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Sermon for New Year’s Eve 
and Day 

 

The True Christmas Gift 
And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.  

And she shall call His name "Immanuel".  

And he shall be called blessed upon the earth.  

And this is His name by which He will be called, 'The 
LORD our righteousness.'  

"And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name 
Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their 
sins."  

Text: Luke 2:21 
 
And when eight days were 
completed before His 
circumcision, His name was 
called Jesus, the name given by 
the angel before He was 
conceived in the womb 
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Shakespeare probably didn't ask the question first, but I think 
he asked it well, What is in a name?  A rose by any other 
name would smell as sweet. It is line from Romeo and 
Juliet.  And he was right.  The name of a rose does not 
change its essential character.  But names are not always 
meaningless sounds attached to things, useful only for 
distinguishing one thing from another in conversation.  
Sometimes the names tell us things about the thing or 
person named.  We may not always carefully name things or 
people, but God does.  What He calls a thing is what it is -- 
not what it may be.  John says, for example, in his first 
epistle, See how great a love the Father has bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the children of God; 
and such we are! So, paying attention to names is a good 
thing when you are dealing with God and His things.  Our 
theme today is, The Name 'Jesus'.  

Our text is from the account of the circumcision of Jesus.  It 
is the text for New Year's Day, which would be eight days, as 
the Jews would have counted them, from Christmas.  It was 
on the eighth day that a male child of Israel had to be 
circumcised, or he would forfeit all claim to his birthright as a 
child of the covenant and a member of the house of Israel.  It 
was on the eighth day that the child was formally named.  
They probably all knew the names of their children before 
that day, but it wasn't formally the child's name until after that 
day.  He didn't need a name until He was officially one of the 
people.  And they chose their names with care.  

They didn't choose names so that they sounded good.  They 
intended to say something about the child, or their hopes for 
the child, or to confess something about their faith and hope 
in God.  Names told a story.  The name "Moses" means to 
pull out, because, as the Bible tells it, he was pulled out of 
the water by the daughter of Pharaoh.  God told to Moses 
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the name by which the children of Israel were to know Him, 
Jahweh -- it was a shortened form of the name He originally 
spoke to Moses - "I Am Who I Am."  Adam meant "earth, 
soil," and it was also the word for "man," for "from dust you 
came and to dust you shall return." Adam named his wife 
"Eve," which means "Life" or "Living," because she was the 
mother of all the living.  "Cain" was an expression of 
faith.  It meant "Gotten One" because Eve thought that Cain 
was the promised Messiah, and she said, when she named 
him, "I have gotten a man, the Lord."  

Noah's name meant "rest."  Abram meant "Exalted Father."  
Abraham meant "Father of a Multitude."  Isaac meant 
"Laughter," because Sarah laughed when God told Abraham 
that she would bear a son even though she was ninety years 
old.  Jacob meant "The One who Supplants," and Israel 
meant "He Who Strives with God."  Joshua means "God 
saves" as does Isaiah, Hosea, and Jesus.  That name could 
also be translated Jahweh is Savior.  Well, I think you get the 
idea.  Names often told a story.  Sometimes they were 
earned, and sometimes they were given.  Sometimes they 
were prophetic, and sometimes they simply reflected the 
hopes and dreams of the people who gave them.  

Jesus was named prophetically, by the angel, Gabriel 
(whose name appears to mean something like "God is 
Strong").  The fact that His parents named Him as the angel 
had instructed them to meant that they believed.  They knew 
that somehow this Child was going to be the Savior.  How 
hard that must have been to believe after Mary had carried 
the baby for nine months and had given birth - and He 
looked so pink and wrinkly and normal for a baby.  But they 
did believe.  So, they brought Him for what every male child 
of Israel needed to receive, the mark of the covenant, 
circumcision, and they named Him "Jesus".  
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This was not an unusual name, at that time.  Jewish parents 
named their children "Jesus" or "Joshua" all the time.  It 
connected to the history of the nation, the man Joshua from 
the time of the Exodus, and it expressed their faith, God 
saves, and it hinted at the hope of the Messiah, God Himself 
is Savior.  That last thought pointed toward the prophecy of 
Isaiah (another name spelled exactly the same way as 
Jesus, in Hebrew) which promised that the Messiah would 
be called "Immanuel" which means "God with us" or "God 
dwelling among us".  

