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AS WE GATHER: We are often tempted to think we 

deserve something better. If things don’t go as planned, if 

crisis hits, or we are lacking happiness, we begin to question 

things. It happens in life, and it also happens as a temptation 

in our life of faith. We are not left alone in our wishing or our 

wondering about our Savior Jesus Christ and what He has 

done for us. His Word of truth reminds us of His works and 

His ways. In today’s Lessons, Isaiah gives a message of 

future hope to the hopeless people; James reminds us of the 

Lord’s attributes even in times of our suffering; and in a time 

of questioning for the imprisoned John the Baptist, Jesus 

brings a message of hope and confidence in his time of need. 

Though we are sinful and no person deserves something 

“better,” by God’s grace, we, too, receive that same reminder 

and message of hope of who God is and what He’s done 

through Christ this Advent season and each day 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: You came, Lord Jesus, as 

the Promised One when the time was fulfilled. And we know 

You will come again at Your time. We see that darkness 

overtakes the earth and causes suffering, pain, and fear. Yet in 

this darkness, a great light has risen up. Through Your Word 

and Sacraments, let the light be so clear that all people walk 

in it; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: As we continue in this season of Advent, we 

begin this time of worship and recall our 

baptismal grace. In the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: To the Father, who made the heavens and the 

earth and humanity as the crown of His 

creation, 

People: set us free. 

 

Pastor: To the Son, who came to be a prisoner to sin 

and death so that we could be free, 

People: come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor: To the Holy Spirit, who releases the chains of 

our captive souls and points us to our Savior, 

People: set us free. Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Matthew 11:4–
5; Isaiah 35:10; Psalm 119:105 

 

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, this wreath and the candles 

progressively lit each week remind us that Jesus 

Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and 

lead us into the light of His glorious kingdom. 

In this Advent season of preparing our hearts 

and minds to receive the promised Savior given 

and born for us, we are assured that no matter 

what trials we may face, Jesus’ works of 

salvation show that He is the Promised One. 
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“Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what 

you hear and see: 

People: the blind receive their sight and the lame 

walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, 

and the dead are raised up, and the poor 

have good news preached to them.’ ” 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

Lord Jesus, Savior and King, the true light who 

comes into this world, bless us as we light this 

candle in preparation for Your coming. Enter 

our hearts and minds with the light of Your love 

that we may welcome and receive You with joy 

as true and eternal King; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and 

come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they 

shall obtain gladness and joy, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

People: and a light to my path.  
 

HYMN “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LW 33 (stanzas 

1-4) 

 

Let the earth now praise the Lord, 

Who has truly kept his word 

And at last to us did send 

Christ, the sinner’s help and friend. 
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What the fathers most desired, 

What the prophets’ heart inspired, 

What they longed for many a year, 

Stands fulfilled in glory here. 

 

Abram’s promised great reward, 

Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord 

Him of twofold race behold 

Truly came, as long foretold. 

 

Welcome, O my Savior, now! 

Joyful, Lord, to you I bow. 

Come into my heart, I pray; 

Oh, prepare yourself a way! 

 

As your coming was in peace, 

Quiet, full of gentleness, 

Let the same mind dwell in me 

Which is yours eternally. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins before God and one 

another. 

 

Silence for meditation 

 

Pastor: We come humbly before You, O Lord, 

recognizing that we have not always responded 

to Your grace in faithfulness and obedience. 

Often we feel we deserve more or better, 

forgetting and rejecting Your Word and Your 

works of salvation. 
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People: At times, we are lured by the world’s 

deceptions, consumed by greed, passion, and 

desire. We fail to be thoroughly grounded in 

Your Word. Forgive us, dear Lord, for 

rejoicing in the temporal treasures on earth 

instead of the eternal treasures of heaven. 
 

Pastor: We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. 

People: Forgive my impatience and my neglect. By 

Your Spirit, lead me to greater faith, 

obedience, service, and repentance until 

Your call to eternal glory comes. 
 

HYMN “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LW 33 (stanza 

5) 

Bruise for me the Serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to you in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

 

Pastor: Our Lord invites us to come and see what He 

has done—He has given us solid promises that 

guard our faith in days of sorrow, suffering, 

confusion, conflict, and pain. He has sent His 

Son to be the Word of life. Therefore, as a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and 

through the work of our Savior Jesus Christ, all 

of your sins are forgiven in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 

HYMN “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LW 33 (stanza 

6) 
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Then when you will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see your face, 

Freely ransomed by your grace. 

