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From the Pastor’s Desk:  

  

Tips for Celebrating the Christmas Season 

 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 

the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 

highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his 

favor rests.” Luke 2:13-14. 

 

The first account of a Christmas carol was the heavenly choir 

of Angels of God the Father. They proclaimed the message of 

Christmas to the Shepherds and to us, that Christ the Savior is 

born to take away all fear, sin, heartache, death and the power 

of the devil from us and all mankind. In our Savior is our 

peace. This is the peace that we receive through faith in the 

promises of Christ our King who was born for our 

forgiveness, hope, and peace here on earth in the midst of 

turmoil. 

 

In this season of remembering the birth of our Savior and the 

message of peace on earth, many Christians are suffering 

from anxiety, tension and over extending themselves in 

activities and family events. 

 

Here are some thoughts to bring peace to your Christmas 

season. 

 

1. Lower your expectations. We all want the picture-

perfect Christmas. Very rarely is a family gathering or 

party of any kind without flaws. Go into your 

celebration hoping for a great time but expecting 

something less than perfection. Lower expectations will 

most likely mean you’ll have a better-than-expected 

Christmas. 
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2. Don’t overindulge. Eating and/or drinking too much 

will lead only to regret. Set some limitations for 

yourself going in. Your waistline will thank you. And 

you’ll feel refreshed waking up the next morning. 

 

3. Be kind to your family. This may be the only time you 

see some of your family members all year. Don’t come 

to the celebration loaded with ammunition built up over 

the course of many years. If you have to hold something 

in, hold it in. The Christmas holiday is not the time for a 

big blow up. Work out another time to winsomely settle 

differences. 

 

4. Get some rest. The holidays are a busy time for all of 

us. At the time of this writing we are celebrating 

Thanksgiving, which is the figurative “calm before the 

storm.” Use Thanksgiving Day and the weekend to bank 

some rest. Take a breather and gather yourself for the 

busy days to come.   

 

5.  Give thanks. It doesn’t usually take Christmas to 

remind us Christians to give thanks for family and 

friends. The Christmas season is a great time again to 

take a look around and give thanks for family and 

friends. Even give thanks for your busyness, for there 

are too many people with nothing but empty time on 

their hands. Why not take the opportunity to start an 

everyday habit of writing down five things for which 

you are thankful? Start the list with Jesus. 

 

Wherever and whatever your Christmas Celebration may be, I 

pray it’s your best one yet. May the peace of Christ dwell 

with you in His holy Word. Live in His peace, celebrate His 

peace and may your family see Christ’s peace in you. 
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A Christmas Day Prayer 

 

The day of joy returns, Father in Heaven and crowns another year 

with peace and good will. 

- Help us rightly to remember the birth of Jesus that we 

may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the 

shepherds and the worship of the wise men. 

- Close the doors of hate and open the doors of love all 

over the world and 

- Let kindness come with every gift and good desires 

with every greeting. 

- Deliver us from evil by the blessing that Christ brings 

and teach us to be merry with clean hearts. 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children 

and the Christmas evening bring us to our bed with grateful 

thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. 

 

Ladies Aid Christmas Party 

 

Ebenezer Ladies Aid would like to invite all the ladies of the 

congregation and friends to our annual Christmas Party on 

Friday, December 1, 2017 at 12:00 noon. Our special guest 

will be a representative from Mobility Worldwide based in 

Columbia, MO. This group makes foot and hand powered 

carts for people will handicaps. 

 

They also have an additional project to provide sewing 

notions for people all over the world. We will be collecting 

sewing notions throughout November for this group. Watch 

for a basket at the back of church for these notions (needles, 

scissors, thimbles, tape measures, etc.). 
 

Senior Christmas Party 

 

The annual Senior Christmas Party will be December 3rd 

at 12:00 PM. Invitations have been sent out to our Seniors, 

but please invite your friends and neighbors who are over 70 
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to enjoy fellowship, good food, Christmas Carols and a 

special visit from Santa Claus. Special music will be provided 

by our youth. All are welcome. 

