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Order of Service 
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved  

 us and sent his Son.1 John 4:10 

HYMN LW 37 

5.  "These are the tokens ye shall mark: 

The swaddling-clothes and manger dark; 

There ye shall find the Infant laid 

By whom the heavens and earth were made." 

6.  Now let us all with gladsome cheer 

Go with the shepherds and draw near 

To see the precious gift of God, 

Who hath His own dear Son bestowed. 

7.  Give heed, my heart, lift up thine eyes! 

What is it in yon manger lies? 

Who is this child, so young and fair? 

The blessed Christ-child lieth there. 
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8.  Welcome to earth, Thou noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

Thou com'st to share my misery; 

What thanks shall I return to Thee? 

Opening Litany  

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the       

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Every good and perfect gift is from heaven above, 

C Coming down from the Father of lights. 

P We gather to celebrate the good and perfect gift of love. 

C For God so loved the world that he gave his one and      

only Son 

P That whoever believes in him shall not perish but have        

eternal life. 

C Though the mountains be shaken, 

P And the hills be removed, 

C God’s unfailing love will not be shaken, 

P Nor his covenant of peace be removed. 

C Let us love one another, for love comes from God! 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

P On this 2
nd

 midweek service in Advent we light a candle        

and call it Love. 

(The 2
nd

 purple candle is lit.)  

P This is love. 
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C Not that we loved God, 

P But that he loved us. 

C We call this candle Love because God showed his love     

among us 

P And sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

C Let us love one another, for love comes from God! 

HYMN LW 79 

I lay in fetters, groaning;             

you came to set me free.                

I stood, my shame bemoaning;            

you came to honor me.                         

A glorious crown you give me,                

a treasure safe on high          

That will not fail or leave me              

as earthly riches fly. 

Confession and Absolution 

P Let us confess our sins to our loving and gracious heavenly 

Father. Love is patient. 

C But we grow impatient. 

P Love is kind. 

C But we push and shove. 

P Love does not envy. 

C But we covet and demand. 

P Love does not boast. 

C But we are pompous and proud. 
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P Love keeps no record of wrongs. 

C But we compute, calculate, catalog and refuse to let it go. 

P Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres. 

C But our love is fickle, finite and so frequently fails.  

P I announce the grace of God to you, for in the name of      

Jesus you have God’s sure and certain unfailing love—     

sin’s debt, that fearful burden, cannot his love erase.     

Your guilt the Lord will pardon and cover by his grace.         

He comes, for you procuring the peace of sin forgiven.              

His children thus securing eternal life in heaven.  

C Let us love one another, for love comes from God! 

HYMN LW 79 

Love caused your incarnation;           

love brought you down to me.        

Your thirst for my salvation             

procured my liberty.                  

Oh, love beyond all telling,            

that led you to embrace               

In love, all love excelling,            

our lost and fallen race. 

Prayer of the Day  

Old Testament Reading … Isaiah 54:7-10 

CHOIR 

Epistle Reading … 1 John 4:7-11 

Gospel Reading … John 3:13-17 

HYMN LW 33 
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Let the earth now praise the Lord, 

Who has truly kept his word 

And at last to us did send 

Christ, the sinner’s help and friend. 

What the fathers most desired, 

What the prophets’ heart inspired, 

What they longed for many a year, 

Stands fulfilled in glory here. 

Abram’s promised great reward, 

Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord 

Him of twofold race behold 

Truly came, as long foretold. 

Welcome, O my Savior, now! 

Joyful, Lord, to you I bow. 

Come into my heart, I pray; 

Oh, prepare yourself a way! 

As your coming was in peace, 

Quiet, full of gentleness, 

Let the same mind dwell in me 

Which is yours eternally. 

Bruise for me the Serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to you if faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

Then when you will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see your face, 

Freely ransomed by your grace. 
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Sermon 

Offering 

Prayers  

P God of all love, help us love our families by extending 

grace instead of holding grudges; by caring instead of 

being overly critical; and by expressing great delight 

instead of bombarding them with our selfish demands. Let 

your love for us 

C live through us. 

P God of all love, empower us to love our sisters and 

brothers in Christ by being more humble instead of 

haughty; by being more compassionate instead of callous; 

and by being more forgiving instead of focusing on their 

faults. Let your love for us 

C live through us. 

P God of all love, empower us to love the world by showing 

them more of Jesus and less of our judgment; by showing 

them more patience and less of our pretense; and by 

showing them more comfort and less of our unloving 

condemnation. Let your love for us 

C live through us. 

P God of all love, empower us to love our enemies by 

rejecting revenge and choosing redemption; by rejecting 

accusation and choosing restoration; and by rejecting 

hatred and choosing your pathway to hope and healing. Let 

your love for us 

C live through us. 
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P God of all love, you so loved the world that you gave us 

Jesus. And with him we have your unfailing love, your 

permanent and perpetual love. Let your love for us 

C live through us. 

P Amen.                   

    Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 

P May you grasp how wide and long and high and deep is          

the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 

knowledge. And may the blessing of almighty God—        

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit—bless you now and    

forevermore. 

C Let us love one another. For love comes from God!  

HYMN HS98 805 “The Angel Gabriel” 

1  The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

'All hail,' said he, 'thou lowly maiden Mary, 

most highly favoured lady.' 

Gloria! 

4  Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ was born 

in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas mom, 

and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say 

'Most highly favoured lady.'               

Gloria!                              
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