 

INTROIT (spoken by all) Psalm 71:14–18; antiphon: 

Philippians 4:4 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; 

   again I will say, Rejoice. 

I will hope continually 

   and will praise You yet more and more. 

My mouth will tell of Your righteous acts, of 

Your deeds of salvation all the day, 

   for their number is past my knowledge. 

With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I 

will come; 

   I will remind them of Your righteousness, 

Yours alone. 

O God, from my youth You have taught me, 

   and I still proclaim Your wondrous deeds. 

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do 

not forsake me, 

   until I proclaim Your might to another 

generation, Your power to all those to come. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son   

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

KYRIE (All) 

Lord have mercy upon us,  

Christ have mercy upon us, 

  Lord have mercy upon us.   



8 

 

 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with your spirit. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our 

prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts 

by Your gracious visitation; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1–10 (The 

glories to be seen at the coming of our Lord) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL (All) Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

   Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

   righteous and having salvation. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

   From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

 

CHOIR “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” 
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EPISTLE James 5:7–11 (Patience in suffering as we wait 

for the Lord) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE (All) Matthew 11:10b  

 

Alleluia. Behold, I send My messenger before 

Your face, who will prepare Your way before 

You. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2–15 (In John the Baptist’s 

doubt, Jesus affirms He is the Promised One by the evidence 

of His ministry.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

eleventh chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CREED Apostles’ Creed 

 

People: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 

of the Virgin Mary; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died and was buried; 
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He descended into Hell; the third day he rose 

again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy 

Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “On Jordon’s Bank” LW 14 

 

SERMON 
 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY (p.  175 in hymnal) 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,           

and renew a right spirit within me,         

Cast me not away from Thy presence;           

and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.              

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation;   

and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth 

  as it is in heaven; 
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 give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses 

  as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

  and the power and the glory 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 
HYMN “Hark the Glad Sound” LW 29 

 

Pastor: We give You thanks, Christ our Redeemer, that 

You have freed us from the chains of sin and 

fear with Your bonds of love for the forgiveness 

of sins. Increase our faith to help us to place our 

lives in the truth of Your works for our 

salvation that we may live in Your freedom as 

joyful people. In Your name we pray. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION Matthew 11:4–5 

 

Pastor: Go and tell what you hear and see: 

People: the blind receive their sight and the lame 

walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, 

and the dead are raised up, and the poor 

have good news preached to them. 
 

Pastor: The Lord is coming soon. 

People: Come, Lord Jesus, come to set us free. 

 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. 
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The Lord look upon you with favor and  give 

you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Part 1. Copyright © 

2016 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with us 

today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship service on this Third Sunday of Advent.  Please 

join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the guest 

register near the front entrance with your name, address 

and Church affiliation. 

 

E-stewardship: The Ebenezer web site 

(ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com) now has a “Donate” 

button. It's a convenient way to support our ministry with a 

PayPal account or credit card. Members, be sure to click the + 

sign after entering the amount. You'll be prompted to provide 

your contribution envelope number (optional), which will 

ensure your donation is recorded properly in your name. 

PayPal will deduct a small amount (about 3% plus 30 cents 

per transaction) before Ebenezer receives the deposit, but the 

donor will not be charged any fees. A PayPal account is not 

required to donate with a credit card, but there is a link on the 

web site if you would like to create one. 

 

Members please pick up your 2017 offering envelopes at 

the Church entrance. The accuracy of your contribution 

record depends on your envelope number being correct, so be 

sure to check it, both on the box’s address label and the 

envelopes themselves. It should be the same as in 2016. Also 

please report any address corrections to Mary Sprick. 
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Stewardship Thoughts: Matthew 11:10 “This is he of 

whom it is written, "' Behold, I send my messenger before 

your face, who will prepare your way before you.'” John 

prepared the way for Jesus by preaching repentance. Then, 

when Jesus' ministry was complete and He was raised from 

the dead, He sent out his disciples to preach “repentance and 

the forgiveness of sins.” We never outgrow the need for 

repentance – for examining our lives, turning away from our 

pet sins, and turning toward Jesus in faith to receive his 

forgiveness and strength for a renewed life of godliness. 

