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From the Pastor’s Desk:  

  

Ebenezer – A Solid Rock Foundation   

“The Lord Has Helped Me Hither To” 

 

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts 

them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on 

the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 

winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 

because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who 

hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice 

is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain 

came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 

against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” Matthew 

7:24-27 

 

She wanted craftsman architectural style. He had to have 

contemporary. The realtor…just wanted a commission. It’s 

amazing how many couples go hunting for houses and have 

such a conflicting list of ‘must haves’. Watching this kind of 

reality TV from the comfort of our couches, this conflict can 

be entertaining and even amusing because it’s not our 

problem. 

 

But in Matthew chapter 7, Jesus speaks of a different kind of 

housing problem. He says that there are some who hear his 

words and do not live them. They may think of themselves as 

Christians but they do not live like it. 

 

How about us? God gives clear directions for our 

relationships. Do we listen? Not always. We harbor grudges. 

We fight for respect. We bicker and find faults in others. We 

judge quickly. We complain frequently. 

 



 

 

God gives us guidance for our tongues too. Do we follow his 

will? All too often we tell white lies and off-color jokes. We 

gossip impulsively about those we know and those we barely 

know of. Our foolish words slander and defame. Yet we still 

get angry when others disparage us. 

 

Just like that couple looking for the perfect place, there’s 

strife within our hearts and lives. What’s easy to see on TV is 

hard to admit in the mirror. This time it is our problem. This 

time it’s destructive, not amusing. Our attitudes and actions 

have hurt us and others. Our foolish words have destroyed 

important relationships. Our anger has hurt our reputation. 

Our impatience has ruined what could have been a joyful 

moment. 

 

We have not followed God’s words, so God sent his Word 

into this world as flesh and blood. God knew that even when 

we hear, we do not do as he demands. Jesus came to put his 

words into practice. This is how much God loves us. 

 

Jesus is the wise man, the expert craftsman, who lived the life 

God commands. He was faultless in every thought, flawless 

in every word, and faithful in every deed. Even during tough 

times—when the winds howled and the streams rose—he was 

perfect. When he faced temptation, he never gave in. When 

he was persecuted, he never backed down. When everything 

around him was falling apart, he stood firm. When you 

needed him most, he willingly died for your sins. 

 

Because Jesus stood firm in your place, you don’t have to 

worry when the calamities of life strike. Did you notice in 

Jesus’ parable that the weather conditions are the same for 

both the wise person and the foolish one? What is different is 

the result. When the rains pummel, the streams rise, and the 

winds howl, the house of the faithful believer stands firm. 

 



  

 

 

So it is for us. The world may throw a lot our way, but we rest 

secure because our foundation is Christ’s righteousness. 

Other homes may have better views, but we have a rock-solid 

foundation. 

 

Prayer: God, grant me gratitude and joy as I hear your 

Word. Help me to treasure Christ Jesus as the solid 

foundation of my faith. Give me the strength, the 

perseverance, and the patience to put your words into 

practice. Amen. 
 

Vacation Bible School 2017 

 

It is almost Vacation Bible School time! Our theme for VBS 

this year is “Mighty Fortress – In Jesus the Victory Is 

Won!” Kids confidently celebrate that Jesus, their champion, 

has won the victory over sin, death, and Satan; that He acts 

through His Word and keeps His promises. God’s victory is 

shown in the Bible accounts of the fall of Jericho, God’s 

rescue of King Hezekiah’s kingdom, King Josiah’s reading of 

God’s Word, the Savior King’s triumphal entry, and Jesus’ 

victory through His death and resurrection. 

Our mission projects for this year are Grace’s Place in 

Washington, MO, Otis Woodard’s Lutheran Outreach of St. 

Louis, and backpacks loaded with school supplies for area 

public schools. If anyone would like to donate toward the 

mission projects, we are accepting nonperishable food, 

hygiene supplies, and new school supplies (see the supply list 

in the newsletter). 

