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Sermon for the 1
st

 Sunday 
in Lent 

 

The Devil Has You in His Sites 

When you watch an action / adventure movie now-a-days, 
you know someone is in big trouble when you see the little 
red dot of a laser scope dancing around on their body.  It 
means that someone has them in their sites.  They are a 
target. 

Our Gospel today tells us about someone who was a target.  
During the Epiphany season we recently completed, we 
heard about Jesus' baptism when God said, "This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased."  When these 
words identified Jesus to the world, they also identified 
Jesus to Satan and His demons.  As far as Satan was 
concerned the baptism made Jesus Target #1 just as Adam 
had been target #1 back in Eden. 

Text: Genesis 1:1-5 
Now the serpent was more crafty than 
any of the wild animals the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did 
God really say, ‘You must not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?” The woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit 
from the trees in the garden, but God 
did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from 
the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, and you must not touch it, or 

you will die.’” 
“You will not certainly die,” the serpent 
said to the woman. 5 “For God knows 
that when you eat from it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 
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During Lent we consider the reason that the Son of God took 
on humanity and humbled Himself under the law.  That 
reason is eloquently and tragically described in the Old 
Testament reading for this Sunday.  In the Old Testament 
reading, we see Satan come against the First Adam.  We 
learn that Adam failed this test and with that failure he 
doomed us to an existence of sin, frustration, sickness, and 
ultimately death.  Adam's failure drove a wedge between 
God and us that can't be removed by ordinary means. 

At the end of our Old Testament reading, God promises an 
extraordinary salvation - a seed.  This seed will be a second 
Adam who will defeat Satan and restore our relationship with 
God. 

The Gospel for this Sunday describes Satan's attempt to do 
to the Second Adam exactly what he did to the First Adam.  
The circumstances and words might be different, but the 
basis for the temptations of the First and Second Adam are 
exactly the same.  Listen to the words Satan used to plant 
doubt in the mind of Eve.  "Did God actually say, 'You shall 
not eat of any tree in the garden'?" Now listen to the words 
Satan used on Jesus.  "If a son - you are - of the God, 
command that these stones - bread would become."  That is 
the word order of the original Greek.  Can you hear the 
mocking sarcasm in those words?  It is as if Satan came to 
Jesus and said, "Did God really say, 'This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased.' I don't think so.  Why 
would God allow any of His sons to starve in the wilderness?  
Here, show me what ya got.  Command these stones to 
become bread and see if you really are a son of God."  The 
doubt that Satan tried to plant in Jesus is the same doubt 
that he used on Adam and Eve. 
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Now some might ask this question, "Is it really fair to 
compare Adam and Eve with Jesus?  After all, Jesus really 
is the Son of God.  When He took on humanity, He shared 
all of His divine attributes with His human nature and all of 
them were available for this battle with Satan.  It is hardly the 
same thing." 

 

Many people want to dismiss all of Jesus' struggles on this 
earth by saying, "Well of course it was easy for Jesus.  He 
could use His divine powers to carry Him over the rough 
spots.  Why, it's possible that even the cross didn't really hurt 
because He could draw on His powers and over ride the 
pain." 

 

The second sentence in today's Gospel tells us something 
else.  It reads, "And after fasting forty days and forty nights, 
he was hungry."  I always found this sentence fascinating.  
For any of us, the sentence would just need to say, "He or 
she fasted for forty days."  We would naturally assume that 
such a person was hungry.  Why does the Biblical record go 
to the extra effort to tell us that Jesus was hungry after His 
fast?  Isn't that obvious?  Actually, it's not.  If Jesus were 
relying on His divinity to help Him, he would not be hungry.  
The Biblical record wants us to understand that Jesus is fully 
human and so the Bible says, he was hungry.  The Holy 
Spirit working through Matthew wants us to know that Jesus 
fought this battle with the same resources that we all have 
and nothing more.  These temptations were real and so, by 
the way, was the suffering on the cross. 
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You see, Jesus was to be the Second Adam.  In this battle 
He was taking back the ground lost by the First Adam back 
in the Garden of Eden.  It is important for us to understand 
that, during His temptation, Jesus didn't use anything that 
wasn't available to Adam and Eve or us. 

