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AS WE GATHER: “This is My beloved Son!” exclaims God 

the Father at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River. God 

knows well how to love. His love is not limited to His Son or 

even to His chosen people. His love extends to all humanity. 

As God’s well-loved people, we reflect that love in our 

interactions with those around us. The extending of that love 

by showing forth the fruit of the Spirit in our lives is truly 

God pleasing. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Father in heaven, 

throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus revealed His identity 

and mission through words and deeds. Grant that Your Holy 

Spirit strengthen us so that we may be revealed as His faith-

filled followers as we demonstrate the Spirit’s fruit of love in 

what we say and do; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen.  
Order of Matins 

 

HYMN “O God of Mercy, God of Light” LW 397 

 

Pastor:  O Lord, open Thou my lips.             

People:  And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise 
Pastor:  Make haste O God, to deliver me. 

People:  Make haste to help me, O God. 

 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
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ever shall be forever. Amen. Hallelujah! 

 

INVITATORY 

 

Pastor:  O come, let us worship the Lord;             

People:  For he is our Maker   

 

THE VINITE (Psalm 95 – sung to MARION LW 455) 

 

 Come, sound his praise abroad, 

 And hymns of glory sing: 

 Jehovah is the sovereign God, 

 The universal King. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

 He formed the deeps unknown, 

 He gave the seas their bound; 

 The wat’ry worlds are all his own, 

 And all the solid ground. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

  

Come, worship at his throne; 

 Come, bow before the Lord: 

 We are his works, and not our own; 

 He formed us by his word. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

 Today attend his voice, 

Nor dare provoke his rod; 

 Come, like the people of his choice, 

 And own your gracious God. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

PSALM Psalm 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 

 



 

4 

Pastor: Behold My servant, whom I uphold, My 

chosen, in whom My soul delights. 

People: I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to Me, 

“You are My Son; today I have begotten 

You. 

 

Pastor: “Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your 

heritage, and the ends of the earth Your 

possession. 

People: You shall break them with a rod of iron and 

dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
 

Pastor: Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O 

rulers of the earth. 

People: Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with 

trembling, 

 

Pastor: for His wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all 

who take refuge in Him. 

 

People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

Behold My servant, whom I uphold, My 

chosen, in whom My soul delights. 

 

LECTION  Isaiah 42:1–9 (God will put His Spirit on His 

chosen servant.) 

 

Matthew 3:13–17 (The voice proclaims Jesus as 

God’s beloved Son.) 

 

Pastor:  But You, O Lord, have mercy upon us.                

People:  Thanks be to You, O Lord.  
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HYMN “To Jordan’s River Came our Lord” HS98 816 

 

SERMON 

 

THE OFFERING 

 

Te Deum Sung to “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” LSB 803 

 God, we praise you, Lord, we bless you.  

 We acknowledge you as Lord. 

 You, the Father everlasting,  

 Be eternally adored. 

 Angels sing, all heav'n rejoices,  

 Cherubim and Seraphim, 

 Join the choir of heavenly voices  

 In the never ending hymn. 

 

  

Holy, Holy, You are Holy,  

 God of Glory, Lord of Might. 

 Earth and heaven extol your glory,  

 Majesty of Highest Height. 

 Martyrs, Prophets, Saints, Apostles,  

 All the church does worship You. 

 Father, Christ the King of Glory,  

 Spirit, who makes all things new. 

 

 Christ, you came and lived among us,  

 Humbly of a virgin born. 

 Grave and Death You have defeated.  

 Heav'n was opened Easter Morn. 

 On the throne of God you are seated,  

 You will come and be our Judge. 

 Count us as your saints before you,  
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 Redeemed by your precious blood. 

 

 Let your mercy fall upon us,  

 In you, Lord our trust we place. 

 Rule our hearts and minds forever,  

 Lift us while we run the race. 

 Guard us, guide us, and protect us.  

 Keep us free from sin, we pray. 

 Day by day we magnify you,  

 You we worship and obey. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

KYRIE 

All:  Lord have mercy upon us,       

Christ have mercy upon us,        

Lord have mercy upon us. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

All:  Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily 

bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil; For Thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory; Forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SALUTATION 

 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.               

People:  And with thy spirit 

 

All: We give thanks, heavenly Father, that You have 

refreshed us through Your holy Word, and we pray 
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that we be so strengthened that we will exhibit the 

fruit of the Spirit in all that we do in our daily living; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen.                 

 

Pastor:  Bless we the Lord                        

People:  Thanks be to God 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be 

with you all. 

People:  Amen 

 

HYMN “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” LW 88 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with us 

today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship service on this First Sunday after Epiphany, -

The Baptism of our Lord.  Please join us here at Ebenezer 

again soon!  Please sign the guest register near the front 

entrance with your name, address and Church affiliation. 

 

E-stewardship:  The Ebenezer web site 

(ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com) now has a “Donate” 

button.  It’s a convenient way to support our ministry with a 

PayPal account or credit card.  Members, be sure to click the 

+ sign after entering the amount.  You’ll be prompted to 

provide your contribution envelope number (optional), which 

will ensure your donation is recorded properly in your name.  

PayPal will deduct a small amount (about 3% plus 30 cents 

per transaction) before Ebenezer receives the deposit, but the 
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donor will not be charged any fees.  A PayPal account is not 

required to donate with a credit card, but there is a link on the 

web site if you would like to create one.  Please see Roland 

Walkenhorst for more information. 

