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Sermon for the 3rd Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

 

Are You Joking Jeremiah? 
 

Jeremiah was a very lonely and bitter prophet.  He had the 
thankless job of speaking God's Word to a people who did 
not want to hear.  He warned the people of Jerusalem of 
God's punishment coming soon upon them because of their 
idolatry and hypocrisy.  But the people would not listen.  
Always, Jeremiah's purpose was to lead them to repentance, 
and to turn away God's wrath.  Why would they not listen, 
since it was for their benefit that they repent and be saved?  
But instead, they mistreated and abused Jeremiah, 
imprisoned him, and mocked him.  Even the priest who was 
the chief Temple official under the High Priest, came to 
Jeremiah and struck him and put him in stocks. 

 

Text: Jeremiah 20:11 
 

But the Lord is with me like a 
mighty warrior; 
    so my persecutors will 
stumble and not prevail. 
They will fail and be 
thoroughly disgraced; 
    their dishonor will never be 
forgotten. 



 2 

Jeremiah, the Prophet of God; Jeremiah, who spoke the very 
Word of God, was treated this way. 

 

Things do not change much.  People do not want to listen to 
God.  Few people care.  Many people easily find offense in 
the Word of God. 

 

The cause of this offense is first of all satan, who has always 
fought to keep people far from God's Word.  Secondly, the 
cause is human nature, which is so full of sin that it wants 
nothing from God and His Word.  The human race is stuck 
between a rock and a hard place: with both satan and your 
sinful nature fighting against God's Word, it is a wonder 
anyone is saved at all. 

 

Thus, God's Word is pitted in battle against sin and satan.  
Against these enemies, God's Word first unleashes the 
perfect Law, with all its statutes and ordinances.  This is not 
human law, which would be flawed by human weaknesses.  
This is Law coming from the holy and flawless Lawmaker 
and Judge.  His Law is wonderful and pure, telling you 
precisely how you ought to live in harmony with God. 

 

Yet your sinful human nature wants no master to tell it what 
to do.  All mankind contains a rebellious spirit that objects to 
God's perfect Law.  This rebellious spirit finds many ways to 
rationalize its disobedience, or to deafen your ears to God's 
voice.  Sometimes, like the people of Jerusalem, you may be 
tempted to say, "Why should we listen to you?  Are you any 
better than us, to tell us what to do?" But behind that kind of 
voice, it is truly the ancient serpent, hissing and whispering 
in your ear, "Did God really say that?  Is it really the Word of 
God?" 
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When God unleashes His Gospel, you would expect people 
to gladly accept His message of love and grace in Jesus 
Christ.  But the Gospel is even more offensive to people than 
the Law.  It is foolishness.  It is enmity against their nature.  
The bloody sacrifice of the Cross, which is the sweetest 
treasure to those who believe, is instead foolish and 
disgusting to those who lack faith.  It is merely a spectacle of 
violence and death. 

 

To make matters worse, there is an exclusiveness about the 
Gospel that is also offensive.  Jesus Christ has won for you 
forgiveness and atonement and justification in His suffering 
and death.  But there is no other name by which you must be 
saved.  In Christ and Christ alone.  This is offensive to all 
who wish that there were many ways and paths and roads 
leading to God.  But there is only one Way: Jesus Christ. 

 

Furthermore, there is offense in the way that God delivers to 
you the benefits of the work Christ did; namely, in the Means 
of Grace, in Word and Sacrament, in the spoken Absolution, 
the Preaching of the Gospel, Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 

 

Those Means of Grace are also exclusive.  They are not 
optional.  They are vital to salvation because God deals with 
you through these ways and tools that He instituted for your 
benefit, and in no other way.  Apart from them, you can 
expect no forgiveness.  Furthermore, the Word and 
Sacraments are to be distributed according to Christ's 
command and direction; no substitutions or subtractions 
allowed. 

 

This aspect of the Gospel is offensive, not only to 
unbelievers who reject grace, but also to many who bear the 
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name Christian, yet reject the Means of Grace.  They want 
God to come to them directly, or to pour down the Spirit 
because of their worthiness.  As Jeremiah discovered, even 
the people of God still contain that sinful human nature that 
despises God's Word. 

 

So Jeremiah, like every Christian, found himself in the 
unenviable position of being rejected by virtually everyone.  
He was a lonely, bitter man, as you can see in his words in 
the Old Testament Reading.  Even a few verses after our 
Reading, he says, "Cursed be the day in which I was born . . 
. Let the man be cursed who brought news to my father, 
saying, 'A male child has been born to you.' . . . Why did I 
come forth from the womb to see labor and sorrow, that my 
days should be consumed with shame?" Labor, sorrow, and 
shame: That is what happens to anyone who is chosen by 
God to be a messenger.  But that is precisely what you are!  
All of you!  You all have been chosen to speak God's Word 
to the people of the world. 

 

When faced with the daunting task of speaking the Gospel 
and the awful prospect of a life of rejection, most people do 
what Jeremiah tried to do: Say nothing.  Don't mention God 
to others.  Steer the conversation away from religion 
whenever possible.  Or, better yet, adopt evangelism 
programs so that you can try to lure people into the Church 
with every tool you can think of except the Gospel, because 
that would mean actually talking to people about Jesus. 

