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From the Pastor’s Desk:   

Have Courage in God’s Word! 

The boat was already a considerable distance from land, 

buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. During 

the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking 

on the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, 

they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in 

fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is 

I. Don’t be afraid.”– Matthew 14:24-27 

 

The Sea of Galilee is seven hundred feet below sea level. It’s 

the lowest freshwater lake on the planet. When winds whip 

through the surrounding mountains and into that watery 

Galilean crater, storms come quickly and out of nowhere. 

 

That is where the disciples are—on a boat, in a windstorm, at 

night. Jesus is not with them. In fact, Jesus was the one who 

told them to cross the sea. 

 

It shows that being a disciple is not easy. You can’t assume 

that life will be exactly how you want it. Life is full of 

unexpected storms. What do you do? 

 

The temptation is to doubt God’s Word. We hear God’s 

promises, but we are tempted to wonder if he is reliable. If he 

were, why would life be so difficult right now? 

 

But don’t doubt God’s Word. Think about the disciples in that 

boat on the wind-whipped sea. What are they looking at? 

They’re looking at Jesus. 

 

It’s a surreal scene. Jesus goes out to them, walking on the 

rough water. No wonder they think they’re seeing a ghost. 

https://ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com/2015/07/20/oh-oh-america-now-you-are-in-trouble/


 

                             

 

Then he speaks a word of promise: “Take courage! It is I. 

Don’t be afraid.” There is strength for faith. It’s not a ghost. It 

is the Lord Jesus Christ, the true Son of God! 

 

When we fear or worry, Jesus promises, “It is I who forgives. 

It is I who saves. Look at me. Focus not on the illness, not on 

the pain, not on the economy, not on yourself. Find strength 

for your faith in my promises.” 

 

God has laid a firm foundation for your faith in his excellent 

Word. Believe it. God’s promises are always powerful. They 

brought peace to the disciples, and they bring faith to your 

heart and hope for your future. 

 

Prayer: Lord, I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief. 

Amen. 

 

Thrivent Sunday School Rally Dinner 

 

Please come to our Sunday School Rally Dinner after church 

on September 10. Please bring a dish to pass. Chili will be 

provided by Thrivent Financial. Please read our Bulletin for 

more information. 

 

Sunday School Teachers this year: Margaret Zastrow and 

Mary Wesche – Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten – Mari 

Gardner, 3
rd

 & 4
th

 – Karen Scheer, 5
th

 & 6
th

  - Julie 

Hilkerbaumer, 7
th

 & 8
th

 – Barb Kassebaum.  

 

A Man Named Martin - Part 3: The Movement 

Thursday Bible Study 10:00 AM – September 21, 

September 28, October19, & October 26, November 2 

  

From Luther's 95 Theses in 1517 to the Peace of Westphalia 

in 1648, God was at work in the Reformation. Fierce debates 



  

 

 

over Scripture, church doctrine, and late medieval church 

practice led to theological positions articulating salvation as 

God's grace in action, with man being left to add nothing to 

his own salvation. In A Man Named Martin - Part 3: The 

Movement, viewers will see how the Reformation 

transformed European society and, eventually, left a profound 

impression around the globe. 

 

A Man Named Martin - Part 3: The Movement will show 

how the Reformation accelerated the transformation of a 

world already in flux. While armed conflicts, theological 

disputes, and heated controversies marked segments of 

society throughout medieval Europe, the march of the 

Reformation left its imprint on the face of culture and citizen 

alike. Everything from education, politics, science, theology, 

marriage, and the family-and even extending to one's view of 

vocation and his relationship to God-came under the shaping 

and seminal influence of the Reformation. 

 

European politics changed in that state-to-state relationships 

were increasingly governed by political concepts of state and 

not by notions of Christendom. Ultimately, the Reformation 

contributed a number of ideas that traveled across the Atlantic 

which, in turn, influenced our Republic via ideas of individual 

rights and representative democracy. According to Rev. Dr. 

Gregory Seltz, program host and Speaker for The Lutheran 

Hour, "The greatest thing about the Reformation are the solas: 

grace alone, faith alone, Christ alone, Scripture alone 

because, in reality, what it does is it establishes the worth of a 

human being before God in a way that can't be done by 

people; it's done by God in Jesus Christ." 