 

What is Advent? 

 

The Church divides the year into different seasons that 

emphasize the life of Christ and the life of the Church. 

Beginning on Sunday December 3rd, 2017, we will enter the 

season of the Church year called Advent. Advent is the 

season of preparation and anticipation leading up to 

Christmas, and continuing to Epiphany January 6th, 2018. 
 

Thursday Morning Advent Services – 10:00 AM 

 

Thursday Advent Morning Bible Study and Devotional 

begins on December 7 at 10:00 AM in the Church Dining 

Hall. Come Thursday mornings during Advent to mediate and 

study the theme “Together in Advent.” We celebrate together 

as the family of God the coming of his Son for our salvation. 

Each week will focus on a different activity for our “to-do 

list” that is centered on giving and sharing instead of on 

materialism. The theme verse for the entire series is: “Save 

us, O Lord our God, and gather us from among the nations, 

that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your 

praise” (Psalm 106:47). Hymns in the series include “Lift Up 

Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates,” “Let the Earth Now Praise 

the Lord,” “Hark the Glad Sound” and “On Jordan’s Bank the 

Baptist’s Cry.” 

 

• Week 1, December 7: Be Present (Malachi 3:1-7): 

Instead of spending all our time in Advent buying 

presents, we in God’s family set aside space to be 

present for one another, as Christ is coming to be 

present with us. 
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• Week 2, December 14: Send Peace (Micah 5:2-5a): 

Beyond sending cards to loved ones this Advent season, 

we do all we can as the family of God to send peace to 

one another because the Prince of Peace is on his way.  

• Week 3, December 21: Share Joy (Zephaniah 3:14-20):       

In this time when we share cookies and other treats with        

one another, we share joy with those around us that they   

might taste and see that the Lord is good to us through the  

birth of  his Son. 

 

Evening Advent Services to begin December 6, 7:00 PM  

“Behold the Light” 

 

Come to worship services on Wednesday nights for worship 

and fellowship as we “Behold the Light” of Christ. Through 

the gracious love of our heavenly Father, who sent his only 

Son to be born and suffer death for us, we have been called 

out of the darkness of sin and into the marvelous light of 

Christ. “The night is far gone; the day is at hand” (Romans 

13:12). Put on the light of Christ and shine in his glory as we 

joyously await his second coming. Then he will take us from 

this world of darkness to live with him in the heavenly 

realms—where his light of grace and glory will shine for 

eternity. The Choir will be singing for the Wednesday night 

services 

  

The Services are as follows: 

Dec.   6
th

 7:00 PM - Put On the Light! 

Dec. 13
th

 7:00 PM - Many Lights Are Brighter - Together! 

Dec. 20
th

 7:00 PM - A Light with a Special Purpose! 

 

LOVE CAME DOWN – Advent Devotional Book 

Advent is the story of how Love came down from heaven to 

earth—how God Himself became a tiny human baby for the 
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sake of a world that didn’t recognize Him when He came. 

This is an astounding story; no other religion has anything 

like it. And that is no surprise—no human imagination could 

come up with something so unexpected and yet so wonderful. 

That God would humble Himself so for our sake—that He 

would take on human flesh and blood—that He would 

ultimately lay down His own life on a cross, and then rise 

again, so that we might share His eternal life—who could 

make this story up?  

And yet, for most of us, the story is so familiar we have 

trouble hearing it anymore. So let’s look at it anew. During 

the next few weeks, we’ll look at the story of how Love came 

down to earth from a variety of perspectives. Some will be 

familiar. Some may surprise you. But in all of them we will 

see God working to prepare the way for Jesus, His Son, to 

come to us—and to lead us home to Him. PICK UP YOUR 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL AT THE BACK OF THE 

CHURCH. 

