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Sermon for the 6
th

 Sunday 
after Epiphany 

 

Don’t Take the Credit 
One spring, a farmer purchased an old, run-down, 
abandoned farm. The fields were grown over with weeds, 
the farmhouse was falling apart, and the fences were 
collapsing all around. He planned to turn the place into a 
thriving enterprise. 

The farmer invited his pastor to stop by on the first day to 
say a prayer for the farm. The pastor could see what a mess 
the place was, but blessed the farmer’s work, saying, “May 
you and God work together to make this the farm of your 
dreams!” 

Text: 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 
 
I planted the seed, Apollos 
watered it, but God has been 
making it grow. So neither the 
one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but only 
God, who makes things grow. 
The one who plants and the one 
who waters have one purpose, 
and they will each be rewarded 
according to their own labor. For 
we are co-workers in God’s 
service; you are God’s field, 
God’s building. God is faithful, 
through whom you were called 
into fellowship with His Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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A few months later, the pastor stopped by again to call on 
the farmer. Lo and behold, it was like a completely different 
place— the farmhouse was completely rebuilt and in 
excellent condition, there were plenty of cattle and other 
livestock happily munching on feed in well-fenced pens, and 
the fields were filled with crops planted in neat rows. 

“Amazing!” the pastor said. “Look what God and you have 
accomplished together!” 

“Yes, Pastor,” said the farmer, “but remember what the farm 
was like when God was working it alone!” 

Well, that’s one perspective on the roles of God and the 
farmer. Here’s another: 

A few years ago, a study was done by an agricultural school 
in Iowa. It was reported that production of a hundred bushels 
of corn from one acre of land required all this: 

A. 4 million pounds of water 
B. 6,800 pounds of oxygen 
C. 5,200 pounds of carbon 
D. 160 pounds of nitrogen 
E. 125 pounds of potassium 
F. 75 pounds of yellow sulfur 
G. plus the seed. 

In addition to these ingredients, rain and sunshine are 
required at the right times. So although many hours of labor 
from the farmer were required, the study found that only 5% 
of the produce could be attributed to the efforts of the farmer. 
So, out of 100 bushels of corn, only 5 bushels of the crop 
were due to the work of the farmer. 
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Of course, neither of those stories tell the whole story. In the 
years that I’ve lived in rural Minnesota, I’ve met farmers who 
raise many different kinds of crops and livestock. But no 
matter what farmers raise, most farmers understand that 
their success— year-in and year-out— isn’t just about what 
they do, or even what happens in the economy. It’s about 
what God does. 

No matter how many hours farmers put into their work, no 
matter what seed or fertilizers or herbicides you use, no 
matter what equipment you may have, in the end, that isn’t 
what’s most important to producing a good crop. What’s 
most important is God: 

A. God whose word created the air, water, soil, and 
sun. 

B. God who engineered seeds to sprout and animals 
to reproduce. 

C. God who called us to care for this world. 

Does it make any difference which field you’re farming? 
Farmers tell me that it does make a difference. Different 
fields drain differently, or need different fertilizers, or should 
be planted a different way 

Does it make any different who the farmer is? Different 
farmers use different methods and materials. There are 
different philosophies about how to best care for the land, 
and how to get the best yield for the least investment. 

Does it make any difference whether we place our trust in 
God, whether we pray for God’s blessings on the land, the 
rain, the seed, the livestock, the farmer, and the economy? 
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God will work to bring growth whether or not we pray. But 
praying can help us see what God is doing.Our scripture 
readings today all point to what God is doing: 

 

A. Sending showers of blessing 
B. Covering the pastures to make rich grazing 
C. Hills and valleys covered with crops 
D. forgiving sins and giving us hope 

All these passages point to God as the one who provides for 
us. 

In our Second Lesson, the Apostle Paul points to God’s 
reality. We may plant and water, but it is God who gives the 
growth. 

And that’s true with farming. Science may understand better 
how plants grow than we did when the Bible was written 
several millennia ago. We may know more about how to 
increase the growth. But people of faith still recognize that 
God is at the root of it all. 

A story is told about some scientists who decided that 
people no longer needed God. So they walked up to God 
and said, “God, we’ve decided that we no longer need you. 
We can clone people and do many miraculous things, so 
why don’t you just get lost.” 

God listened very patiently and kindly to the scientists. After 
they were done talking, God said, “Very well, then— how 
about this? Let’s say we have a man-making contest.” The 
scientists happily agreed. 

God added, “Now, we’re going to do this just like I did back 
in the old days with Adam.” 
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The scientists said, “Sure, no problem,” and one of them 
bent down and grabbed a handful of dirt. 

God looked at him and said, “No, no, no— you get your own 
dirt!” 

Even if we give you farmers all the credit due for the work 
you do, we all have to admit that all the stuff we start with 
came from God’s hand. 

And the same is true with the rest of our roles in the world, 
whether we get paid for what we do or not. The world we live 
in, the people we help, the opportunities we have, all that we 
have and all that we are— all of it comes to us as a gift from 
God. 

Especially with the way our economy has treated farmers in 
recent years, it can be a challenge to try to think of farming 
as a calling blessed by God. 

But as someone who enjoys the fruits of your labors, I, for 
one, am thankful that God continues to call people to farm, 
to be stewards of the earth. 

For our hope doesn’t come from advances in agriculture, or 
from the economy. Our hope comes from God— from God 
who forgives all our sins, from God who conquers death 
through the resurrection of Christ. 

Our hope comes from believing that anything is possible 
through God. Our hope comes from knowing that God will be 
faithful to his promises. 

One summer, a drought threatened the crops. On a hot and 
dry Sunday, the pastor told his congregation, “There isn’t 
anything that will save us except to pray for rain. Go home, 
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pray, believe, and come back next Sunday ready to thank 
God for sending rain.” 

So the people did as they were told, and returned to church 
the following Sunday. 

But as soon as the pastor saw them, he was furious. “We 
can’t worship today. You do not yet believe!” 

“But,” they protested, “we prayed, and we do believe.” 

“Believe? Then, where are your umbrellas?” 

Children of God, it does make a difference to pray for God’s 
blessing. For when we pray, God helps our faith to grow. 

And don’t forget... to grab your umbrella. 

 