 

We will be meeting in the church Fellowship Hall. Coffee 

will be served.  

 



 

                             

Martin Luther Study times: 

 Thursday   September 21  10:00 AM   

 Thursday   September 28  10:00 AM   

 Thursday   October 19   10:00 AM   

 Thursday   October 26,  10:00 AM   

 Thursday,  November 2,  10:00 AM   

 

Recycle Update 

 

We are pleased to report the addition of $39.40 for our 

ongoing recycle project. This brings our total collected in 

recycle aluminum to $5,105.56 and our grand total for all 

recycle funds to $10,353.57. 

The recycle paper dumpster is now empty for it was replaced 

on Monday, August 28. Thank you for your participation and 

for your support of our recycle for missionaries project. 

 

Homemade Cookie Sale on September 17th after the 

Sunday church service 
 

Ebenezer Mission Society is hosting our annual cookie sale 

after Church on Sunday, September 17
th

.  You will be able to 

choose from a variety of home baked cookies at the cost of 

$4.00 per dozen.  Proceeds will benefit the Christian Friends 

of New Americans, St. Louis.  This LCMS recognized service 

organization holds citizenship classes, English as a second 

language classes, after school tutoring and homework help, 

and employment training for refugees who have settled in St. 

Louis.  All classes are accompanied by devotions led by 

pastors, vicars, seminary students, and deaconesses.  They 

also provide scholarship assistance, qualified counseling, and 

medical screenings.  Currently, two women's Bible study 

groups from this ministry are meeting in homes.  You can 

read more at cfna-stl.org.  Rev. Stanish Stanley who recently 

led our Sunday worship service is working with this 

organization. Pastor Stanley will be with us again on October 



  

 

 

8
th

. Thank you so much for considering and helping with this 

mission project! 

 

Ladies Aid Events 

 

Our Ladies Aid invite all ladies to be our guests at a luncheon 

on Friday, September 8, 2017. Rev. Rudy and Dorothy 

Schaser will be with us. They will be giving an informal talk 

about With God's Little Ones and Orphan Grain Train. Plan 

to join us at Ponderosa at 11:30 on September 8, 2017. 

Ebenezer Ladies will also be serving a luncheon on 

September 21, 2017 for an alumni group of Central Methodist 

University. The alumni are making it possible for us to 

support Grace's Place Crisis Nursery in Washington, MO. 

Thrivent Action Team has been given $250.00 to host this 

event. 

 

Monthly Treasurer’s Summary 

July 2017 
 

Beginning checking balance $30,544.09 

Receipts $7,717.91 

Disbursements $11,669.35 

Ending checking balance $26,592.65 

  

LCEF savings balance $30,520.52 

Thrivent FPDA balance $21,659.53 

  

Pledged to Missouri District for year $4,800.00 

Paid to Missouri District this year-to-date $2,800.00 

  

Year-to-date income less expenses $-6,432.39 

 

Mixed Choir Come Join the Fun! 

 

Choir will begin practicing soon and everyone who is 

interested in singing  is asked to come to a gathering at the 

lake on Wednesday, September 20th for a meal beginning at 



 

                             

5:30 PM.  Meat will be furnished and you may bring a side 

dish or dessert to share. 

 

Best Choice Labels 

 

Please keep saving those Best Choice labels.  There is a box 

for the labels on the shelf in the Church kitchen.  Thank you! 

 

September Birthdays 

 

Stewart Darrah  9/1 

John Redhage  9/3 

Esther Voelker  9/4 

Kenzie Crego  9/4 

Leah Becerra  9/5 

Andrew Schroeder 9/6 

Jeff Bopp   9/8 

Marvin Sprick  9/9 

Andrea Wesche  9/10 

Bob Kirschenmann  9/10 

Kelsey Schroeder  9/11 

Julie Helkerbaumer 9/12 

Anna Hilkerbaumer 9/12 

Bob Schreiner  9/13 

Paul Gleitz  9/14 

Steve Gilbert  9/22 

Kayleigh Crego  9/22 

Elmer Kellmann          9/23 

Caleb Compton  9/23 

Harvey Quinn  9/26 

Jessica Angeles  9/29 

Jennifer Thurmond 9/29 

 

September Anniversaries 

 

