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AS WE GATHER: With the whole creation we groan 

together in birthing pains, waiting for the redemption of all 

things. Things are not how they were intended to be. We are 

not home yet. This sad state of affairs is the result of people 

who are not God playing God. The devil is in on this, sowing 

weeds throughout the field of this world. But there is no God 

besides God the Holy Trinity, not in heaven above nor on 

earth below—not you, not me, not anyone. The real God has 

appointed that we and all humanity are saved in hope through 

the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our true home is the 

kingdom of God introduced by Jesus. Along our journey 

home, even when we do not know what to pray, our hope is 

sustained by the intercessions of God the Holy Spirit, whose 

groanings on our behalf are deeper than words can tell. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O God, besides whom 

there is no other God, in this world Your people suffer great 

affliction, having no enduring place in which to dwell. Grant 

that we who are not home yet with You in Your kingdom 

may endure with patience our groanings with all creation, 

being sustained by Your Word and Your gracious Spirit, who 

intercedes for us with far deeper groanings; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns in 

communion and love with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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OPENING HYMN “In You is Gladness” LW 142 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Based on Isaiah 44:6–8; Psalm 119:64a 

 

Pastor: Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his 

Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “Who is like 

Me?” 

People: You are the first and You are the last; 

besides You there is no God. 

 

Pastor: Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from 

of old and declared it? 

People: Behold, we are Your witnesses! 

 

Pastor: Is there a God besides Me?  

People: O Lord, we know no Rock besides You, and 

the earth is full of Your steadfast love. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Only God most high, 

People: the earth is full of Your steadfast love, but 

we have turned away to the many passing 

loves that arrest our attention. Forgetting 

there is no god besides You, we often think 

we know what is best for ourselves and for 

others. But we don’t. And so we groan in 
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pain with the consequences of our sins. Hear 

our cry for Jesus’ sake and have mercy on 

us. 

 

Pastor: Beloved in Christ, God—the only God—hears 

your cry for mercy, blotting out your 

transgressions for His own sake and 

remembering your sins no more. Therefore, as a 

called and ordained servant of Jesus and by His 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 86:11–15; antiphon: Psalm 86:6 (read in unison 

from bulletin insert) 

 

KYRIE Based on Isaiah 44:8; Romans 8:21; Matthew 13:30 

 

Pastor: Lord, who is God alone and besides whom there 

is no other God, 

People: have mercy on us. 

 

Pastor: Christ Jesus, who has set us free from our 

bondage to decay that we may obtain the 

freedom of the glory of the children of God, 

People: have mercy on us. 

 

Pastor: Lord, who owns the field of the world and 

preserves the weeds for the sake of Your wheat, 

People: have mercy on us, and grant us Your peace. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Rejoice, O pilgrim throng!” LW 455 

Rejoice, O pilgrim throng! 
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Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 

Your festal banner wave on high, 

The cross of Christ your king. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

With voice as full and strong 

As ocean’s surging praise, 

Send forth the sturdy hymns of old, 

The psalms of ancient days. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

With all the angel choirs, 

With all the saints on earth 

Pour out the strains of joy and bliss, 

True rapture, noblest mirth. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

Yet on and onward still, 

With hymn and chant and song, 

Through gate and porch and columned aisle 

The hallowed pathways throng. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

Still lift your standard high, 

Still march in firm array, 

As pilgrims through the darkness wend 

Till dawns the golden day. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

At last the march shall end; 

The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 

Jerusalem the blest. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 
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Praise him who reigns on high, 

The Lord whom we adore: 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

One God forevermore. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds 

by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your 

final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness 

of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy 

hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 44:6–8 (“Is there a 

God besides Me?”) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GRADUAL Romans 11:33, 36 

 

Pastor: Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 

knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 

judgments and how inscrutable His ways! 
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People: For from Him and through Him and to Him 

are all things. To Him be glory forever. 

