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Sermon for the 8th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

 

It Is Not our Doing But God’s 
 

I remember a religious scholar making the assertion that 
there are only two religions in the world.  When I first read 
that, I thought this guy was nuts.  There is Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Shintoism, and on and on and 
on.  How could a theologian state that there are two and only 
two religions in the entire world? 

 

Since the reading was required for class, I kept on going.  
Dr. Pieper went on to clarify his statement.  He made the 
case that if you boil all the religions of the world down to the 
basics, you will find one of two teachings.  One group of 
teachings requires us to work our way up to God.  The other 
group depends on God coming to our rescue.  He then went 
on to state that Christianity was the only religion in the 

Text: Matthew 13:44-46 
 
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which a 
man found and covered up. Then 
in his joy he goes and sells all that 
he has and buys that field. 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven 
is like a merchant in search of fine 

pearls, 46 who, on finding one 

pearl of great value, went and sold 
all that he had and bought it. 
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second group.  Every other religion requires us to do 
something. 

 

Now I don't claim to know the teachings of every religion on 
the planet, but Dr. Pieper's statement was absolutely correct 
with regard to the religious teachings that I did know.  Islam 
has the five pillars.  Buddhism has the eight fold path.  There 
is always some meditation or activity or quest or work that 
we must do in order to achieve enlightenment or to be right 
with God or to fulfill our Karma or whatever.  I could not think 
of a single religion other than Christianity that did not 
prescribe some sort of activity so that its followers could 
improve themselves. 

 

On the other hand, Christianity makes it very clear that when 
it comes to our salvation, God does all the work.  Any effort 
that we contribute toward our salvation only makes our 
situation worse. 

 

Today's Gospel contains a parable that speaks of a treasure 
in a field and a second parable that speaks of a pearl of 
great value.  In each of these parables the main character 
sells all that he has in order to obtain the item of value. 

 

Just as there are two basic religions in this world, there are 
also two basic ways to interpret each of these parables.  
One way assumes that we can contribute something tour 
own salvation.  The other way assumes that God is the one 
who rescues us. 

 

In the first case, we identify the treasure in the field and the 
valuable pearl as Christ Himself or God's grace in Christ or 
even God's Word.  We are the man who discovered the 
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treasure or the merchant who found the pearl of great value.  
These two parables teach us to sacrifice all that we have in 
order to have the things of God. 

 

Now while this is a noble sentiment, is it even realistic?  Let's 
look at the encounter that Jesus had with the rich young 
man.  Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell 
what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."  In essence, 
Jesus asked this rich young man to do exactly what the 
parable calls for - sell everything in order to obtain treasure 
in heaven. 

 

Did the rich man pass the test?  The account from Matthew 
tells us: When the young man heard this he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.  The young man 
failed.  He loved his possessions more than he loved God.  
He was guilty of idolatry. 

 

What about us?  Are we ready to get rid of everything that 
we have in order to obtain God's gifts?  Be honest now?  
The honest person must admit that his stuff is more 
important to him than God's stuff.  All of us are guilty of 
idolatry.  When it comes to this particular interpretation of 
these parables, we all fail. 

 

Fortunately for us, when Jesus gives us a teaching that is 
impossible to keep, He keeps it for us.  There is a sentence 
in today's Old Testament reading that gives us a key to 
understanding the true meaning of this parable.  The Holy 
Spirit inspired Moses to give this message to God's people: 
The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his 
treasured possession.  These words teach us that we are 
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the treasure.  We are the valuable pearl.  God in Jesus 
Christ is the one who sells all that He has to purchase us. 

 

Jesus loves us even though we are sinners.  In order to 
ransom us, Jesus surrendered His throne in heaven.  He 
took human nature into Himself.  He lived in poverty under 
severe oppression.  When Jesus described His earthly 
wealth, He said, [Matthew 8:20] "Foxes have holes, and 
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere 
to lay his head."  Ultimately, what little He had was taken 
from Him, for, when He went to the cross, the soldiers 
stripped Him naked in order to add more shame to the 
torture He had already endured.  Then He surrendered even 
His life as He hung from that cross.  The Holy Spirit inspired 
the Apostle Paul to describe how valuable we are to God 
when He wrote: [Romans 5:8] God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Like the 
man who paid all he had in order to buy the field, Jesus paid 
all that He had, even His own life, to ransom the world from 
sin. 

 

God spared nothing, not even His only Son to redeem us 
from sin, death, and the power of the devil.  He even 
removed the sense of His presence away from His Son in a 
way that we cannot understand.  For Jesus cried out from 
the cross, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" 
God did all this to ransom us and make us His own.  He has 
surrendered all so that He could take us worthless sinners 
and transform us into His valuable treasure - His precious 
pearl. 

 

The Bible tells us that we are sinful creatures.  The psalmist 
says, [Psalm 51:5] "Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
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and in sin did my mother conceive me."  From this we learn 
that we are sinners the instant we come into existence at 
conception.  The prophet Isaiah says, [Isaiah 64:6] "We have 
all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a polluted garment."  From this verse we learn 
that nothing we do in our lives can change our sinful status.  
The Apostle Paul tells us: [Romans 3:23] "All have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God."  From this we learn that no 
one can escape from this sinful condition. 

 

From today's parables we learn that God still considers us 
precious in spite of our sinful condition.  We learn that God 
will spare nothing to ransom us from this sinful condition.  
Instead, He will liquidate all of His holdings in order to 
purchase and redeem us from sin, death, and the power of 
the devil.  The Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle Peter to write, 
[1 Peter 1:18-19] "You were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
like that of a lamb without blemish or spot."  From this we 
learn that the holdings Christ liquidated were paid in the 
currency of His holy innocent blood - a shedding of blood 
into death. 

 

We know that Christ's payment was sufficient.  He did not 
remain in the grave, but rose on the third day.  His 
resurrection assures us who believe that we are indeed 
God's treasure - His precious pearl.  His resurrection 
assures us that we will also rise from the dead.  It assures us 
that we as God's precious people will enjoy God's presence 
forever. 