In fact, Jesus was much worse off.  Adam and Eve were 
living in a world that was designed to provide for their every 
comfort.  Jesus was living in a world that was corrupted by 
sin.  Adam and Eve were well fed - surrounded by trees with 
good fruit.  Jesus was hungry and surrounded by stones.  
Adam and Eve were king and queen of the world; God had 
given them authority over all things.  Jesus grew up in 
poverty.  The Second Adam's position was strategically 
inferior compared to the First Adam's position. 

The three temptations that today's Gospel describes to us 
are still around.  The first temptation tried to use Jesus' 
hunger to sow seeds of doubt in Jesus' mind.  In the same 
way, we often find the worries of this world tearing our trust 
away from our Heavenly Father.  We pray, "Give us this day 
our daily bread..." but do we really trust God to provide us 
with all of our needs?  Do we fear, love, and trust God or do 
we fear, love, and trust our money, things, and comforts?  
When we see how quickly we fall to this temptation, is it any 
wonder that Satan used it against Jesus, our substitute. 

The account of the second temptation shows us that Satan 
is not afraid to trample in holy places or abuse Holy Words.  
Satan knows the Bible well, not so that He can learn from it, 
but so that He can twist its words.  Note how he changes the 
meaning of Psalm 91 by leaving out the phrase "to guard 
you in all your ways."  He changes it from God's promise to 
protect us from the evils of this world into a promise to 
protect us from all consequences no matter what kind of 
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sinful thing we do.  Satan and his demons are quite ready to 
quote Scripture and twist it to their needs; especially against 
those who feel they no longer need to study God's Word on 
a regular basis. 

The third temptation sows seeds of doubt about God's plan.  
It sneaks into our lives when we read or hear the plain words 
of God and decide that our plan is better.  Satan basically 
told Jesus that He could avoid the whips, the mocking, the 
sorrows, the wounds, and all the pain that Isaiah told about 
when he wrote: [Isaiah 53:5] He was wounded for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him 
was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
stripes we are healed.  Satan told Jesus that He could avoid 
all that suffering servant stuff and have the entire world right 
now.  The only thing that Satan wanted in return was Jesus' 
worship.  After all, would a loving God really send His Son 
into the world to die on a cross?  That seems so ridiculous.  
Why not take the easy way out? 

How did Jesus respond to this impressive array of 
temptations?  What was His secret for defeating the devil?  
Jesus responded to Satan's temptation with a weapon that is 
available to everyone.  He did not argue.  He did not even try 
to prove that He is the Son of God.  He quoted Scripture: "It 
is written, "'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.'" "Again it is written, 
'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'" "Be gone, 
Satan! For it is written, "'You shall worship the Lord your God 
and him only shall you serve.'" With these words from 
Deuteronomy, Jesus stopped Satan's attack. 

This greatest of all weapons is available to everyone.  We 
have it in our homes.  We can study it daily in private and 
with our families and we can regularly gather together as a 
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congregation to study this powerful Word.  God has given it 
to us freely for our use in protecting ourselves. 

The power of this weapon lies in the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.  For we know that Satan's war against Jesus was 
never successful.  Jesus remained on His mission and He 
completed it.  In the end, it was Satan who lost.  Jesus lived 
a perfect, righteous life.  Although the world thinks it is 
ridiculous for God to send His Son into the World to die on a 
cross, that is exactly what happened.  Christ's perfect life 
allowed Him to take our sins onto Himself.  When He 
suffered and died on the cross, our sins died with Him.  
When He rose from the dead, He left our sins in the grave.  
Now the righteousness that He earned by repelling all of 
Satan's temptations is ours and we are His brothers forever. 