 

We welcome again Otis, the son of the late Otis Woodard to 

lead our music program during the week. 

 



 

 

In order to remember our 2017 VBS the children will be 

designing a T-shirt. Each child should bring a prewashed t-

shirt (without fabric softener) on Monday, July 24, 2017. 

Registration can be done online at:  
http://vbsmate.com/EbenezerLutheranPortHudsonMissouri 

Closing program will be Friday, July 28, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

New School Supply Collection List 

VBS 2017 

The following is a list of items that we are collecting for 

distribution to the local public schools in our area. 

 

Pencil Sharpeners 

#2 Pencils (Pack of 12) Dixon or Ticonderoga Brand 

Pens – Black or Blue ink Pentel RSVP or Papermate Brand 

Tissues – Rectangular box 

Dry Erase Markers – Expo Brand 

Small pencil case or pouch 

Back Pack – Elementary School Size 

Crayola Brand Crayons 24 count box 

Wet Wipes 

Crayola Brand Wide Tip Markers Packs of 8 

Crayola Brand Fine Tip Markers Packs of 10 

Wooden Rulers 

Spiral Notebooks – Wide Lined 

Child Scissors 

Beveled erasers 

Glue Sticks – Elmers or Scotch Brand 

 

Bird Seed Letter to Ebenezer for June 2017 

Robin McCoy serving LCMS in Bangkok, Thailand since 

2005 

 

“My home travels were very quick and busy.  While I was 

home, my sister was I the hospital.  She had a brain tumor 

which was malignant.  I was able to be with her through this 



  

 

 

and also able to spend some time with my nephews too.  I 

was happy to get to have prayer time with them and some 

good talks.  My sister first suffered breast cancer; then a brain 

tumor and they have detected cancer in her bones and a place 

in her lung.  She is in a nursing home for now.  Prayers of 

comfort for her and the family are much appreciated. 

 

Fah Sai is a new student for me.  She came over to me from 

Teacher Ar’s class.  She is taking a conversation class with 

me and with 3 other students.  On one particular evening, the 

others could not come because of work or traffic, so it was 

just her and I.  I love the group classes, but I also get excited 

to think of what the Lord will work into our talks when we 

have one on one.  Fah Sai asked the question about who Jesus 

is and why He is so important to the Christians.  I was able to 

take our special time together and explain the Gospel to her.  

How wonderful to have those moments!! 

 

“Teacher, what do you think of Big Bang?” 

I had three students ask e this question within the past couple 

of weeks.  They must be learning this in their schools at this 

time.  I loved getting to share my opinion about the Big Bang 

Theory.  I was, of course, careful to answer the question…but 

also bold to bring up the reasons why I could not believe in 

the theory.  It was a great talk!  When I had finished with my 

teaching to the contrary of the Big Bang (with the help of the 

Bible), the students agreed that it made more sense for there 

to be a Creator rather than to think that something could go 

bang and everything just happened to be. 

The next question was about evolution.  Once again, I was 

able to share my beliefs along with God’s Word.  What a 

privilege to be able to share God’s Word, to keep them from 

getting blindsided from man’s opinions. 

I think a lot about the time I have been able to teach and share 

with so many students here since 2005.  There is no way that 



 

 

I could ever give the appreciation to all of you that I want to 

give, but please know that my heart overflows with thanks 

and with praise to our Lord for placing you all in my life and 

for giving me such wonderful opportunities to share with all 

of these dear people.  God’s great blessings to each of 

you…always! 

Please continue to pray for these dear souls and for the others 

I teach and come into contact with. 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support, I 

appreciate you all so much!!  God Bless 

                                          Robin (Birdie) McCoy 

 

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church – Missouri 

Synod.  Mark checks “Support of (Robin MCoy).”  Gifts can 

also be given securely online through the LCMS website, on 

my online giving page at lcms.org/McCoy 

 

ALSO…gifts can be given through Mission Central 10718 

Highway E. 16 Mapleton, Iowa 51034 (please write 

“support Robin McCoy” on your check.) 

