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Sermon for the 16th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

 

The Motto For Life  
I listed on my sermon the top 40 slogans or mottos for 
Advertisers for there products. Some are better than others. I 
will read just a few. 

1. Harley Davidson – American by Birth. Rebel by Choice. 
2. Volkswagen – Think Small. 
3. Porsche – There is no substitute. 
4. Aston Martin – Power, beauty and soul. 
5. Walmart – Save Money. Live Better. 
6. Reebok – I am what I am. 
7. Nike – Just do it. 
8. Adidas – Impossible is Nothing. 
9. Calvin Klein – Between love and madness lies obsession. 
10. Marks & Spencer – The customer is always and completely 

right! 
11. Levis – Quality never goes out of style. 
12. Tag Heuer – Success. It’s a Mind Game. 

Text: Philippians 1:21 
 

For to me, to live is Christ 
and to die is gain. 
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13. 3M – Innovation. 
14. IBM – Solutions for a smart planet. 
15. Sony – Make Believe. 
16. IMAX – Think big. 
17. DuPont – The miracles of science. 
18. Energizer – Keeps going and going and going. 
19. PlayStation – Live in your world. Play in ours. 
20. EA – Challenge everything. 
21. Blogger – Push button publishing. 
22. Canon – See what we mean. 
23. Nikon – At the heart of the image. 
24. Kodak – Share moments. Share life. 
25. Olympus – Your vision. Our future. 
26. FedEx – When there is no tomorrow. 
27. Red Cross – The greatest tragedy is indifference. 
28. Disneyland – The happiest place on earth. 
29. Holiday Inn – Pleasing people the world over. 
30. Hallmark – When you care enough to send the very best. 
31. Fortune – For the men in charge of change. 
32. Ajax – Stronger than dirt. 
33. Yellow Pages – Let your fingers do the walking. 
34. McDonalds – I’m loving it. 
35. KFC – Finger lickin’ good. 
36. Burger King – Have it your way. 
37. Coca Cola – Twist the cap to refreshment. 
38. M&Ms – Melts in your mouth, not in your hands. 
39. Nokia – Connecting people. 
40. Vodafone – Make the most of now. 
41. Coca Cola – Open Happiness. 
42. Solex – It’s Style. 
43. Red Lobster – Seafood Differently. 
44. Mazda – Zoom Zoom. 
45. Coca Cola – You can’t beat the real thing. 
46. Apple – Think different. 
47. Coca Cola – Open Happiness 

48. Coca Cola – Enjoy. 
49. Jaguar – Own a Jaguar at a price of a car. 
50. Marathon Petroleum – Fueling the American Spirit 

 



 3 

Are there any better mottos? There is. Another Paul, the 
Apostle Paul, gives us this two-part motto on which to model 
our lives: “I want to live with Christ!” and “I want to live for 
Christ!” If this is not your motto, your life now and your life in 
the hereafter will be a big disappointment. Let me explain 
why. 

The Apostle Paul, an early follower of Jesus, wrote the 
words of our text when he was under house arrest in Rome 
for preaching about Jesus. He wrote them as part of a thank 
you letter to the congregation in the Greek city of Philippi. 
That congregation had sent Paul one of its members to 
deliver financial support and personal encouragement. Still, 
life wasn’t easy. Paul was tired of being chained up like a 
common criminal and was ready to be done with everything. 
He wrote: “If I am to go on living in the body, this will 
mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do 
not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which is better by far” 
(Philippians 1:22, 23). 

It wasn’t unusual for those serving prison sentences in 
ancient times to desire death rather than go on living. That’s 
how bad conditions were in prisons where wardens had 
never heard of rights for inmates. But that wasn’t exactly 
Paul’s sentiment, was it? He saw the value in continuing to 
live because he could be of service to his fellow man. But he 
also knew that death would bring him in contact with Christ, 
which was “better by far.” Paul even wrote, “to die is gain” 
(Philippians 1:21b). 

Don’t we usually think of dying as losing? When someone 
dies of cancer we often say: “He lost the battle.” That’s what 
the disciples thought when Jesus died on the cross. They 
thought that he had lost the battle against his jealous 
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enemies and that all their hopes that he was the promised 
savior had passed away just as Jesus had. But Jesus’ death 
was actually a great victory for mankind. Like the soldier who 
gets shot with the last arrow the enemy has in his arsenal to 
fire, Jesus took the full brunt of God’s anger over the world’s 
sins. All of God’s fury for the times you thought your kids 
were a hassle or treated your parents like dirt was spent on 
Jesus at Mt. Calvary. Jesus died, yes, but in so doing he 
redirected God’s anger over your sins to himself and so 
secured forgiveness and opened the doors to an everlasting 
life of happiness for all people. 