 

Children’s Christmas Eve Service 7:00 PM 

 

Christmas is Jesus Children's Christmas Service presents the 

Christmas story through scripture readings and hymns. All 

children from Pre-school to 8
th

 grade are invited to participate 

in this beautiful Candle Light Service. The children will read 

the Christmas story, sing carols, act out the Christmas story, 

and have the congregation participate in praise to our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. Special musical numbers will be performed by 

our high school and junior high youth. Please note that the 

rehearsals for this service are: 

 

December   9, 10:00AM – 11:00 AM 

December 16, 10:00AM – 11:00 AM 

December 23, 10:00AM – 11:00 AM 
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 11:00 PM 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy 

Communion will be held at our church at 11:00 PM with 

Holy Communion.  The Candle Christmas Service of Light, 

led by Pastor, with special music provided by members of our 

congregation will be a time fellowship around the Divine 

Word and Sacrament.  The theme is “Echoing Joy.” 

 

“Glory to God in the highest!” The expression of praise by 

the heavenly host on the night when Jesus was born into our 

world has echoed through the ages. As we gather for this 

most special day, we find joy in repeating the words of God’s 

heavenly messengers. The angels proclaimed a message of 

peace and good will, a word from God that was appearing in 

the Word made flesh—the baby Jesus born to bring the light 

of redemption to a people on earth lost in darkness. “Gloria in 

excelsis Deo!” Whether we are singing in English or Latin or 

some other language, the message of the words is what 

matters. We worship our Lord and rejoice in the glory of 

Christmas! 

 

Christmas Day Service 10:00 AM 

 

Christmas Day Service will be held at 10:00 AM with 

Holy Communion.  The service will be centered around 

familiar Christmas Carols with the theme, “The Birthday of a 

King”.  “Glory to the newborn King!” The refrain of the familiar 

Christmas song, “Hark the invites us to proclaim that Christ is born 

in Bethlehem. Today we celebrate God coming into the history of 

our earth in person—in the person of a baby born in Bethlehem. 

“This is My beloved Son!” God proclaimed this years later when 

Jesus arrived at the Jordan River at the time of His Baptism. But 

already at the time of His birth, Jesus’ special nature was 

established as God in the flesh—in our human flesh! We express 

our thankfulness and our joy at that blessed coming! 
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New Year’s Eve Service and New Year’s Day Service 

 

New Year’s Eve services will be celebrated at our 3:00 PM 

service on December 30 and again on Sunday, December 

31 at 10:00 AM. The theme will be “God Is for Us!” Near 

the close of Deuteronomy, there is an account of how Moses 

gave directions to Joshua entrusting to him the leadership of 

the people of Israel. Moses encouraged his successor with 

these words: “Be strong and courageous. It is the Lord who 

goes before you. He will be with you; He will not leave you 

or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” As we conclude 

this calendar year and look toward the future and a new year, 

we can be confident that wherever we are going, not only is 

the Lord going before us, but He is also for us as we go. 

  

New Years Day, January 1, 2018 with Holy Communion: 

The theme for this service will be “The Greatest of Name’s”. 

On New Years Day we not only celebrate the New Year but 

we also celebrate the Naming of Jesus that happened 8 days 

after Jesus’ birth. In his Letter to the Colossians, Paul gives 

basic guidance for Christian living: “And whatever you do, in 

word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” On the first 

day of the new calendar year, a special focus is given to the 

name of Jesus. On New Years Day, we will repeat that 

singular name and also will include more than twenty other 

names and titles of our Lord. We begin and end our worship 

in the name of the Lord. We repeat it during our prayers and 

hymns, taking to heart the message given by Peter in 

Jerusalem: “There is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.” 
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December Birthdays 