Amen. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 8:18–27 (The Spirit helps our 

weakness as we wait in hope with all creation.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

VERSE Matthew 13:35b 

 

All: Alleluia. I will open My mouth in parables; I 

will utter what has been hidden since the 

foundation of the world. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 (The parable 

of the weeds of the field) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

thirteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

THE APOSTLES' CREED 

  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
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buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose 

again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life + everlasting.  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “I’m But a Stranger Here” LW 515 

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (Public 

Domain) 

   

1.  We give Thee but Thine own, 

         Whate'er the gift may be; 

         All that we have is Thine alone, 

         A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2.  May we Thy bounties thus 

         As stewards true receive 

         And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 

         To Thee our first-fruits give! 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in 

Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 

 

O God, You are merciful and gracious. The 

world and all it contains belongs to You, yet the 
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sufferings of this present time remind Your 

people that we are not yet home. Help us to 

trust in Your mercy as we wait for You to fulfill 

all things. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: O God, You are merciful and gracious. You set 

up and depose rulers according to Your will. 

Grant us wise and just men and women in all 

positions of public trust in this and every land. 

Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: O God, You are merciful and gracious. 

Together with Your whole creation people 

everywhere cry out in pain of body, mind, and 

spirit. Today we especially hold before You 

[names] along with all we name in our hearts. 

Sustain these and all who suffer afflictions, 

bringing them healing and wholeness in Your 

good time and ways. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: O God, You are merciful and gracious. As one 

Body, we come at Your invitation to the 

Lamb’s high feast spread here before us. Help 

us always to return to Your love, trusting in 

Your mercy given to us in this blessed 

Sacrament of Jesus’ body and blood. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: O God, You are merciful and gracious. Each 

day we are reminded that we are not home yet. 

But according to Your promise, we are waiting 

for the new heavens and the new earth, in which 
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righteousness dwells. Until that day, Lord, keep 

us from all evil, and keep our going out and our 

coming in from this time forth and forevermore. 

For all of these things and whatever else You 

know that we need, we ask through Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns in 

communion and love with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

HYMN “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” LW 368 

 

PRAYER: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy 

Scripture to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digest them, that by the 

patience and comfort of Your holy Word we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 

hope of everlasting life which You have given 

us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 
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The Lord look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace.     Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 3. Copyright © 

2017 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with 

us today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love 

during our worship service on this Seventh Sunday after 

Pentecost.  Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  

Please sign the guest register near the front entrance with 

your name, address and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

In our Prayers: We remember in our prayers Wilma Helling 

who was placed on hospice care after many years of treatment 

for cancer. We pray also for her daughters, Roxanne, Sandy 

and Sharon and all the dear family. 

 

We express our Christian Sympathy to the family of Leon 

Gardner who died on July 15. May God give comfort to all 

and especially to Leon’s children, Kevin Gardner and 

Karen Gardner from our congregation and their family. 

 

We give thanks to our gracious Lord for good News for Joyce 

Svencara who after tests came back negative for new cancer 

growth. 

 

Luther Quotes:  SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST - Matt. 13:24–30, 36–43 (July 23) 
“There is the moral morning which is the beginning of faith, 

giving rise to whatever good idea there is in the soul. And this 

cuts off and kills all evil motions, vices, suggestions, and 
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thoughts from the heart and conscience. For when the soul 

sleeps, the enemy quickly sows tares (Matt. 13:25). Therefore 

one must always watch, always be in the act of rising, always 

have the morning, always renew one’s plan. Hence the church 

and the soul are praised as being the ‘dawn rising’ (Song of 

Songs 6:10).” LW 11:293 

 

New Address: Lydia Groce is now residing at Richmond 

Terrace in St. Louis. Apartment #406. This is part of the 

Lutheran Senior Services. Lydia’s Address is: 

 

Lydia Groce 

Apartment 406 

1633 Laclede Station Rd 

St. Louis, MO 63117 

 

Please consider staying after Church today for the potluck 

lunch and then help with setting up for Vacation Bible 

School.  We’d certainly appreciate your help with this 

project! 

 

Vacation Bible School Information – VBS will start 

tomorrow, July 24
th

 and be held thru Friday, July 28
th

 from 

9:00 AM to 11:30 AM.  VBS is for children ages 3 through 

Grade 8.  The theme for this year is “Mighty Fortress – In 

Jesus the Victory is Won!” 