Jeff & Joyce Hohlt     9/5 

David & Joan Menke    9/7 

Ben & Ali Faulkner    9/7 

Kevin & Susan Hoemann    9/14 

Marvin & Barb Kassebaum  9/18 

Barry & Angie Kormeier   9/24 

Doug & Brandi Brune   9/24 

John & Glenda Alexander   9/27 

Matt & Kristen McCoy   9/28   

Corey & Michelle Kasmann 9/30 

 

 



  

 

 

Usher Schedule for September 

 

1:  Corey Adams 

  2:  Philip Pelster 

  3:  Andrew Kassebaum 

  4:  Bryan Adams 

  5:  Mark Kassebaum 

Alternate:  Cody Adams 

Head Usher – Wilbert Baumann 

 

Altar Guild for September 

Kathy Scheer and Karen Scheer 

 

Bell Ringer Schedule for September, 2017 

 

September 3 

Corey Adams 

September 10 

Jeff Hohlt 

September 17 

Cody Adams 

September 24 

Trent Huellinghoff 

 

Synod at work with Texas District 

toward Hurricane Harvey relief (as of August, 29) 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

I am sending this heads-up to you, the rostered workers of our 

church body, to let you know that your national Synod office, 

working hand-in-glove with officials in the Texas District, is 

going all out to help in any and every way possible those 

affected by Hurricane Harvey and the unprecedented flooding 

in southeastern Texas. 



 

      

 

Owing to the nature of massive disasters — in this case, the 

worst flooding of Harvey is yet to come — no one yet knows 

the full picture of the situation or the exact plan for effective 

Lutheran responses. 

 

We do know it will require a lot of physical support and aid 

over the long haul, along with prayers, Word and Sacrament 

ministry and pastoral counseling. A truly effective response 

demands that the people of the Church walk and work in a 

coordinated way, because no one entity can handle something 

like this apart from the capacity others can bring to bear. 

 

LCMS World Relief and Human Care, and its LCMS Disaster 

Response, already is hard at work. 

 

In close collaboration with the Texas District, which also is 

hard at work, we want to learn from our pastors and other 

leaders from the more than 160 LCMS congregations in the 

affected areas about their greatest, immediate needs. 

 

In time, after we stabilize and restore our congregations, we 

want them to serve as hubs of outreach in their communities. 

 

Please stay tuned for news and updates across an array of 

LCMS communications channels, including lcms.org/harvey 

and facebook.com/thelcms. 

 

Know that appeals to our generous donors will be going out 

soon. Please consider a plate offering — or even a series of 

such offerings — from your congregation, school or group. 

 

An army of LCMS people — national and district, 

professional and lay, staff and volunteer — will be coming 

alongside our afflicted brothers and sisters in Christ in 

southeastern Texas. 



  

 

 

 

Your help and encouragement are vital to these efforts. How 

robust our LCMS response will be depends on the people of 

the LCMS responding. 

 

Thank you! 

 

President Matthew C. Harrison 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

 

Luther Movie to be Screened at the Walt Theater in New 

Haven on October 25
th

 at 7:00 PM 

 

The Washington Circuit under the direction Rev. Jacob 

Ehrhard of Trinity Lutheran church will offer us an 

opportunity to see an alternate edition of the new Luther 

documentary, different from the one which was screened 

quite a bit earlier this year and will be broadcast on PBS next 

month. The following is a comment by Pastor Ehrhard: 

 

A Return to Grace focuses more on the theological issues 

that drove the Reformation rather than telling the story from a 

historical or biographical viewpoint. The president of the 

WELS wrote about the alternate edition: 

 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/2017/04/wels-

president-on-the-two-version-of-the-luther-movie/ 

 

We will screen this movie at the Walt Theater in downtown 

New Haven on October 25 at 7 p.m. Admission is free thanks 

to Bethlehem, Ebenezer, and Trinity congregations. 

Concessions will be available for purchase.  

 

I will send some more specific information in several weeks 

for you to include in your bulletins. But I wanted to make you 



 

      

aware of it now, so that you can start planning. FYI, the Walt 

can hold around 250 guests. We are not going to have an 

RSVP, so keep that in mind. 

 

Hymn Festival 

 

A Hymn Festival will be held at Immanuel Lutheran Church 

in Washington on Sunday, September 17
th

 at 3:00 PM in 

honor of the 500
th

 Anniversary of the Reformation.  Dr. 