We know that this is true because Jesus rose from the dead 
to explain to his disciples what he had accomplished: not just 
victory over sin, but victory over death as well! Paul would 
describe later in his letter to the Philippians what this all has 
to do with us. “…our citizenship is in heaven. And we 
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
21 who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our lowly 
bodies so that they will be like his glorious body” 
(Philippians 3:20). 

Do you understand now why Paul would say that dying is 
gain? Just as a caterpillar must look forward to disappearing 
into his chrysalis where he will shed his ugly green exterior 
and take on the beautiful and freedom-giving wings of a 
butterfly, we too can look forward to being cocooned in the 
dust of the earth, for we know that Jesus will raise up our 
bodies and glorify them, that is, make them so that they will 
never grow old, get sick, or die again! 

But this is only true for those whose motto is “I want to live 
with Christ!” For without Jesus we have no forgiveness, and 
death won’t bring gain but increased pain as we’ll have stand 
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before a holy God without Jesus as our go-between. Just 
think of how it hurts when you inadvertently grab the cookie 
sheet out of the oven without oven mitts! That’s only slightly 
what it will be like on Judgment Day and for the rest of 
eternity if we think we can shake God’s hand without Jesus’ 
righteousness covering our filthy fingers like a white glove. 

So what is your life’s motto? Is it Finger Licking Good?  Are 
you most focused on making your life here easy in 
retirement so that you are now working hard to upgrade your 
education or work extra hours? How does Jesus fit into this 
schedule? Have you perhaps shoved him to the back of your 
life – like a novel you’re always meaning to read but never 
do? Listen to what Paul says is the result of such an earthly 
mentality: “For, as I have often told you before and now 
say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the 
cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god 
is their stomach… Their mind is on earthly things. 20 
But our citizenship is in heaven…” (Philippians 3:18-
20a). 

 

 “Yep. Live with Christ. That’s been my goal. I’m ready. So 
what’s taking so long for Jesus to bring me to his side?” Well 
Paul reminds us that there is a second part to a Christian’s 
motto. We don’t just want to live with Christ; we want to live 
for Christ. Listen again to our text: “I desire to depart and 
be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more 
necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 
Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the 
faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your 
joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me” 
(Philippians 1:22b-26). 
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Paul knew that while it was his goal to be with Christ, it was 
also his goal to live for him. But how do you live for someone 
you can’t see? You live for Christ by serving the people 
around you that you can see. That’s why Paul was eager to 
remain alive so he could continue to encourage the 
Philippian Christians in their walk with Jesus. That’s every 
Christian’s goal…no matter how young or old we may be. 

How well are we living that motto? For the most part I think 
we Christians treat life like it’s one big airport waiting lounge. 
Ever take a good look around you while waiting for your 
flight? What’s everyone doing? They’re checking texts, 
reading the paper, talking on their cell…they’re each doing 
their own thing while killing time and waiting for the plane to 
show up so they can go elsewhere, as if that departure 
lounge is just a place to be endured. 

Isn’t it easy to see life that way as a Christian – like we’re 
just killing time here waiting for Jesus to take us to heaven? 
Sure, we’ve taught Sunday School. We’ve served on church 
committees. We’ve raised our children and our 
grandchildren. What’s there left to do but go to heaven? Well 
if you’re still here, it means that Christ has more for you to 
do. Paul explains what that is in the chapter after our text: 
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but 
in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 
Each of you should look not only to your own interests, 
but also to the interests of others” (Philippians 2:3, 4). 
Living for Christ means actively looking out for the interests 
of others and putting their needs first. That’s hardly the 
airport lounge mentality is it where you could care less what 
the person sitting next to you is doing? But that’s not the kind 
of attitude God wants you to have. He wants you to take 
notice of others. Are they down? Encourage them! Pray for 
them! Write them a card, even a quick email. It can mean so 



 7 

much – not just for the other person but for you too as it 
gives your life a purpose. This is the benefit of living for 
Christ. 

The advertisers want you think of and earthly way to 
happiness. No, the Apostle Paul offers us a better motto on 

which to model our lives: live with Christ, and 
live for Christ. This won’t make your life any easier 

now. Look at Paul. He ended up in prison for being a 
Christian. But someday life will be much better, for Jesus, 
the victorious Savior, will return to glorify those whose faith 
has remained in him. By God’s grace may we be those 
people as we continue to live with and for Christ. 