Well, Jesus is Immanuel.  He is God in the flesh, come to 
live among men as a man.  He wasn't simply called 
Immanuel, He IS Immanuel.  For something like 33 years, 
God walked among visibly humanity as a man, enduring all 
of the troubles and discomforts that human flesh is heir to.  
He worked, He sweated, He ached, He hungered.  He lost 
family members to the grave and knew grief and sorrow.  He 
knew persecution and frustration, betrayal and finally death.  

But that did not end His life, nor did He stop being 
Immanuel.  He is Immanuel - God with us through Word and 
Sacrament.  He is with each of us by virtue of our Baptism.  
He is with us in the holy Supper as He feeds us with His 
body and gives us to drink of His blood.  He is Immanuel, for 
He has promised, "Behold, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world."  

The angel told Mary to name the Baby "Jesus".  He also told 
Joseph, in his dream, you shall call His name Jesus, for it 
is He who will save His people from their sins.  So, when 
Jesus wore the name, it contained all of the Gospel, 
although that truth would not be evident to everyone, only to 
those who knew and believed the Gospel.  The same holds 
true today, only those who believe the Gospel know that the 
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name of Jesus contains all of the Gospel.  The name Jesus 
contains the truth that God - the One who revealed Himself 
to Abraham and Moses, and rescued Israel from bondage in 
Egypt - was there, in this baby - come to save His people 
from their sins and to fulfill all of His promises of old.  
Although many could not see it, we heard last Sunday about 
how Simeon could see it - and the prophetess Anna.  

So, when Jesus wore the name, it meant "Savior."  He was 
and He is the Savior!  It is His righteousness that deserves 
everlasting life.  It is His death that paid the penalty and bore 
the judgment and the wrath of God against my sins - and 
yours!  His cross is the price of your salvation.  And this is 
His name by which He will be called, 'The LORD our 
righteousness.' He has rescued each one of you from sin 
and death and hell.  It is His will and His promise that those 
who know of His saving works, and who rest their hope 
completely on Him - trusting in His promises of forgiveness, 
resurrection, life and salvation - shall rise to everlasting life 
and joy and peace and health with Him and through Him.  
He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.  

This marvelous Gospel lesson of just one verse also reminds 
us that God knows us before we are born.  Of course the 
Bible says that in other places - Like Jeremiah 1:5 "Before I 
formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you 
were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a 
prophet to the nations." or Psalm 139:16, Thine eyes 
have seen my unformed substance; And in Thy book 
they were all written, The days that were ordained for 
me, When as yet there was not one of them.   

And yet here it is - the name is given, which the angel had 
pronounced before the child had even been conceived.  God 
also tells us that we are chosen in Jesus Christ before the 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jeremiah%201.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%20139.16
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foundation of the world - He knew us personally before 
creation because He planned us!  Your faith and your 
presence among His people today is not an accident.  God 
chose you in His grace because of His great love.  He knew 
your name, and planned for you to be His child even before 
your parents knew one another.  What marvelous comfort, 
and what holy joy - particularly as we strain to see into the 
darkness of the unknown future - a new year.  

What does the circumcision of Jesus, and His naming have 
to do with the New Year?  We enter that New Year in Jesus' 
name - the name which is above every name, the name 
at which EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, of those who are 
in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.  We begin the New Year in 
His name, trusting in His promises, looking for His blessings, 
and thanking Him for our blessings and our preservation in 
the year gone by.  

Your sins, whatever they may be, have been forgiven 
because Jesus died in your place.  Your death, however 
near or distant it may appear, is but a temporary thing for 
your body, and shall not touch your soul.  It is but the 
doorway to everlasting life with Jesus Christ. Your life, 
though confusing and sometimes painful and maybe even 
frightening to you, is not out of control. God, who loves 
you, who has sent His Son to die for you, and who has 
chosen you from the foundation of the world is with you.  He 
will not let your feet slip.  He will not allow you to stumble.  
He will not allow any evil to come near to you.  He has this 
all planned, down to the last detail.  Pain and sorrow, 
sickness, and even death may well come, but not by 
mistake, and not by accident, but out of the love of your 
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heavenly Father - and no evil shall befall you! That is the 
Word of God, underlined boldly in the name "Jesus".  

And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.  

In the name of Jesus there is power and glory and salvation 
- - - and peace.  And He shares all of that with each of us 
who believes - for He shall save His people from their sins.  
Happy New Year!  

 