Adam Brune  12-1         

Sara Unnerstall           12-3 

Emma Hudnell          12-4 

Peggy Voelker         12-5       

Penny Schreiner   12-5        

Nicholas Gilbert       12-6 

Paula Gleitz             12-7 

Wilbert Baumann    12-7  

Sophia Door          12-7 

Dale Summers          12-9 

Susan Hoemann       12-11 

Barbara Bolm           12-11 

Susan Kassebaum     12-16 

Lynell Glosemeyer   12-16 

Tracey Bade              12-17 

Denise Walkenhorst  12-17 

Debbie Brune            12-17 

Isabelle Gilbert  12-18 

Adam Wesche          12-20 

Babs Kormeier         12-21 

Travis Gardner        12-21 

Kate Walkenhorst   12-21 

Lanette Bunge           12-21 

Barry Kormeier        12-22 

Jeff Brunkhorst        12-22 

Judy Luecker        12-24 

Nancy Satre        12-30 

Meredith Gardner       12-31 

 

December Anniversaries 

Mark and Susan Kassebaum       12-4 

Marvin and Mary Sprick             12-11 
 

(If your name is not listed or listed incorrectly, please let Mary know) 
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Bell Ringer Schedule for December 

 

December 3 

Trent Huellinghoff 

 

December 10 

Cody Adams 

 

December 17 

Jeff Hohlt 

 

December 24 

Corey Adams 

 

December 31 

Trent Huellinghoff 

 

Usher Schedule for December 

1:  Corey Adams 

2:  Matt Kassebaum 

3:  Albert Bade 

4:  Phil Pelster 

5:  Harvey Quinn 

Alternate:  Bryan Adams 

Head Usher:  Wilbert Baumann 

 

Altar Guild for December 

Janice Meyer 

 

Hilbert Happenings 

Botswana Lutheran Bible Translators 

 

The Ebenezer Mission Society donates money to the Hilbert 

Family who are in Botswana helping translate the Shekgalagari 

New Testment.  The following is an article in their newsletter. 

The Shekgalagari New Testament is progressing nicely!  Although 

it has had its share of unexpected events this year, the project is 
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still scheduled to finish drafting in 2018.  We are very excited and 

privileged to be working with a good group of translators and 

advisory committee members. We recently held team checking 

(going through the text line by line) for a few books including 

Revelation and 1 Corinthians.  To date the books that have been 

drafted and checked include:  All of the Gospels and Acts, 1 

Corinthians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, James, 1, 2 and 3 

John, Jude and Revelation.  The stage following the team 

checking, or internal checking, will be external checking.  Each 

book will be taken out to the community and tested, sent to a group 

of reviewers from different Shekgalagari speaking regions, and 

finally checked over by the project’s consultant from the United 

Bible Society.  Once the text is approved by the consultant, it is 

ready to be published!  Please pray that the New Testament 

continues to make good progress and that the translation will lead 

others to accept Christ as their Savior. 

The Botswana field is blessed to be receiving new missionaries 

Rev. Carl and Kelsey Grulke next year.  They have both finished 

studying linguistics and world arts, respectively, in Dallas and are 

now preparing through partnership development to come to live 

and work in Botswana.  They are hoping to arrive in early 2018.  

We were able to show them around Botswana for a couple of 

weeks in August.  We enjoyed their company and are pleased that 

they didn’t find Botswana to be too difficult of a place to raise a 

family (they will be bringing their five children with them).  Please 

pray for the Grulke family that they are able to raise all the support 

they need to join us in Botswana. 

