
Funeral Sermon for Donna 
Deppermann 

  

 

Donna a Godly Woman 
 

We are going to miss Donna. It is always hard to lose 
someone we love, especially when that someone is 
someone like Donna. But in the midst of our grief, we can 
remember Donna with joy. And we can have great gratitude 
for her life. 

 

We can thank God for Donna’s devotion to her family. 

When it came to Donna, the very first Scripture I thought 
about was the Godly woman in Proverbs 31. If the Bible was 
illustrated I would put a picture of Donna along side of 
Proverbs 31. 

 

Text: Proverbs 31:30 
 
A woman that fears the Lord, she 
shall be praised. 
 



Donna was the epitome of a Proverbs 31 woman. Listen to 
these verses from that tribute to a good woman. I am sure 
that they describe your mother, grandmother, daughter, 
sister and friend: 

 
10. Who can find a virtuous woman? For her worth is far above rubies. 

11. The heart of her husband safely trusts her; so he will have no lack of 
gain. 

12. She does him good and not evil all the days of her life. 

13. She seeks wool and flax, and willingly works with her hands. 

14. She is like the merchant ships; she brings her food from afar. 

15. She also rises while it is yet night, and provides food for her 
household, and a portion for her maidservants. 

 

Those verses describe Donna to a “T.” 

 

She was the wife who could be safely trusted by her 
husband, Marlin. 

 

She was the mother who did you “good and not evil all the 
days of her life.” 

 

You all could say “She took better care of me than she took 
care of herself.” 

 

That’s the way she was for all of you. Donna was always 
more concerned about her family that she was for herself..” 

Donna was also like the good woman in Proverbs 31:13, 
who “seeks wool and flax, and willingly works with her 
hands.” She was a willing worker outside of the home to 
provide for you all. 

 



And she was the woman in Proverbs 31:15 who “rises while 
it is yet night, and provides food for her household. . .” 

 

She was always deeply devoted to her family.  

 

Donna took care of you all. 

 

She was there for you all. 

 

No wonder we hear an echo of Proverbs 31:28 today: “Her 
children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and 
he praises her.” 

 

Today, we can thank God for Donna’s devotion to her family. 

 

And thank God for her demonstration of her faith. 

 

How did Donna demonstrate her faith? How does any Godly 
woman demonstrate her faith? -- God’s Word shows us 3 
ways in Proverbs 31. 

 

First: she rejoiced in serving. Proverbs 31:20 says, 
“She extends her hand to the poor, yes, she reaches 
out her hands to the needy.” That’s one good way to 
serve. Donna loved to serve the Lord.  

 

 

 

Second: Donna also relied on the Scripture. She sat 
with Marlin and I reading the scriptures and in singing 



hymns. Proverbs 31:26 says this about a Godly mom: 
“She opens her mouth with wisdom, and on her tongue 
is the law of kindness.” 

 

Where did she get her wisdom and kindness? -- It came 
from the Word of God. 

 

Donna did all she could to learn and live by God’s Word. She 
always had a very positive attitude. She never complained 
about anything, even when she was sick. She was content. 
She didn’t need a lot.” 

 

That all is a living example of Hebrews 13:5, which tells us: 
“Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with 
such things as you have. For He Himself has said, ‘I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.’” 

 

In these ways and many more, Donna demonstrated her 
faith by relying on the Scripture. 

 

Third: But she also gave reverence to her Savior. 

 

Proverbs 31:30 says: “Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, 
but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.” 

 

That Godly woman feared the LORD. In other words, she 
gave reverence to the LORD. She knew that the LORD is 
Almighty God. She knew that the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob is God. There is no one above Him. 

 



She gave Him reverence, devotion and obedience. And 
that’s good, because He is worthy of our love and devotion. 

 

Believers in her day were waiting for the Savior to come. 
Believers in our day know that the Savior has already come. 
And His name is Jesus. 

 

He died on the cross for our sins and rose again from the 
dead. And His great love will give us everlasting life. 

 

Donna is with her Savior today, not because she was a good 
woman, even though she was a good woman. Donna was a 
very good woman, but she wasn’t good enough to earn a 
place in Heaven. 

 

a. Nobody is that good. 

b. Nobody has ever lived a perfect life but Jesus Christ. 

 

The Bible tells us that all of us have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God. 

 

But Donna is forgiven. And she is with Jesus now and 
forever and with her beloved Marlin. 

 

She is with Jesus because she trusted in the cross and in 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

But God has a reunion planned for everyone who trusts in 
the cross of Jesus Christ. Through faith in Jesus, we will 
certainly see Donna again, and we will be together forever. 

 



Also remember this: The same God who took Donna to be 
with Himself is here today to help us in our time of sorrow. 

 

We can trust Him with all our hearts. 

 

And give thanks for the way we have been blessed by 
Donna. 


