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Sermon for the 5
th

 Sunday 
in Lent 

 

Love Beyond All Limits 

Our experience as human beings deals in a world of 
measurement.  A house has so many square feet of living 
space … it has so many rooms.  A refrigerator has so many 
cubic feet of storage.  A person is a certain height … has a 
certain eye color … hair color … weight.  We even measure 
time.  The house was built in 1945.  The refrigerator was 
manufactured in 2003.  The person was born in 1987.  We 
are used to the idea that we can measure both things and 
people. 

Measurements mean limits.  In fact, measurements tell us 
where the limits are.  If we say a box is 24” x 24” x 12” we 
cannot put something that is 36” long into that box.  36” is 
beyond the limits of that box.  We know the limits of the box 
because we have measured them. 

Text: John 11:3-4 
 
The sisters sent Jesus a 
message: "Lord, your dear 
friend is sick." 
When Jesus heard it, he said, 
"The final result of this sickness 
will not be the death of Lazarus; 
this has happened in order to 
bring glory to God, and it will be 
the means by which the Son of 
God will receive glory." 
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We live in a world where we can measure everything … 
everything has limits.  That is one of the challenges we have 
when God reveals Himself as one who has no limits … One 
who cannot be measured.  It is very difficult to understand 
that when we say God is eternal, we mean that from God’s 
perspective, all time is “now.” When we say that God is 
omnipresent, we mean that, from God’s perspective, all 
places are “here.” God has no limits and that is very hard for 
our limited, human minds to understand. 

Then, as though that weren’t enough, that limitless God 
decided to save us by taking on humanity into Himself.  Now 
we have the one person, Jesus Christ, who is both 100 % 
God and 100% man.  I, for one, am very thankful that God 
does not ask me to understand how this all works.  Instead 
He asks me to believe that it is so, and He sends the Holy 
Spirit to give that belief to me. 

Today’s Gospel is about people who placed limits on Jesus.  
Martha placed limits on Jesus.  She said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” Mary 
fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” Some of the visitors who came 
to comfort Mary and Martha also said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this man 
from dying?” Every one of these people put a limit on Jesus.  
They all believed that Jesus could have cured Lazarus when 
Lazarus was still alive, but, now that Lazarus is dead, there 
is no hope.  They all believed that death was the limit.  They 
all believed that death was the line where the power of Jesus 
came to an end.  In a world of measurements … in a world 
of limits, they believed that Jesus could not overcome death. 

Death is a universal experience.  Different cultures have 
different ways of coping with death, but all cultures must deal 
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with death in some way.  Human experience teaches us that 
dead is dead.  Once you are dead, there is nothing that can 
be done. 

There can be any number of reasons that death comes.  The 
immediate cause of death can be anything from accidental 
trauma to the failures of old age.  In spite of the many 
different causes of death listed on death certificates, there is 
only one ultimate cause of death.  The Holy Spirit inspired 
the Apostle Paul to write, [Romans 5:12] Sin came into the 
world through one man, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all sinned.  

Death spreads through sin.  Do you want to know if 
someone is a sinner?  Then wait around to see if they die.  If 
they die, then they were a sinner.  “But pastor,” you say, 
“Everyone dies!” Exactly!  That is what the Holy Spirit 
teaches us through the words of the Apostle Paul. 

Faithful pastors preach law & gospel … repentance & the 
forgiveness of sins.  Faithful pastors don’t have to proclaim a 
lot of law at a funeral.  There is the dead body in the casket 
proclaiming, “I am dead.  Therefore, I am a sinner and I 
deserve to be in hell.” With a sermon like that pouring out of 
the casket, the faithful pastor proclaims the saving Gospel of 
Jesus Christ crucified for the forgiveness of sins … the 
Gospel that proclaims salvation from the law proclaimed by 
the dead body in the casket. 

What a sad thing it is that so many want to proclaim the life 
of the person in the casket.  Maybe he was active in the 
community.  Maybe he was generous, kind, helpful, and 
everything else that a loving neighbor could be.  The fact of 
the matter is that the dead body lies in the casket 
proclaiming, “I am dead.  Therefore, I am a sinner and I 
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deserve to be in hell.” There is no life story that can 
overcome the proclamation of that dead body in that casket. 

The only proclamation that can overcome the message 
coming from the casket is the proclamation of the man who 
stood at the entrance to the open tomb and cried out with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” This is the proclamation of 
the man who calls out to the dead and the dead come back 
to life.  This is the proclamation of the man who is also God 
and who has no limits.  This is the proclamation of Jesus 
Christ who is Lord of all. 

The one who called Lazarus from the grave tells us about 
Himself with these words: “I am the resurrection and the life.  
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” 
These are words that can overcome the proclamation of that 
dead body in that casket.  These are words that give comfort 
in the face of death. 

Sadly, not everyone trusts the proclamation of the one who 
raised Lazarus from the dead.  Near the end of today’s 
Gospel, we heard that there were some who rejected Jesus 
and His message.  Instead of rejoicing that Jesus even has 
the power to raise the dead, they were terrified.  Their terror 
drove them to plot the death of the Lord of Life. 

Yet, the Lord used even this evil group for His own 
purposes.  As the Holy Spirit inspired John the Evangelist to 
describe this evil conspiracy, we hear these amazing words: 
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You 
know nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it is 
better for you that one man should die for the people, 
not that the whole nation should perish.” He did not say 
this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he 
prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, and not 
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for the nation only, but also to gather into one the 
children of God who are scattered abroad.  The God who 
has no limits put the very words of prophecy into the mouth 
of the leader of these evil conspirators. 

The powers of evil thought they could conquer Jesus by 
putting Him to death.  Instead, Jesus allowed them to kill 
Him and He used His death to conquer sin, death, and the 
power of the devil.  He then demonstrated His victory by 
rising from the dead.  Jesus demonstrated the ultimate 
power over death by allowing death to take Him and then 
returning life to His own lifeless body.  That resurrection 
assures us that our death is not the end.  Jesus has 
promised to return and raise all the dead.  His resurrection 
assures us that He will keep that promise.  Whether we are 
dead for four days, four years, or four thousand years, Jesus 
will raise us from the dead. 

There is one great difference between the resurrection in 
today’s Gospel and the resurrection of the Last Day.  
Lazarus is no longer with us.  He had to die again.  When 
Jesus calls our bodies back to life on the Last Day, we shall 
never die again.  On that day, all people shall rise with 
eternal bodies.  Those who reject the gifts of Jesus Christ 
will rise to an eternity of punishment.  Those who have the 
Holy Spirit’s gift of faith will rise to live with Christ in eternal 
joy. 

Each of us will face death many times in our lives.  There will 
be the deaths of those we love, and, eventually, we will all 
face our own death.  Take comfort in the confession of our 
loved ones that, before they died, they confessed their sin 
and their faith in the salvation earned by Jesus Christ on the 
cross.  Take courage at the time of your own death that 
Jesus is the one who conquered death with His death and 
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resurrection and He has promised never to leave you or 
forsake you.  He has promised to raise you to eternal life.  
And He can keep His promises because He is the God 
without limits. 