 

A Quote from Martin Luther for the THIRD SUNDAY IN 

ADVENT - Matt. 11:2–15: “Grace is ineffective if the sin is 

not first revealed and recognized through the Law. In 

Matthew 11:5 the Lord Jesus says Himself that He preaches 

the Gospel to the poor and to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel, that is to those who because of the Law feel they are 

lost.” LW 15:331 Quotation from Luther’s Works, American Edition (56 

vols.; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House and Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 

1955–1986). 

 

Children’s Christmas Eve Service 7:00 PM – The 

Children’s Christmas Service - The Friendly Beasts presents 

the Christmas story through scripture readings and hymns.  

All children from Pre-school to 8
th

 grade are invited to 

participate in this beautiful Candlelight Service.  The children 

will read the Christmas story, sing carols, act out the 

Christmas story, and have the congregation participate in 

praise to our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Special musical numbers 

will be performed by our high school and junior high youth. 

The last rehearsal for this special service will be Saturday, 

December 17, 10:00 – 11:00 AM. 

 

A big THANK YOU to all who helped with the dinner 

Sunday, by making food, serving food and helping with 
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the clean up.  The afternoon was enjoyed by all because 

you were willing to give of your time and efforts to help.  

It was greatly appreciated.  Thank you so much! 

Approximately 70 people attended. Pictures from the 

dinner will be on the back table soon! 

The Senior Citizens sure enjoyed the dinner also.  

THANK YOU from all of us also!!!!  It sure was fun to see 

Santa Claus here!!!! 

 

Poinsettias – We have placed our order with Seitter’s Flower 

Market in New Haven for 25 poinsettias that will be placed in 

our Church this Christmas.  The poinsettias will be picked up 

on December 17
th

. 

 

New Year’s Day Country Church Tour – Our Church has 

been invited to participate in an open church tour of country 

churches in Franklin County.  We will have our sanctuary 

open on New Year’s Day from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM for 

people to tour and see our holiday decorations.  The 

organizers of the tour are aware that we have a worship 

service on January 1, 2017 at 10:00 AM and it is open to the 

public.  It is quite an honor for us to be included on this tour! 

 

Please consider a “Blessings from the Table” cookbook or 

some RADA cutlery for a Christmas gift.  Please see 

Nancy Quinn for more information. 

 

“Portals of Prayer” booklets for January through March, 

2017 are available on the table at the back of Church. 

 
Church Directory Pages are available on the table at the 

back of Church.  Please take the pages home to update your 

Church directory. 
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Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday                        Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday                 Ruth Marschel 

Choir Director                         Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday             Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday               Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild                               Barb Kassebaum and 

                                           Jenny Huellinghoff 

Acolytes                                       Confirmation Class 

Bell Ringer                              Trent Huellinghoff 

 

Offerings and Attendance – Sunday 

Weekly Contributions                          $1,889.00 

Plate                                                              46.00 

Sunday School                                             18.75 

Sausage Sales                                               21.00 

Portals of Prayer                                           6.00 

Lutheran Witness                                        17.00 

Advent Offerings                                         16.00 

                                                                $2,013.75 

 

Attendance:          Saturday Worship    20 

                               Sunday Worship       80 

 

YTD Thrivent     $5,821.00 

 

Offerings and Attendance – Advent Services 

Advent Offerings                          $214.00 

Weekly Contributions                    755.00 

Plate                                                   47.00 

                                                     $1,016.00 

 

Attendance:     Wednesday Worship      27 

                          Thursday Morning Worship   14 
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This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Monday                    Adult Class  6:30 PM 

 

Wednesday              Confirmation  6:30 M 

                                  Choir    6:30 PM 

                                 Advent Worship  7:00 PM 

 

Thursday                Advent Worship in fellowship 

                                 Hall  10:00 AM 

                                 Brune/Phelps 

                                 Wedding Rehearsal  6:00 PM 

 

Saturday                 Children’s Rehearsal   

                                 10:00 – 11:00 AM 

                                 Brune/Phelps Wedding  1:00 PM 

                                 Worship   3:00 PM 

 

 

There are several “Pray” magnets on the table at the back 

of Church.  Please take one or two home to attach to  

something metal.   


