
 
The Gift of Life 

 

4th Midweek Advent 

Service 
 

December 21 & 22, 2016 



2 

 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church – Port Hudson 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

9100 Highway YY Leslie, Missouri 

Parsonage 573-459-6432              Church 573-459-6431 

Rev. William F. Zastrow, Pastor  

Mary Sprick, Secretary 

Jenny & Justine Huellinghoff 

Kathy Scheer, Choir Director 

 ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com 

ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com 

   

Order of Service 
The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.    

Romans 6:23 

HYMN LW 37 

13.  Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 

Within my heart, that it may be 

A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 

14.  My heart for very joy doth leap, 

My lips no more can silence keep; 

I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 

That sweetest ancient cradle-song: 

15.  Glory to God in highest heaven, 

Who unto us His Son hath given! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 

Opening Litany  
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P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Every good and perfect gift is from heaven above, 

C Coming down from the Father of lights. 

P We gather to celebrate the good and perfect gift of life. 

C And so with King Hezekiah we confess to you, O God— 

P In your love you save us from the pit of destruction. 

C You put all our sins behind your back. 

P The living, the living— 

C They praise you, as we are doing today. 

P The LORD will save us. 

C And we will sing all the days of our lives. 

P For the wages of sin is death. 

C But the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord! 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

HYMN LW 24 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!             

Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near;          

the Savior of the world is here.  

Life and salvation he doth bring;            

therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise           
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your joyful songs of praise. 

 

P On this 4
th

 midweek service in Advent we light a candle        

and call it Life. 

(The 4
th

 purple candle is lit.)  

P When we were slaves to sin— 

C Those things resulted in death. 

P But now that we have been set free from sin— 

C The result is eternal life. 

P For the wages of sin is death. 

C But the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord! 

HYMN LW 24 

 

Fling wide the portals of your heart;        

make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ,              

adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov’reign enter in           

and new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise             

for word and deed and grace! 

Confession and Absolution 

P Let us confess our sins to God, our kind and merciful 

Father. 

C We have looked for life in all the wrong places. 
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P We believe that when people approve of us— 

C Then we’ll really live. 

P We believe that when we have enough money— 

C Then we’ll really live. 

P We believe that when we get control of situations and 

circumstances— 

C Then we’ll really live. 

P We believe that when we get that job, that raise, that 

promotion— 

C Then we’ll really live. 

P We believe that when we go on that vacation, experience 

that place, dine at that restaurant—  

C Then we’ll really live. Forgive us, Father, for placing 

our affection in all the wrong places and on all the 

wrong people. 

P Hear the best news you will ever hear! I declare to you that 

in him you have forgiveness, love and life. A righteous 

Helper comes to thee. His chariot is humility, his kingly 

crown is holiness, his scepter, pity in distress. The end of 

all our woe he brings. Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 

To Christ the Savior raise your grateful hymns of praise. 

For the wages of sin is death. 

C But the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus        

our Lord 

HYMN LW 24 

Redeemer, come and open wide           

my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide! 
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O enter with thy grace divine;           

thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on         

until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame             

we offer to thy name. 

Prayer of the Day  

Old Testament Reading … Isaiah 38:17-20 

CHOIR 

Epistle Reading … Romans 6:20-23 

Gospel Reading … John 1:1-5 

HYMN LW 14 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 

Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

Then cleansed be every life from sin; 

Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare  

For Christ to come and enter there. 

We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without your grace we waste away 

Like flowers that wither and decay. 

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 

And make us rise to fall no more; 
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Oh, let your face upon us shine 

And fill the world with love divine. 

Sermon 

Offering 

Prayers  

P Heavenly Father, we thank you for life and the new life we 

have in Jesus. The thief comes to kill and steal and destroy. 

But Christ comes to give life—abundant life. O Christ, you 

came that we might have life, 

C and have it abundantly. 

P Christ is the Bread of Life. He is the Resurrection and the 

Life. Christ is the Way and the Truth and the Life. O 

Christ, you came that we might have life, 

C and have it abundantly. 

P Thank you Jesus, that you left your life in heaven to give 

your life on earth. You laid down your life for us and took 

it back again on the third day. O Christ, you came that we 

might have life, 

C and have it abundantly. 

P We ask you to be with us through every season of life, 

during toddlerhood and childhood, during adolescence and 

adulthood, during old age. O Christ, you came that we 

might have life, 

C and have it abundantly. 

P We ask you to be with us during every time of life, during 

joys and sorrows, during highs and lows, during pain and 

pleasure. O Christ, you came that we might have life, 



8 

 

C and have it abundantly. 

 P Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life. O Christ, you came that we might have life, 

C and have it abundantly. 

P Amen. 

    Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 

P Jesus comes to give life: forgiven life, abundant life, joyful 

life, hopeful life, resurrection life! For the wages of sin is 

death. 

C But the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord! 

HYMN LW 26 

The King shall come when morning dawns  

And light triumphant breaks,  

When beauty gilds the eastern hills  

And life to joy awakes. 

Not as of old a little child,  

To bear and fight and die,  

But crowned with glory like the sun  

That lights the morning sky. 

 

  By Dean Nadasdy and Reed Lessing. © 2016                            

Creative Communications for the Parish. All rights reserved.  