James Marriott, will be the Guest Organist. 

Dr. Marriott serves as the Director of Musical Arts for 

Concordia Seminary, where he teaches worship courses and 

oversees a diverse range of musical activities associated with 

the worship and ministry life of the seminary community. 

Holding undergraduate and graduate degrees in Parish Music 

from Concordia Nebraska and Concordia Wisconsin, 

respectively, he recently earned a Ph.D. in Liturgical Studies 

from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, 

Illinois with an emphasis in liturgical inculturation.  He is a 

frequent composer and performer, with recent hymn festivals 

including churches in Missouri, Alabama, Illinois and Texas. 

Jim and his wife Kristi, have been married for fourteen years 

and are blessed with two children, Joel and Kirstin. 

Please see his picture on the poster on the bulletin board at 

the back of Church. 

Mercy Hospice 

 

Mercy Hospice is currently seeking volunteers to offer 

support and comfort to patients and families in our 

community.  Volunteers are matched with opportunities to 

serve according to their schedules, skills, comfort levels and 

geographic areas.  Volunteer opportunities include:  caregiver 

relief, emotional support, life review videos, bereavement 

support, Mercy Companions, administrative assistance, 

sewing, and many other great opportunities.  The next free 

training at the Washington office will be Tuesday, September 



  

 

 

26, October 3, 10 and 17 from 1:00 – 5:00.  For more 

information, please contact Stephanie Marquart, Volunteer 

Coordinator at 636-239-8862 or 

stephanie.marquart@mercy.net.  

Are you looking for an opportunity to help others? 

 

Imagine using your talents and skills to make a difference in 

someone else’s life. 

Imagine joining another person on a journey during a special 

and unique time in their life, and comforting them when they 

most need physical, emotional and spiritual support. 

Imagine meeting and sharing experiences with other caring 

people like you – people who recognize the dignity of each 

life and the reasons for celebrating each one. 

Imagine lending your presence and prayers as a way to bring 

peace to another’s mind, body and spirit. 

Imagine participating in community activities that contribute 

resources to patients and families in need, who might 

otherwise not experience compassionate end-of-life care. 

Imagine yourself as a Mercy Hospice volunteer. 

 

Hilbert Happenings 

Botswana Lutheran Bible Translators 

 

“Last November we moved from Kang in the Kalahari 

District to Maum in the Ngamiland District.  The two regions 

are similar in some ways, but life has significantly changed 

for us.  We would like to take some time to update our 

partners a little bit on how life has changed for our family.” 

Please see their Newsletter in the back of the church and 

take it along to read. 
 

mailto:stephanie.marquart@mercy.net
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September 2017 
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
Worship with Holy 

Communion 5:00 

PM 

3 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00 with 

Holy Communion 

(Sunday School 

Children advance 

to new grades) 

4 

 
Labor Day 

5 
Elders 7:00 PM 

6 
Confirmation 6:30 

PM 

7 
Bible Study 10:00 

AM “The Bible in 

Worship” 

8 
Ladies Aid 

Luncheon 11:30 at 

Ponderosa, 

Washington 

Thrivent Fish Fry 5:00 

PM at Bethlehem 

9 
Worship 5:00 PM 

10 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00 

 

Sunday School Rally 

Day Pot Luck Dinner 

11 12 13 
Confirmation 6:30 

PM 

14 
Pastor to St. Louis for 

the day 

15 16 
Cub Scouts 

 

Worship with Holy 

Communion 5:00 

PM 

17 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00 with 

Holy Communion 

Cookie Sale  

Circuit Forum at 

Ebenezer 2:00 PM 

 

 

18 19 
Education 

Committee and 

Sunday School 

Teachers Mtg. 7:00 

PM 

20 
Confirmation 6:30 

PM 

Choir Picnic and 

practice 5:30 PM 

21 
Bible Study 10:00 

AM “A Man Called 

Martin, Part 3” 

22 23 
Worship 5:00 PM 

24 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00 

 

25 26 27 
Chapel at 

Immanuel, Wash.  

 

Confirmation 6:30 

PM 

 

28 
Bible Study 10:00 

AM “A Man Called 

Martin, Part 3” 

29 30 
Worship 5:00 PM 

with Holy 

Communion 

 

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/labor-day.php