 

Every Christian has done this sort of thing some time in their 
life.  Everyone, including you, has performed the shameful 
act of hiding God's light from others.  His Word is the single 
greatest treasure you could ever possess, because through 
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it you have received Christ and His Cross and His Blood and 
the fullness of His grace and eternal life in heaven.  But you 
have been ashamed of this treasure of the Gospel! 

 

You are still, by nature, sinful and rebellious against God and 
His Word.  That is why you must continuously return to 
God's grace and forgiveness that He gives you in worship, 
so that His Word covers your sins with Christ's Blood, and 
replaces your unrighteousness with Christ's holiness. 

 

Although you have no right to be in this House of God, yet 
the Lord does not cast you out.  He does not spit you out 
from His mouth, lukewarm though you be.  Instead, He 
speaks His sure, prophetic Word.  He tell you now through 
me His servant, "Behold, I am like a mighty warrior to you.  I 
am your defense and your shield.  I have conquered your 
enemies: Death and hell, satan and the kingdom of 
darkness, and yes, even your own sinful flesh.  I have done 
battle upon the Hill of Calvary, where I lured all those 
enemies out to attack Me.  I let them strike me, but in their 
striking, they were conquered, not Me.  I triumphed over the 
grave.  I preached victory to the gates of hell.  The devil's 
head I crushed.  Your sinful flesh I have nailed to the Cross, 
where it hangs dying and cursed, unable to hurt you.  For I 
have drowned your Old Adam in My waters of Baptism, just 
as I destroyed the army of Pharaoh in the Red Sea.  I have 
raised up a New Adam within you, for I have made my home 
there.  You are My possession, for I have won you upon the 
field of battle against ferocious enemies.  You are mine, and 
no one can take you away, for no one is my equal in battle." 

 

This is the sure and certain Word of God to you.  Upon this 
Word, you can depend.  Who can separate you from the love 
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of God in Christ Jesus?  No one at all.  The devil was not 
strong enough.  Death tried and failed.  So you can depend 
on the Word of God, the same God who conquered your sins 
in His flesh. 

 

Just as no one could overcome Christ, so also no one else 
could save you besides this mighty warrior, Jesus Christ.  
Did Mohammed enter the grave to save you?  Did Buddha 
hang upon the Cross for your sins?  Was Joseph Smith true 
God from eternity, who shed His Blood for you?  No, no, and 
no.  Therefore, God's "Yes" to you in Jesus Christ is also His 
"No" to every other false religion that would dare replace 
Christ with anything else.  Yet many are offended by that, 
and they will continue to be offended even to the very end of 
the world.  Many want Christ Jesus to be merely one way 
among many.  Because He is the One and Only Way to the 
Father, you must expect people to be offended. 

 

Next Sunday, this same Lord Jesus will serve His Holy Meal 
at this Altar.  May no one be offended that this Church 
respects the Institution of Christ and distributes the 
Sacrament in the way our Lord did: Not openly to whatever 
multitudes may be found, but only to those disciples who 
have been instructed and made public confession of the one 
true faith.  Yet even though we follow the institution of Christ, 
nevertheless, as surely as some have been offended in the 
past, they will also be offended in the future, for where is 
there more offense than at the Altar where His Blood is 
drunk and His Body is eaten?  Where else than at the Altar 
where the exclusiveness of God's Means of Grace meets the 
offensiveness of the bloody death of the Son of Man on the 
Tree?  You must expect people to be offended. 
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And so on.  I could speak of the offense of Baptism, and of 
Absolution, and of the Word that permeates every hymn and 
liturgy of this Church.  People will be offended. 

 

But in spite of that offense, you should not keep silent, but 
speak up to others.  The Word is a burning fire in your heart 
and in your bones, that demands to be spoken to the world.  
It is not that you witness out of the burning love and joy of 
your heart.  You may or may not be loving and joyful when 
you do it.  It is not you, but the Word, that burns like fire.  
You by yourself do not cleanse the lost from their impurity, 
just as you do not cleanse yourself.  You do not save others 
with your blazing heart.  It is the Word that saves them, 
burning away their sins with the holy flame of the Spirit. 

 

Yet as you witness, you will be rejected sometimes.  And 
what a great privilege that is! - although it does not seem so 
at the time.  The very great privilege is that your lives are 
hidden in Christ, not only united with Him in His death and 
resurrection, but also in His life, which was full of rejection 
and sorrow.  If the One and Only Son of the Father was 
rejected, then shall you not also be rejected?  If He was 
mocked for the Word of truth on His lips, then you also shall 
be mocked, for you have the same Word.  But instead of 
hanging your heads in bitterness, raise them up with pride.  
You are sharing in the work of Christ, chosen by Him to carry 
His Gospel.  You are vessels for pouring out grace to a 
grace-thirsty humanity.  No greater honor exists. 

 

And when you are weary and downhearted from the lonely 
life of a Christian, then lean upon the strength of the Mighty, 
Awesome Lord, Yahweh who is with you.  He who has 
rescued your life from the hands of the wicked, He shall not 
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abandon you.  He tests you in persecution and rejection so 
that you will look to His strength, not your own.  And that 
strength is found here, in His house.  Here He speaks to 
you.  Here He feeds you.  Here He washes you clean. 

 

May you be satisfied with His grace and His Word and His 
salvation given freely to you, and never be offended.  In the 
One and Only Name which is a stumbling block to many, yet 
is the Name above all names, Jesus Christ your Lord. 