 

You Don’t Have To Be a Super Hero to Make a Difference 

in the Life of a Child 

 

Who Can Become a Foster Parent? 

 21 Years or Older 

 Marital status may be single, married or divorced 

 Reflect good moral character 

 Verify financial stability 

 Free of child abuse or criminal history 

 Be of good mental and physical health 

 With or without biological children 

 Have a safe house or apartment with adequate space 

and furniture 



  

 

 

 Willing and able to accommodate and care for 

additional children in your home. 

What are the Steps to Becoming a Foster Parent? 

  Preparatory meetings are held to discuss foster care 

 Receive required foster parenting training known as 

STARS 

 A home study is conducted during the training period 

which includes a family and home assessment. 

For more information please contact Emily at 314-808-

3997 or EmilyT@lfcs.org. 

Lutheran Family and Children’s Services 

15 S Oak Street 

Union,  Missouri 63084 
 

Monthly Treasurer’s Summary 

May 2017 
 

Beginning checking balance $33,313.01 

Receipts $8,786.21 

Disbursements $14,696.79 

Ending checking balance $27,402.43 

  

LCEF savings balance $30,488.67 

Thrivent FPDA balance $21,659.53 

  

Pledged to Missouri District for year $4,800.00 

Paid to Missouri District this year-to-date $2,000.00 

  

Year-to-date income less expenses $-5,978.44 

 

July Officers Meeting & Voters Meeting 

 

The July Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be on Monday, July 

17 at 7:30 PM. The Officers’ Meeting to set the agenda for 

the voters’ meeting will be on Thursday, July 13 at 7:00 PM. 

There will be a picnic and silent auction report. All members 

18 and older are eligible to be voters. Please come! 

mailto:EmilyT@lfcs.org


 

 

July Birthdays 

 

Lyndon Kassebaum 7-1 

Phil Pelster   7-1 

Doug Scheer  7-1 

Cierra Donatti  7-3 

Tammie Pohlmann 7-4 

Tyler Gardner  7-8 

Zachary Brunkhorst 7-8 

Faron Kasmann  7-8 

Doug Brune  7-9 

Susan Allmeroth  7-14 

Marvin Pohlmann 7-14 

Lydia Groce  7-17 

Adam Scheer  7-19 

Sarah Summers  7-20 

Bernard Redhage  7-22 

Joyce Mae Hohlt  7-23 

Robert Bunge  7-23 

Becky Inman  7-24 

Brian Kasmann  7-27 

Donna Pohlmann  7-28 

Patty Kellmann  7-29 

Larry Brune  7-29 

 

July Anniversaries 

Mike and Becky Inman 7-10 

Faron and Dana Kasmann 7-17 

Bernard and Janet Redhage 7-25 

Bob and Penny Schreiner 7-28 
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or listed incorrectly, please let Mary know!  Thank you! 

 

Usher Schedule for July                         

1:  Craig Monzyk                                        

2:  Harvey Quinn                                         

3:  Donald Hoemann  

4:  Tyler Gardner                                         

5:  Trent Huellinghoff                                  

Alternate:  Alan 

Hilkerbaumer                    

Head Usher:  Marvin 

Kassebaum                

 

Altar Guild for July                                   

Judy Hubenthal and Wanda 

Gilbert             

                                                                      

 

 

Bell Ringer Schedule 

 

July 2 

Corey Adams 

 

July 9 

Jeff Hohlt 

 

July 16 

Cody Adams 

 

July 23 

Trent Huellinghoff 

 

July 30 

Jeff Hohlt 

 



  

 

 

July Stewardship Article 

by LCMS Stewardship Department 

 

“I will bless you …, so that you will be a blessing” (Gen. 

12:2). The Lord blessed Abraham so that he would be a 

blessing. How did He bless Abraham? He promised that from 

His seed would come the savior of the nations. And Abraham 

believed that promise, trusted that the Lord would provide it 

just as He had promised. Thus, everything Abraham did was 

colored by that promise. He willingly gave of himself and his 

household in service to the Lord in view of that promise. 

