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AS WE GATHER: Christ is ascended! He is ascended 

indeed! This joyful salutation to celebrate Jesus’ ascension 

may sound strange, but Ascension Day is worth celebrating! 

Every time we say the words of the Apostles’ Creed, we 

confess that Jesus “ascended into heaven.” Do we understand, 

however, the importance of this phrase? Do we appreciate the 

significance of Jesus going up into heaven that Thursday forty 

days after His resurrection? Don’t let Ascension Day be 

merely a forgotten festival. Celebrate your Lord’s ascension! 

Celebrate because at His ascension, Jesus is fulfilling part of 

His work of salvation for you as He goes to prepare a place 

for you! 

 

A Quote From Martin Luther on Ascension Day: “I am 

leaving you the Father’s and My love and friendship. You 

have seen and heard nothing but kind and friendly words and 

works from Me. And these are not Mine; they are the 

Father’s. Thus you possess everything you could desire from 

Me, even though I am leaving you and you see Me no more.” 

LW 24:178 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Almighty God, Lord of 

time and of eternity, as we observe with rejoicing the day on 

which Your Son, Jesus Christ, ascended from earth and was 

received at Your right hand, grant us Your grace that we may 

follow at length where He has gone before us. Through the 

same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
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with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE  DIVINE SERVICE II, page 158  

 

OPENING HYMN “See the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph” 
(sung to HYFRYOL LW 402) 

 

1.  See, the Conqueror mounts in triumph; 

         See the King in royal state, 

         Riding on the clouds, His chariot, 

         To His heavenly palace gate! 

         Hark, the choirs of angel voices 

         Joyful alleluias sing, 

         And the portals high are lifted 

         To receive their heavenly King. 

 

2.  Who is this that comes in glory 

         With the trump of jubilee? 

         Lord of battles, God of armies,-- 

         He hath gained the victory. 

         He who on the cross did suffer, 

         He who from the grave arose, 

         He hath vanquished sin and Satan; 

         He by death hath spoiled His foes. 

 

3.  While He lifts His hands in blessing, 

         He is parted from His friends; 

         While their eager eyes behold Him, 

         He upon the clouds ascends. 

         He who walked with God and pleased Him, 

         Preaching truth and doom to come, 

         He, our Enoch, is translated 

         To His everlasting home. 

 

5.  Thou hast raised our human nature 
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         On the clouds to God's right hand; 

         There we sit in heavenly places, 

         There with Thee in glory stand. 

         Jesus reigns, adored by angels; 

         Man with God is on the throne. 

         Mighty Lord, in Thine ascension 

         We by faith behold our own. 

 

6.  Glory be to God the Father; 

         Glory be to God the Son, 

         Dying, risen, ascending for us, 

         Who the heavenly realm hath won. 

         Glory to the Holy Spirit! 

         To One God in Persons Three 

         Glory both in earth and heaven, 

         Glory, endless glory, be. 

 

SERMON HYMN “Draw Us to You” LW 153 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

 

 “Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels” LW 152 

 “On Christ’s Ascension I now Build” LW 150 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Beautiful Savior” LW 507 
 

INTROIT Psalm 110:1, 4–5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5 
 

Pastor: God has gone up with a shout,  

     the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right 

hand, 

     until I make Your enemies Your footstool.” 

The LORD has sworn and will not change His 

mind, 
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“You are a priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek.” 

The Lord is at Your right hand; 

     He will shatter kings on the day of His wrath. 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

     and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

     is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  God has gone up with a shout,  

     the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so 

may we also ascend in heart and mind and 

continually dwell there with Him, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

FIRST LESSON Acts 1:1–11 (Jesus goes to heaven, and 

He will return as He left.) 

 

PSALM 47 

Pastor: Clap your hands, all you nations; 

shout to God with cries of joy. 

People: For the Lord Most High is awesome, 

the great King over all the earth. 

Pastor: He subdued nations under us, 

peoples under our feet. 

People: He chose our inheritance for us, 

the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 

Pastor: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 
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People: Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises 

to our King, sing praises. 

Pastor: For God is the King of all the earth; 

sing to him a psalm of praise. 

People: God reigns over the nations; 

God is seated on his holy throne. 

Pastor: The nobles of the nations assemble 

as the people of the God of Abraham, for the 

kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly 

exalted. 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is 

now and will be forever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:15–23 (Christ has dominion over 

all things.) 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44–53 (Jesus ascended to heaven, 

and His disciples responded with joy.) 

 

Pastors:   

Rev. William Zastrow, Ebenezer – Port Hudson  

Rev. Jacob Ehrhard, Trinity – New Haven 

Rev. Tim Brown, St. John’s, Beaufort 

 

A STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT based on Acts 1:11 "Men 

of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, 

who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 

same way as you saw him go into heaven." Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. Christ is ascended – and Christ will come 

again. We live our lives in this world in the sure confidence 

of the world to come. We live as people who know our Lord 

Jesus – and who know that He is coming back. This makes all 

the difference in how we approach the things of this world.  


