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The Friendly Beasts 

 

1.   O little town of Bethlehem 

How still we see thee lie 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting Light 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight 

 

2.   For Christ is born of Mary 

And gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 

Their watch of wondering love 

O morning stars together 

Proclaim the holy birth 

And praises sing to God the King 

And Peace to men on earth 

 

3.   How silently, how silently 

The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

The blessings of His heaven. 

No ear may his His coming, 
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But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him still, 

The dear Christ enters in. 

 

4.   O holy Child of Bethlehem 

Descend to us, we pray 

Cast out our sin and enter in 

Be born to us today 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell 

O come to us, abide with us 

Our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 1 Timothy 3:16; Luke 2:19 

 

Pastor: Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of 

godliness: 

People: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by 

the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among 

the nations, believed on in the world, taken 

up in glory. 

 

Pastor: But Mary treasured up all these things, 

People: pondering them in her heart. 

 

Pastor: On this most holy night wherein we celebrate 

the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, let us enter 

His presence confessing our need for Him who 

came to save us from our sins. 
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People: O Jesus Christ, 

Thy manger is 

My paradise at which my soul reclineth. 

He whom the sea 

And wind obey 

Doth come to serve the sinner in great 

meekness. 

As You have come to join us and our 

children in our weakness, 

forgive us our sin and be born in us tonight. 

 

Pastor: Thou Christian heart, 

Whoe’er thou art, 

Be of good cheer and let no sorrow move thee! 

For God’s own Child, 

In mercy mild, 

Joins thee to Him; how greatly God must love 

thee!. 

People: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

O God, You make us glad with the yearly 

remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully 

receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with 

sure confidence behold Him when He comes to 

be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20 (The birth of Jesus Christ) 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Homily 

 

Offering 

 

The Friendly Beasts  

By the Children and Teachers of Ebenezer Lutheran 

Church 

 

Mary and Joseph take places and other students join around 

them. 

 

Children Recitation based on Luke 2 

 

Hymn by Children:  The Friendly Beasts v.1-2 

 

Children Recitation based on Luke 2 

 

Hymn by Children:  The Friendly Beasts v.3 

 

Hymn by Children: Away in a Manger 

 

The Appearance of the Shepherds 

 

Children Recitation based on Luke 2 

 

Hymn by Children:  The Friendly Beasts v.4 
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The Angels and the Shepherds 

 

Children Recitation based on Luke 2 

 

HYMN by Children and Congregation: Angels We Have  

Heard On High    

 

By Children 

1.  Angels we have heard on high 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

And the mountains in reply 

Echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

By Congregation 

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 

Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

By Congregation 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see 

Him Whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee, 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Children Recitation based on Luke 2 

 

Hymn by Children:  The Friendly Beasts v.5 

 

Children Recitation based on Luke 2 
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HYMN by Children and Congregation: O Come all Ye 

Faithful 

  

Sung by Children 

O Come All Ye Faithful 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold Him, 

Born the King of Angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

 

Sung by Congregation 

Highest, most holy,  

Light of light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

 

Sung by Congregation 

O Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 

Sing all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God In the Highest; 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 
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Sung by Congregation 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!  

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

Christ the Lord. 

 

The Appearance of the Wisemen 

 

Children Recitation based on Matthew 2 

 

Hymn by Children:  The Friendly Beasts v.6 

 

Children Recitation based on Matthew 2 

 

HYMN by Congregation:  We Three Kings of Orient Are 

 

We three kings of Orient are 

Bearing gifts we traverse afar 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain 

Following yonder star 

 

Refrain:   

O Star of wonder, star of night 

Star with royal beauty bright 

Westward leading, still proceeding 

Guide us to thy Perfect Light 

 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain 

Gold I bring to crown Him again 

King forever, ceasing never 

Over us all to rein 
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Refrain 

 

Frankincense to offer have I 

Incense owns a Deity nigh 

Pray'r and praising, all men raising 

Worship Him, God most high 

Refrain 

 

Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume 

Breathes of life of gathering gloom 

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying 

Sealed in the stone-cold tomb 

Refrain 

 

Glorious now behold Him arise 

King and God and Sacrifice 

Alleluia, Alleluia 

Earth to heav'n replies 

Refrain 

 

Conclusion to the Christmas Story 

 

Hymn by Children:  The Friendly Beasts v.7 

 

Children Recitation 

 

HYMN by Children and Congregation: Silent Night 

(lighting of the candles) 

 

Sung by Children 

Silent night, holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child 

Holy Infant so tender and mild 
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Sleep in heavenly peace 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

 

Sung by Congregation 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ, the Saviour is born 

Christ, the Saviour is born 

 

Sung by Congregation 

Silent night, holy night 

Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth " 

 

PRAYERS 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: Joy to the World    

ALL 

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And Heaven and nature sing, 

And Heaven and nature sing, 

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 

 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
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Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

 

 

 
 

Thank You 
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Thank you to all the Parents and Sunday School Teachers 

for putting together this special Christmas Eve Service. 

Much work goes into preparing for this service and we 

thank the members of our congregation and the friends of 

our community who support us in bringing the Christmas 

message this evening. 
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THE FRIENDLY BEASTS 
Words and Illustrations  

 

SCENE I – The Donkey 

 
Drawing by Sarah Summers 

Jesus our brother, kind and good 

Was humbly born in a stable rude 
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And the friendly beasts around Him stood 

Jesus our brother, kind and good. 

 

"I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown, 

"I carried His mother up hill and down; 

I carried her safely to Bethlehem town." 

"I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown. 

 

SCENE II – The Cow 

 

 
Drawing by Sarah Summers 

 

"I," said the cow, all white and red 

"I gave Him my manger for a bed; 

I gave Him my hay to pillow His head." 

"I," said the cow, all white and red.  
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SCENE III – The Sheep 

 
Drawing by Sarah Summers 

 

"I," said the sheep with curly horn, 

"I gave Him my wool for His blanket warm; 

He wore my coat on Christmas morn." 

"I," said the sheep with curly horn. 

 

SCENE IV – The Dove 

 
Drawing by Sarah Summers 
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"I," said the dove from the rafters high, 

"Cooed Him to sleep that He should not cry; 

We cooed Him to sleep, my mate and I." 

"I," said the dove from the rafters high. 

 

SCENE V – The Camel 

 
Drawing by Sarah Summers 

"I," said the camel, yellow and black, 

"Over the desert, upon my back, 

I brought Him a gift in the Wise Men's pack." 

"I," said the camel, yellow and black. 

 
The Friendly Beasts, author unknown, script from John  

Shimchick, Church of the Holy Cross, Medford, NJ.  Luke 2:1-20, Matthew 

2:1-2, 9-11, The Holy Bible NIV.  Adaptation by Mary Wesche. Drawings 

by Sarah Summers.  

 