Our family has settled in nicely to Maun.  Carsten, Annabelle, and 

Josephine are making friends and finding ways to have fun.  This 

year they have both really taken to reading and have poured 

through our “library”.  They also have a nice place to play outside 

of our house and get a lot of fresh air.  We have found an excellent 

babysitter for them through our church so now Mical and I even 

get some time for date nights!  Please keep the children in your 

prayers, that they would continue to grow and learn and enjoy life 

in Maun.  Blessings, Rob, Mical, Carsten (6) Annabelle (5) and 

Josephine (2).       (There is a copy of this letter on the bulletin 

board at the back of Church)  
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Monthly Treasurer’s Summary 

October 2017 
 

Beginning checking balance $16,339.50 

Receipts $15,773.59 

Disbursements $12,022.98 

Ending checking balance $20,090.11 

  

LCEF savings balance $30,568.62 

Thrivent FPDA balance $21,659.53 

  

Pledged to Missouri District for year $4,800.00 

Paid to Missouri District this year-to-date $4,000.00 

  

Year-to-date income less expenses $-12,949.40 
 

 

 

Ebenezer Mission Society News 

 

Ebenezer Mission Society allocated the proceeds from the 

Country Store for their mission projects.   

 

The recipients are: 

 

With God's Little Ones      $450 

LCMS World Relief                                          $275 

Orphan Grain Train                                              $275 

Lutherans for Life                                              $250 

Amigos de Cristo                                                 $250 

LCMS World Mission-Robin McCoy              $250 

Lutheran Family and Childrens Services              $250 

Lutheran Bible Translators-Rob & Mical Hilbert $250 

Light of Christ Chinese Ministry                       $250 

Emergency Fund                                                   $200 

  

Margaret Zastrow was elected Secretary and Jenny 
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Huellinghoff was elected Treasurer.  We welcomed Karen 

Scheer as a new member.  Our next meeting will be February  

19, 2018 at 7 pm.  

Recycle Update 

 

We are pleased to report the addition of $32.25 from recycle 

aluminum. This brings our total for recycle aluminum to 

$5,147.96 and the grand total for all funds received to 

$10,395.97. Sincere thanks for your support of our recycle for 

missionaries project. 

 

Central Paper Stock has been called to exchange the paper 

dumpster. We are on the list for replacement. Your patience is 

greatly appreciated. Please remember that Central Paper 

Stock does not want Cardboard, Plastic or Trash in the 

dumpster. 

 

Find Happiness in Everything You Do 

 

Find happiness in nature, in the beauty of a mountain, 
serenity of the sea.  Find happiness in friendship, in the fun of 

doing things together, in sharing and understanding.  Find 

happiness in your family, in the stability of knowing that someone 

cares, in the strength of love and honesty.  Find happiness in 

yourself, in your mind and body, in your values and achievements.  

Find happiness in everything you do. 
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December 2017 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
Ladies Aid 

Luncheon 12:00 PM 

2 
Worship with Holy 

Communion 3:00 

PM 

3 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship with Holy 

Communion 10:00 

 

Senior Dinner 12:00  

4 5 
Elders 7:00 PM 

6 
Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Choir 6:30 PM 

 

Worship 7:00 PM 

7 
Worship  10:00 AM 

8 9 
Christmas Eve 

Practice 10:00 AM 

 

Worship 3:00 PM 

10 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00  

11 12 13 
Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Choir 6:30 PM 

 

Worship 7:00 PM 

14 
Worship 10:00 AM 

15 16 
Christmas Eve Practice 

10:00 AM 

 

Worship with Holy 

Communion 3:00 

17 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship with Holy 

Communion 10:00 

 

Caroling 12:00  

18 19 20 
Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Choir 6:30 PM 

 

Worship 7:00 PM 

21 
Worship 10:00 AM 

22 23 
Christmas Eve 

Practice 10:00 AM 

 

Worship 3:00 PM 

24  
Sundy Sch. 9:00 

Worship w/ HC 10:00 

Christmas Eve 7:00 PM 

(Children’s Service) 

Worship w/ HC 11:00 

 

25 
Christmas Worship 

with Holy 

Communion 10:00 

26 27 28 29 30 
Worship 3:00 PM 

31 
Sunday School 9:00 

New Year’s Eve 

Worship 10:00 AM 

1 
New Year’s Day 

Service with Holy 

Communion 10:00 

AM 

     

 

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/christmas.php

