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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

COME TO ORDER 

 

HYMN “My Song is Love Unknown” LW 91 

 

My song is love unknown,  

my Savior's love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown,  

that they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I, that for my sake  

My Lord should take frail flesh and die 

 

P Pilate said, "What accusation do you bring against this 

man?" They answered, "If this man were not a criminal, we 

would not have handed him over to you." 

C By a perversion of justice he was taken away. He was 

wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our 

iniquities.   

 

HYMN “My Song is Love Unknown” LW 91 

 

He came from his blest throne,  
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salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none  

The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, oh, my friend,  

my friend indeed,  

Who at my need his life did spend; 

 

P Then Pilate summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you the 

King of the Jews? What have you done?" Jesus answered, 

"My kingdom is not from this world." 

C By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Upon him 

was the punishment that made us whole, and by his 

bruises we are healed.  

 

HYMN “My Song is Love Unknown” LW 91 

 

Sometimes they strew his way  

and his sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day  

hosannas to their King. 

Then "Crucify!"  

is all their breath,  

And for his death they thirst and cry. 

 

P Then Pilate said to him, "Do you not hear how many 

accusations they make against you?" But Jesus gave 

him no answer, so that the governor was greatly 

amazed.  

C Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a 

sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not 

open his mouth.  

 

HYMN “My Song is Love Unknown” LW 91 

 

Why, what hath my Lord done?  
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What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run,  

he gave the blind their sight. 

Yet cheerful he  

to suff'ring goes,  

That he his foes from thence might free. 

 

P The high priest said to him, "Tell us if you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God." Jesus said to him, "You have said so. But 

I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated 

at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of 

heaven." Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "He 

has blasphemed! What is your verdict?" They answered, 

"He deserves death."  

C By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Yet it was 

the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. Out of his 

anguish he shall see light. The righteous one, my 

servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear 

their iniquities.  

 

HYMN “My Song is Love Unknown” LW 91 

 

In life, no house, no home  

my Lord on earth might have; 

In death, no friendly tomb  

but what a stranger gave. 

What may I say?  

Heav'n was his home; 

But mine the tomb wherein he lay. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

FIRST READING Numbers 21:6-9 

 

PSALM 17:1-9  
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P Listen, O Lord, to my plea for justice, for it does not 

come from lying lips. If you try my heart, if you visit 

me by night, if you test me, you will find no 

wickedness in me, no evil in my mouth. I speak no 

offense, as others do; by the word of your lips I have 

avoided the ways of the violent. I call upon you, for 

you will answer me, O God; incline your ear to me and 

hear my words. Reveal your wondrous love to me, and 

hide me safe from my enemies. Keep me as the apple 

of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings, 

from the wicked who assault me, my deadly enemies 

who surround me. As for me, I will behold your face in 

righteousness; when I awake I shall be satisfied, 

beholding your likeness. 

 

HYMN “Jesu Kreuz, Leiden Und Pein” LW 109 

 

Hear my prayer, O God Most High; 

Let it come before you. 

Hear, O Lord, my earnest cry, 

Humbly I implore you. 

Keep me steadfast in your ways; 

In your love draw near me. 

Unto you my prayer I raise; 

Turn, O Lord, and hear me! 

 

SECOND READING 1 John 1:5-2:2 

 

CHOIR 

 

GOSPEL READING John 3:1-21 

 

THEME HYMN  “Erhalt Uns, Herr” LW 197 

 

Christ is on trial, and in our hearts  
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The gavel sounds, the trial starts 

All must confront this silent One  

Who claims to be God's only Son. 

 

Now Nicodemus testifies: 

A Jewish leader whose own eyes 

Were opened to God's giving grace 

When he met Jesus face to face. 

 

Lord, grant that we this trial view  

With holy awe. Let us review 

The case for your divinity,  

And hail you "Lord" eternally. 

 

CHRIST ON TRIAL: "Witness: Nicodemus" 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE “St. Crispin” LW 362 

 

God loved the world so that he gave 

His only son the lost to save 

That all who would in him believe 

Should everlasting life receive. 

 

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, 

Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All who confide in Christ alone 

Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son 

Forgives all sins which you have done; 
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Your are justified by Jesus’ blood; 

Baptized, you have the highest good. 

 

Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessed Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 

 

OFFERING 

 

PRAYERS 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION (based on 1 Peter 3) 

 

P In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. For Christ died 

for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

to bring you to God. 

C We testify to the truth of Christ in court: in the 

chambers of our human hearts. 

 

P So I say to you: Always be ready to make your defense 

to anyone who demands from you an accounting for 

the hope that is in you. And may the peace of Christ 

bless and keep you as you live your life as a testimony 

to him. 

C Amen. 

 

THE COURT ADJOURNS 

 

HYMN “My Song is Love Unknown” LW 91 

 

Here might I stay and sing 

no story so divine! 
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Never was love, dear King,  

never was grief like thine. 

This is my friend,  

in whose sweet praise  

I all my days could gladly spend! 
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