 

A Note of Appreciation – A big “Thank You” to everyone 

who helped take down the Christmas decorations this past 

week.   

 

Poinsettias – Please feel free to now take your Poinsettia 

home to enjoy.  Thank you for giving a Poinsettia(s) to our 

Church to beautify our Church during the Christmas holiday 

services. 

 

Altar Guild Members – Please pick up your 2017 Altar 

Guild schedule.  These are on the table at the back of Church. 

If you need help, please let Mary Sprick know. 

 

Greetings from Rev. John Senter – We have received a 

Christmas letter from Rev. John Senter, a former Pastor here 

at Ebenezer.  The letter is on the bulletin board at the back of 

Church.  Please take a minute to look it over or read it.  It was 

so good to hear from him.  

 

Beginning on Thursday, January 12, at 10:00 AM Pastor 

will resume his classes for all members of the congregation.  

This class will be based on the old THIS IS THE LIFE 

television show. With a gift from our Ladies Aid we were 

able to purchase these programs through the Lutheran 

Laymen’s League. Pastor will have a Bible study and 

discussion on the program and have a time for a hymn sing of 

familiar Lutheran hymns. 

 

Thank you to all our members and friends that remembered 

Pastor and Margaret over this past Christmas season with 

many cards and gifts. Also thank you for the many well 
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wishes to us during our sickness with the flu. Thank you for 

the Elders and our President, Paul Brune for filling in on 

Christmas Day. 

 

Open House – Last New Years Day we had an open house 

with the other Christian Churches in our area. We had about 

50 people come and tour our church. Pastor and Margaret saw 

many friends from our community that stopped by to say 

hello and met many new people. Many complemented Port 

Hudson for keeping the grounds and the church in great shape 

to the glory of our Lord. Also Pastor and Margaret enjoyed 

answering questions about Lutheranism and the differences of 

other denominations. Hopefully this tradition will continue 

over the years.  

 

The Feast of the Epiphany, or Manifestation (revelation) of 

Christ to the Gentiles, is observed on January 6th. Epiphany 

comes from a Greek word meaning “showing forth, 

appearance, manifestation, revelation.” The Feast of 

Epiphany proclaims the good news that Jesus revealed God to 

all humanity. 

 

At Christmas the church celebrates the birth of Jesus, when 

God entered fully into the human experience. The Feast of the 

Epiphany takes the Christmas proclamation a step further, 

when the divine revelation in Jesus was revealed to the world 

as the magi came from the east. 

 

The eve of the Feast of the Epiphany (Twelfth Night) marks 

the end of the Christmas celebration. The Epiphany, January 

6th, is followed by a period of “Sundays after the Epiphany”; 

the length of the Epiphany season varies in length from four 

to nine Sundays, depending on the date of Easter that year. 

The Last Sunday of Epiphany is celebrated as Transfiguration 

Sunday. 
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During the season of Epiphany we remember and recognize 

Jesus as God by many people in our Sunday readings: the 

magi, John the Baptist, Jesus’ disciples, and Christians in 

every age, including our own. It is a time for rededicating 

ourselves to our own ministries and our missionary task – to 

continue the spread of Jesus’ light in the world. The season of 

Lent does not begin until March 1 with Ash Wednesday. This 

will give us plenty of time to celebrate this important season 

of the Church Year. 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday                   Ruth Marschel 

Organist Sunday                      Ruth Marschel 

Choir Director                          Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday              Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday                 Marvin Kassebaum 

Altar Guild                                Mary Sprick 

Acolytes                                     Confirmation Class 

Bell Ringer                                 Cody Adams 

 

Offerings and Attendance –  

Christmas Eve Children’s Program and 

Christmas Eve 11:00 PM Service 

Christmas Eve Offerings          $2,331.00 

Christmas Offerings                        65.00 

Weekly Contributions                    640.00 

Plate                                                 288.00 

Advent Offering                               30.00 

Sunday School                                  20.00 

                                                     $3,374.00 

Attendance:    Christmas Eve Children’s Program   138 

                         Christmas Eve 11:00 PM Service          31 
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Offerings and Attendance –  

Christmas Eve 3:00 PM Service 

Christmas Day 10:00 AM Service 

Weekly Contributions                 $2,057.00 

Christmas Eve Offerings                  205.00 

Christmas Offerings                         411.00 

Plate                                                    302.00 

Sunday School                                       5.41 

Advent Offering                                    5.00 

Energy Needs                                       20.00 

New Year Offering                            100.00 

                                                        $3,105.41 

 

Attendance:  Christmas Eve 3:00 PM Service  45 

                       Christmas day 10:00 Service  61 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

December 31, 2016 Service and 

January 1, 2017 Service 

Weekly Contributions                    $2,345.00 

Plate                                                      508.00 

Sunday School                                         9.97 

New Year Offerings                            160.00 

New Year’s Eve Offerings                  910.00 

Sausage Sales                                       105.00 

Adeline Keune Memorials                  110.00 

Christmas Eve Offering                        25.00 

Christmas Offering                               20.00 

Advent Offering                                    20.00 

Portals of Prayer                                   15.00 

Lutheran Witness Subscription           18.00 

                                                          $4,245.97 

 

Attendance:   December 31
st
  Service     23 

                        January 1
st
 Service           42 
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THE WEEK AT EBENEZER  

 

Tuesday   Adult Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Wednesday   Confirmation 6:30 PM 

Thursday   Bible Study 10:00 AM 

Saturday   Worship 3:00 PM 
   

 

 