 

Our Father in heaven has richly blessed us. Not only has He 

given us everything that we need to support this body and 

life, but He has also provided, that promised seed in His Son, 

our Lord, Jesus Christ. He is the savior of the nations. He is 

the redeemer of the world. He is the one who has conquered 

sin, death, and the power of the devil by His death, 

resurrection, and ascension. 

 

Just as we are richly blessed, we are also thereby freed to be a 

blessing. Since God has endowed us with His gifts, we are set 

to endow others. Thus, we give of the blessings we have 

received so that others may be blessed. We do this in our 

homes, our communities, and our churches. We press the 

blessings God has lavished upon us in service to those around 

us. We use our time, our talents, and our treasures to be a 

blessing even as they have been a blessing to us. 

 

The Lord blesses us. And He enlists us to be a blessing to 

others. So, whenever you put that envelope in the collection 

plate, when you set out to serve at the local food pantry, when 

you sit down to help your kids with homework, think of this: 

The Lord has blessed you, so that you will be a blessing.  

 



 

 

 
 

 



  

 

 

Pastor and Margaret Trip to Germany 

 

From July 1 through July 12 Pastor and Margaret will be in 

Europe celebrating the 500
th

 anniversary of the Reformation. 

Besides Germany Pastor and Margaret will be visiting Austria 

and Italy. Pastor and Margaret will be taking the trip that is 

sponsored by Immanuel Lutheran Church, in Washington. 

Pastor Bangert will be the host of the tour. This trip was made 

possible by the gift that was given to Pastor for his twenty-

fifth anniversary at Ebenezer. Margaret and Pastor would like 

to thank the congregation for this opportunity.  

 

Pastor Walter Otten will be preaching on the Saturdays and 

Sundays that Pastor is gone. Pastor Otten will also be having 

Bible study on Sunday mornings during our regular Sunday 

School time.  

 

For Pastoral assistance or a pastoral emergency please contact 

Rev. Jacob Ehrhard of Trinity Lutheran Church, New Haven. 

You can contact Pastor Ehrhard on his cell phone or at 

church: 

 

Pastor Ehrhard 

Cell Phone: 573-578-6269 

Church 573-237-3026 
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July 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
Worship 5:00 PM 

with Holy 

Communion 

Pastor in Europe 

2 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00 with 

Holy Communion  

Pastor in Europe 

3 

 
Pastor in Europe 

4 
Independence 

Day 

 
Pastor in Europe 

5 
 

Pastor in Europe 

6 

 
Pastor in Europe 

7 
 

Pastor in Europe 

8 
Worship 5:00 PM  

 

Pastor in Europe 

9 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00 

 

Pastor in Europe 

10 

 
Pastor in Europe 

11 

 
Pastor in Europe 

12 
Pastor and 

Margaret return 

from Europe 

13 
 

Officers’ Meeting 

7:00 PM 

14 
Ladies’ Aid 

1:30 PM 

 

15 

Cub Scouts 

Worship 5:00 PM 

with Holy 

Communion 

 
16 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00 with 

Holy Communion  

 
 

17 
Voters’ 

Meeting 7:30 

PM 

18 19 20 
Bible Study 10:00 

AM 

21 22 
Worship 5:00 PM 

23 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00 

Potluck & Set-up for 

VBS after Church 

24 
Vacation Bible 

School 9:00 AM to 

11:30 AM 

25 

Vacation Bible 

School 9:00 AM to 

11:30 AM 

26 

Vacation Bible 

School 9:00 AM to 

11:30 AM 

27 

Vacation Bible 

School 9:00 AM to 

11:30 AM 

28 

Vacation Bible 

School 9:00 AM to 

11:30 AM 

CLOSING 7:00 PM 

 

29 
Worship 5:00 PM 

30 
Sunday School 9:00 

Worship 10:00 

 

31 

 
 

     

 

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/independence-day.php
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