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AS WE GATHER: Today we hear the wonderfully familiar 

“Gospel in a nutshell” from John 3. The first words of the 

passage say it well: “God so loved.” God is loving even when 

we are less than lovable. In the season of Lent, we see God’s 

love at work in the cross of Jesus. Here in worship, we 

receive God’s wonderful gifts that demonstrate His amazing 

love. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Father in heaven, whose 

ways are justice and truth, strengthen our faith in Christ, our 

righteousness. Keep the eyes of our faith focused on our 

Redeemer and, in the end, take us to be with Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

HYMN “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” LW 452 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 118:14–16 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
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Pastor: The LORD is my strength and my song; He has 

become my salvation. 

People: Glad songs of salvation are in the tents of the 

righteous: 

 

Pastor: “The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, 

People: the right hand of the LORD exalts, 

All:  the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!” 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: O God our Father, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and that we have turned away from 

Your commands. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 

 

Pastor: Forgive us for all that we have thought and said 

and done that is contrary to Your will and Your 

ways, and forgive us for times we have trusted 

in our own righteousness instead of relying on 

Your grace in Christ Jesus, our Redeemer. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O God. 

 

Pastor: Forgive us for times we have not been good 

stewards of Your great creation and for times 

we have been unwilling to help our neighbors as 

we ought. 

People: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your 

steadfast love. Create in us clean hearts, O 

God, and put a new and right spirit within 

us. 

 

Pastor: Upon this your confession and by the command 

of our Lord, I, a called and ordained servant of 
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Christ, and by His authority, forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: May the God of peace sanctify you wholly. 

May your spirit, soul, and body be kept sound 

and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He who calls you is faithful, and He will 

do it. 

People: Amen. 

 

INTROIT Psalm 105:4–7; antiphon v. 8 

 

People: He remembers His covenant forever, the 

word that He commanded, for a thousand 

generations. 

 

Women: Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His 

presence continually! 

 

Men: Remember the wondrous works that He has 

done, His miracles, and the judgments He 

uttered, 

 

Women: O offspring of Abraham, His servant, children 

of Jacob, His chosen ones! 

 

Men: He is the LORD our God; His judgments are in 

all the earth. 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 
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He remembers His covenant forever, the 

word that He commanded, for a thousand 

generations. 

 

KYRIE [LW 180] 

 

Have mercy on Your people, Lord. 

Have mercy, Christ, our King. 

Renew us by Your mercy, Lord; 

Accept the prayers we bring. 

 
Text: Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann, 1912–2002. Copyright © 1991 

Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Tune: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678–1727. Public domain. 

 

SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

O God, we give You glory because Your mercy 

does not change. Be gracious to all who have 

gone astray and turned to their own ways, and 

bring them again with repentant hearts and 

steadfast faith to embrace the unchangeable 

truth of Your Word, Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 12:1–9 (The 

promise of God is made to Abram.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 121 

 

People: I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where 

does my help come? My help comes from the 

LORD, who made heaven and earth. 

 

Women: He will not let your foot be moved; He who 

keeps you will not slumber. 

Men: Behold, He who keeps Israel will neither 

slumber nor sleep. 

 

People: The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your 

shade on your right hand.  

 

Women: The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the 

moon by night. 

Men: The LORD will keep you from all evil; He will 

keep your life. 

 

People: The LORD will keep your going out and your 

coming in from this time forth and 

forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 (The faith of Abraham, who 

believed God) 
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Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR      “God Loved The World So That He Gave” 

 

GRADUAL AND VERSE John 3:16; Hebrews 12:2 

 

People: For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Men: O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder 

and perfecter of our faith, 

 

Women: who for the joy that was set before Him endured 

the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 

the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

People: For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 3:1–17 (Jesus teaches Nicodemus by 

night on being born again.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3
rd

  

chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CREED Apostles’ Creed 

 

People: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the Virgin Mary; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified 

died and was buried; 

He descended into Hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven and sits on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Love in Christ is Strong and 

Living” LW 376 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN “Create in Me” LW page 143 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me, Cast me not away from Thy presence; and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy 

salvation; and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY “We Give Thee But Thine Own” (Public 

Domain) 
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1.  We give Thee but Thine own, 

         Whate'er the gift may be; 

         All that we have is Thine alone, 

         A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2.  May we Thy bounties thus 

         As stewards true receive 

         And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 

         To Thee our first-fruits give! 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

HYMN “Lord Take My Hand and Lead Me” LW 512 

 

PRAYER: Blessed Lord, who has caused all Holy 

Scripture to be written for our learning, grant 

that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digest them, that by the 

patience and comfort of Your holy Word we 

may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 

hope of everlasting life which You have given 

us in our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 
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The Lord look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace.     Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 2. Copyright © 

2016 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with us 

today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship service on this Second Sunday in Lent.  Please 

join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest 

register near the front entrance with your name, address 

and Church affiliation.  Thank you! 

 

Lenten Midweek Services – Please join us for a special 

series of services called “Christ on Trial”.  Next Wednesday 

and Thursday Services are about “A Woman Healed”.  

Services will be on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM and on Thursday 

mornings at 10:00 AM in the Church fellowship hall. Mary 

Hiatt will play the woman who was cured by Jesus on 

Wednesday and Joyce Svancara will play the part on 

Thursday morning. 