Our mission projects for this year are Grace’s Place in 

Washington, Otis Woodard’s Lutheran Outreach of St. Louis 

and backpacks loaded with school supplies for area public 

schools.  If anyone would like to donate toward the mission 

projects this week, we are accepting nonperishable food, 

hygiene supplies and new school supplies:  Pencil sharpeners, 

#2 Pencils (Pack of 12) – Dixon or Ticonderoga Brand, Pens 

– Black or Blue ink Pentel RSVP or Papermate Brand, 

Tissues – Rectangular box, 
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 Dry Erase Markers – Expo Brand, Small pencil case or 

pouch, Back Pack – Elementary School Size, Crayola Brand 

Crayons – 24 count box, Wet Wipes, Crayola Brand Wide 

Tip Markers Packs of 8, Crayola Brand Fine Tip Markers 

Packs of 10, Wooden Rulers, Spiral Notebooks – Wide lined, 

Child Scissors, Beveled erasers, Glue Sticks – Elmers or 

Scotch Brand. 

 

In order to remember our 2017 VBS, the children will be 

designing a T-shirt.  Each child should bring a prewashed T-

shirt (without fabric softener) on Monday (tomorrow). 

The closing VBS Program will be Friday, July 28
th

 at 7:00 

PM. 

 

The Quarterly Voters’ Meeting was held this past 

Monday evening.  Many important items were discussed.  It 

was decided to have some needed work done here at Church 

by Hubenthal Painting.   

 

Church Roof: - Pressure wash, apply sealant to metal roof 

where needed, Apply a rust inhibitive primer, top coat with 

semi-gloss, Acrylic metal roof paint $3400.00     

Church steeple louvers: pressure wash, prime and apply a 

semi-gloss acrylic paint $1100.00                                 

Basement windows: Pressure wash, prime and paint 

Frames $375.00 

Metal doors: Prime and paint 7 exterior And jambs $ 350.00 

Sunday School Building Facia boards: Pressure wash, 

prime and paint Church and $925.00 

Front and Side Red Doors: Prime and paint and 

Jambs $250.00 

 

Powerwash Stain Deck at Parsonage: $700.00 

Total……………………………………………   $7100.00 
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Please consider these capital expenses (improvements) in 

your offerings. 

 

Stewardship Thoughts: July 23 – Romans 8:18 “For I 

consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” It is 

very easy to get caught up in the present and lose track of our 

ultimate destiny in the Kingdom of God. St. Paul encourages 

us to keep eternity in mind. This certainly has an application 

to our support for the Gospel – if we keep our focus on “the 

glory to be revealed” we will see our tithes and offerings in a 

new light. 

 

Just a reminder – Please check the shelves in the kitchen to 

see if any of the pans or dishes belong to you. 

 

Invitation by Camp Trinity: You are invited to participate 

in a 3-Day “Seminar on the Bible, the Eclipse, and Creation” 

at Camp Trinity, in New Haven, Missouri beginning Saturday 

August 19 through Monday August 21. Stay the entire 

weekend, a day or just one of the lectures. Youth and adults 

are encouraged to attend. The entire Seminar, which includes 

room and board, is only $100.00. If you can’t attend the entire 

event, come to one session for $20.00 with any additional 

session for $110.00. Meals are included. Solar Eclipse 

Sunglasses for all paid registrants. Total Eclipse begins 

August 21
st
 at 1:14 PM. Call Camp Trintity 573-237-2072 

to register or register online at 222.camptrinity.org under 

the EVENTS tab. 
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Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday             Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday             Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday    Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday  Marvin Kassebaum 

Alter Guild    Judy Hubenthal 

     Wanda Gilbert 

Acolytes                      Confirmation Class 

Bell Ringer                     Trent Huellinghoff 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

July 15 & 16, 2017 

 

Weekly Contributions                $1,110.00 

Plate                                                    59.10 

Sunday School                                   23.25 

                                                      $1,192.35 

 

Attendance:                   Saturday Worship   28 

                                        Sunday Worship      71 

 

Sunday School Attendance:     Children    7 

                                                     Adults      20 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Monday thru Friday -   Vacation Bible School 

                                         9:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

Friday -                           VBS Closing Program 

                                          7:00 PM 

Saturday -                        Worship  5:00 PM 

 


