastor: God shall bless us;  

let all the ends of the earth fear Him! 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “We Praise You, O God” LW 494  
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SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

O Lord, Your giving knows no ending. Keep us 

from the sin of ingratitude, from taking for 

granted Your blessings, and from forgetting to 

offer You the thanks and praise You are due. 

Fill us with thankfulness, that we may praise 

Your goodness and learn true contentment, both 

for this life and for eternal life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 8:1–10(Give 

thanks to God for His gift of the land.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN “God of Mercy, God of Grace” TLH 20  

 

God of mercy, God of grace, 

Show the brightness of Thy face; 

Shine upon us, Savior, shine, 

Fill Thy Church with light divine, 

And Thy saving health extend 

Unto earth’s remotest end. 
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Let the people praise Thee, Lord! 

Be by all that live adored; 

Let the nations shout and sing 

Glory to their Savior King, 

At Thy feet their tribute pay, 

And Thy holy will obey. 

 

Let the people praise Thee, Lord! 

Earth shall then her fruits afford, 

God to man His blessing give, 

Man to God devoted live; 

All below and all above 

One in joy and light and love. 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847. Public domain. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Timothy 2:1–4 (We give thanks for freedom and 

good government, and we pray for those in authority.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Psalm 145:15–16; 118:1 

 

The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,]  

and You give them their food in due 

season. 

You open Your hand 

and satisfy the desire of every living 

thing. 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is 

good; 

    His steadfast love endures forever. 

 

CHOIR “For the Fruits of His Creation” 
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:11–19 (Jesus gives healing to 

ten, but only one returns to give thanks.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

seventeenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 

earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified died and was 

buried; 

He descended into Hell; the third day he rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

HYMN “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” LW 493 

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 
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OFFERTORY “Praise and Thanksgiving” LW 403 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your 

mercies are new unto us every morning, and 

though we have not deserved Your goodness, 

You abundantly provide for all our wants of 

body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit, that 

we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful 

goodness toward us, give thanks for all Your 

benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty and most merciful God and Father, 

through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

You have established Your Church to be a 

temple and dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. 

We give thanks that You continue to provide 

shepherds to feed and serve Your flock of 

which the Holy Spirit has made them overseers. 

We humbly implore You ever to strengthen the 

labors of Your ministers, that through their 

ministry of Word and Sacrament Your people 

may increase in Your knowledge and service 

and grow up into Him who is the Head, even 

Jesus Christ, to whom, with You and the Holy 

Spirit, be all glory, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, You have given us this good 

land as our heritage. Grant that we remember 

Your generosity and constantly do Your will. 

Bless our land with honest industry, truthful 

education, and an honorable way of life. Save 
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us from violence, discord, and confusion, from 

pride and arrogance, and from every evil course 

of action. Grant that we, who came from many 

nations with many different languages, may 

become a united people. Support us in 

defending our liberties, and give those to whom 

we have entrusted the authority of government 

the spirit of wisdom, that there may be justice 

and peace in our land. When times are 

prosperous, may our hearts be thankful, and in 

troubled times, do not let our trust in You fail; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Merciful God, graciously take into Your 

fatherly care the sick and needy, those who are 

widowed and orphaned, the homeless and 

homebound, the lonely and forgotten, and all 

who are in any trouble, temptation, anguish of 

labor, peril of death, or any other adversity 

[especially . . .]. Comfort them, O God, with 

Your Holy Spirit, that they may patiently 

endure their afflictions and acknowledge them 

as a manifestation of Your fatherly will. 

Preserve them from faintheartedness and 

despondency, and help them to seek You, the 

great physician of their souls. If any pass 

through the valley of the shadow of death, do 

not allow them in the last hour, for any pain or 

fear of death, to fall away from You, but let 

Your everlasting arms be underneath them, and 

grant them a peaceful departure and a joyful 

entrance into Your eternal kingdom in the 

resurrection of all flesh; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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Pastor: O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for 

Your loving-kindness shown to all Your 

servants who, having finished their course in 

faith, now rest from their labors. Grant that we 

also may be faithful unto death and receive the 

crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: O Lord, Father Almighty, by Your Word You 

created and You continue to bless and uphold 

all things. We pray You to reveal to us Your 

Word, our Lord Jesus Christ, that, through His 

dwelling in our hearts, we may by Your grace 

be made ready to receive Your blessing on all 

the fruits of the earth and whatsoever pertains to 

our bodily need; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth 

  as it is in heaven; 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
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 For Thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Lord to You Immortal Praise” LW 496 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION Based on Psalm 113:3; Philippians 4:6–

7 

 

Pastor: From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

People: may the name of the Lord be praised. 

 

Pastor: Without anxiety or fear, but in all things, by 

prayer and supplication, offer Your requests to 

God. 

People: And may the peace of God which surpasses 

all our understanding, guard our hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Pastor: The blessing of almighty God—Father,  Son, 

and Holy Spirit—remain with you now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “Now Thank We All Our God” LW 443  

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 4. Copyright © 

2017 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Thank you to the Ebenezer Lutheran Mission Society for 

decorating our Church for the Thanksgiving Service. We 

also thank them for gathering the food offerings to the 

Leslie Food Bank.  
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A Table Prayer that may be used at Thanksgiving Dinner 

 

As we bow our heads to pray, we give thanks to you God, for 

this Thanksgiving Day. 

 

We thank you, Father, for our families, friends, and for all the 

blessings, both big and small, that you pour out on us each 

day. 

 

We give thanks to you for this food and for the hands that 

have prepared it. We ask your blessings upon this meal: that it 

will nourish our bodies and refresh our souls. 

 

We give thanks to you for this wonderful time together, and 

for each one present here today. 

 

We ask you, dear Lord, that we be grateful for your love, 

comfort, and presence in our lives today and every day. 

 

Let us not forget those who can't be here with us today. We 

give thanks to you for them, too. We miss our loved ones, 

Lord, but we are thankful for all the good times that we had 

with them. 

 

We know, Lord, that this life is not all there is; that the best is 

yet to come if we live for you. 

 

So, help us each day to live our lives in ways that honor and 

please you. And we'll not forget to give you all the praise and 

glory. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 