 

Chili and Soup Dinner Update - The Thrivent Chili Dinner 

last Sunday was a wonderful success. We collected $505.00 

for Lutheran Family & Children's Service. Sincere thanks to 

everyone that supported, helped and donated toward this 

event. 

 

Another Important Date to Keep in Mind – On April 2
nd

 

we will have a baked ham and pulled pork dinner with 

delicious sides and homemade desserts.  Serving will be from 
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11:30 AM – 1:00 PM.  A free will offering will be donated to 

the American Cancer Society. 

 

Where the money donated to the American Cancer 

Society goes: 

A.  Free lodging for cancer patients at HOPE Lodge. 

1.  30 Locations in the US and Puerto Rico. 

2. To date more than 44, patients and caregivers 

have stayed at a HOPE lodge location. 

      

B. Free 24 hour hotline. 

1.  Cancer information, answers, and HOPE are 

available every minute of every day. 

2. Staffed by a live, trained person ready to assist 

you. 

C.   Lifesaving cancer research 

1.  The ACS has funded more cancer researchers 

than any other organization. 

2.  The ACS provides funding for ALL types of 

cancer research, not just certain types of 

cancer. 

3.  The Nobel Prize has been awarded to 44 

scientists who have had their research funded 

by the American Cancer Society. 

D.   Free rides to treatments 

1.  Road to recovery is a program where volunteer 

drivers use their cars to help cancer patients in 

need of a ride to treatment or doctors’ 

appointments get the ride they need. 

E.   Free clinical trials matching services 

1. This confidential program helps cancer 

patients find clinical trials most appropriate 

to a patient’s medical and personal situation. 

F.    More moments to live for. 

G.    More birthdays to celebrate. 
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Easter Lilies will again be displayed in our Easter Service on 

April 16
th

.  If you would like to place a lily here at Church to 

the glory of God in memory of a loved one, or to honor 

someone, please fill out the form (insert) found in the bulletin 

today.  Please return the completed form and return it to the 

office or place it in the offering plate or give Mary Sprick a 

call.  The cost of each plant is $8.00.  All orders must be in 

the Church office by tomorrow, as we have to let Paula at 

Seitter’s Flower Market know by March 14
th

 so she can get 

this special price. 

 

Thrivent Information – Remember to check and direct your 

Choice Dollars for Thrivent.  Call the 800 number or go on 

line. You can direct your 2016 dollars until March 31
st
.  If 

you have any fund-raising project and would like to have 

$1250 for seed money to buy supplies, it is available to any 

Thrivent member just by applying for an Action Team card.  

It can be done by going to Thrivent.com and click on Action 

Team.  This money is available and relatively easy to get as 

long as a service is done for some church, some community 

organization, charity or raising funds for an individual. 

 

Luther Quotes -SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT - John 3:1–

17 (March 12) 

“Would that for the sake of our corruption and that horrible 

depravity we could know God and love Him in return! He 

shows Himself so benign and propitious that He dwells with 

us and associates with us, albeit invisibly. Yet He does not do 

so imperceptibly, if I may use that expression. He has given 

us His Son as a pledge of this love and intimate association 

(John 3:16). But, those who are smug and irreligious have 

ears and do not hear.” LW 4:257 
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Stewardship Thoughts for this Sunday March 12: Lent 2  

Matthew 15:27 — "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 

crumbs that fall from their masters' table." These are the 

words of faith, for faith means receiving what God gives. And 

God has given us so much more than just the crumbs that fall 

from the table – He has given us life, salvation, body and 

soul, eyes and ears, possessions and income. That’s where our 

stewardship starts: with faith in the God who is the greatest 

Giver. 
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Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday                   Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday                      Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday              Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday                  Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild                                Dianne Luechtefeld and 

                                                    Jane Redhage 

Acolytes                                     Confirmation Class 

Bell Ringer                                Trent Huellinghoff 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

 

Weekly Contributions             $1,571.00 

Plate                                                  44.00 

Sunday School                                 21.18 

Easter Lilies                                     40.00 

Sausage Sales                                   21.00 

Ash Wednesday Contributions      21.00 

                                                    $1,718.18 

 

Attendance:       Saturday Evening Worship 25 

                            Sunday Morning Worship     77 

 

Sunday School Attendance:    Children:     9 

                                                    Adults:   17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 16 

 

Ash Wednesday Services 

 

Ash Wednesday Contributions       $296.00 

Weekly Contributions                          230.00 

Plate                                                          66.00 

Sunday School                                          20.00 

Lent Offerings                                          50.00 

Easter Lilies                                             32.00 

                                                                 $694.00 

 

Attendance:  Wednesday evening:   45 

                       Thursday morning:     19 

 

Lenten Services – March 8 & 9, 2017 

 

Lenten Offerings                              $240.00 

Plate                                                       22.00 

Easter Lilies                                          36.00 

                                                            $298.00 

 

Attendance:      Wednesday evening:   41 

                            Thursday morning:   12 

 

This Week at Ebenezer Lutheran Church 

 

Sunday    Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Wednesday      Choir  6:30 PM 

                            Confirmation  6:30 PM 

                                Worship  7:00 PM 

Thursday             Worship  10:00 AM 

Friday                 Circuit Pastor’s Dinner 

Saturday             Worship with Holy Communion 

                              5:00 PM 

                         Cub Scouts  


