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AS WE GATHER: “Say you’re sorry!” Such words are 

often said by a parent to a child when a wrong has occurred, 

usually intended to be a lesson for the child in teaching that 

actions have consequences. As we hear the Word of God 

today from Matthew 3, we also come to realize that our 

actions have consequences. Yet it is not just actions, but also 

thoughts and inactions, and the consequences of our sinful 

nature. The Lord doesn’t tell us to just, “Say you’re sorry!” 

Through His Word and through His servants like John the 

Baptist, He calls us to repent—to not just speak an apology, 

but to turn away from sin and turn to Him. In this Advent 

season of preparation to receive our Savior born for us, we 

also prepare like the people of John the Baptist’s time through 

this ongoing and continuing action of repentance. Moved to 

repentance by faith, we are then able to live as His people, 

bear fruit in His name, and continue to be united as one and 

“together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 15:6). 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Lord of life and light, as 

Your Word and call to repentance was spoken by John the 

Baptist, so speak to us now through that same Word to 

prepare the way and make straight the paths to receive and 

welcome Your only-begotten Son that we may have life and 

bear fruit in Your name; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
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God, now and forever. Amen 

 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

DIVINE SERVICE HS98, page 6 

HYMNS 848, 847, 801, 850, 855 

 

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with us 

today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship service on this Second Sunday of Advent.  

Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  Please sign the 

guest register near the front entrance with your name, 

address and Church affiliation. 

 

 Members please pick up your 2017 offering envelopes at 

the Church entrance. The accuracy of your contribution 

record depends on your envelope number being correct, so be 

sure to check it, both on the box’s address label and the 

envelopes themselves. It should be the same as in 2016. Also 

please report any address corrections to Mary Sprick. 

 

Senior Citizens Dinner – We hope our Senior Citizens will 

plan to stay for our Senior Citizens Dinner today after our 

Church service in the dining hall.  This dinner is sponsored by 

the Sunday School children, Confirmation class and high 

school youth of our congregation.  Please plan to stay for our 

special guest!! 

 

Midweek Advent Services – Please plan to attend one of our 

Mid-week Advent Services this week.  Advent Worship will 

be held Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM and on Thursday 

morning in the fellowship hall at 10:00 AM.  We join with the 
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people of God in waiting in hope for the promised Messiah to 

arrive.  Let the words, Scripture verses, hymns, litanies and 

prayers of this worship experience point you to the divine 

Gift of Hope we get to “unwrap” this Advent season because 

of Jesus’ birth!  This week’s service is based on John 3:13-17, 

(The Gift of Love) looks at how the steadfast love of God is 

revealed in the gift of His son and how we, as the redeemed 

people of God, have the privilege of sharing His love with 

others. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 7:00 PM 

 

The Friendly Beasts - Children's Christmas Service presents 

the Christmas story through scripture readings and hymns. All 

children from Pre-school to 8
th

 grade are invited to participate 

in this beautiful Candle Light Service. The children will read 

the Christmas story, sing carols, act out the Christmas story, 

and have the congregation participate in praise to our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. Special musical numbers will be performed by 

our high school and junior high youth.  

 

Please note that the rehearsals for this service are: 

December 10, 10:00AM – 11:00 AM 

December 17, 10:00AM – 11:00 AM 

 

A Note of Appreciation – Thank you to all the people who 

stayed to help decorate the Church and Dining Hall, and set 

up the Nativity Scene last Sunday.  We certainly appreciated 

the lunch that was served also. 

 

Poinsettias – We have placed our order with Seitter’s Flower 

Market for 25 poinsettias that will be placed in our Church 

this Christmas.  The poinsettias will be picked up on 

December 17
th

. 
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Church Directory Pages are available on the table at the 

back of Church.  Please take the pages home to update your 

Church directory. 

 

Advent Season Devotionals – There are still some Advent 

Devotional books on the table at the back of Church.  Please 

take one home to enjoy this Advent Season! 

 

Please read the December Newsletter for more 

information! 

 

Please consider a “Blessings from the Table” cookbook or 

some RADA cutlery for a Christmas gift.  Please see 

Nancy Quinn for more information. 

 

 

Luther Quotes: During this year of celebration of the 500
th

 

Anniversary of the Reformation we will quote from Dr. 

Martin Luther on the lessons for each Sunday. This week’s 

quote from a Luther writing is based from our Holy Gospel 

lesson, Matthew 3:1-12. 

 

“He (John) ... instructs those who are terrified by his harsh 

sermon and whose hearts are filled with concern how they 

might escape the wrath to come. He directs them to the true 

Light, who forgives penitent sinners their transgressions, 

illumines them to eternal life, and baptizes them with the 

Holy Spirit and with Fire. He points out the Light, Christ, to 

them saying: ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, which takes away 

the sins of the world, and not only yours.’” LW 22:62 
Quotation from Luther’s Works, American Edition  

(56 vols.; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House and Philadelphia: Fortress 

Press, 1955–1986).  
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A Stewardship Thought based on today’s Gospel Reading: 
Matthew 3:1-2 “In those days John the Baptist came 

preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 "Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand."” John prepared the way for 

Jesus by preaching repentance. Then, when Jesus' ministry 

was complete and He was raised from the dead, He sent out 

his disciples to preach “repentance and the forgiveness of 

sins.” We never outgrow the need for repentance – for 

examining our lives, turning away from our pet sins, and 

turning toward Jesus in faith to receive his forgiveness and 

strength for a renewed life of godliness. 

 

Luther Comments on the Holy Family:  

Luther discusses the story of Joseph and Mary traveling to 

Bethlehem: 

The inn was full. No one would release a room to this 

pregnant woman. She had to go to a cow stall and there bring 

forth the Maker of all creatures because nobody would give 

way. Shame on you, wretched Bethlehem! The inn ought to 

have been burned with brimstone, for even though Mary had 

been a beggar maid or unwed, anybody at such a time would 

have been glad to give her a hand. There are many of you in 

this congregation who think to yourselves: “If only I had been 

there! How quick I would have been to help the baby! I would 

have washed his linen! How happy I would have been to go 

with the shepherds to see the Lord lying in the manger!” Yes 

you would! You say that because you know how great Christ 

is, but if you had been there at that time you would have done 

no better than the people of Bethlehem. Childish and silly 

thoughts are these! Why don’t you do it now? You have Christ 

in your neighbor. You ought to serve Him, for what you do to 

your neighbor in need you do to the Lord Christ Himself. 
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This last quote is so powerful. One of the wonders about this 

season is the emphasis on what the Lord has given to us. This 

should encourage us to live more fully and completely for 

Him! Oh, how many lessons there are for those who claim 

Jesus as Lord and Savior in these days of Advent and 

Christmas!  

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday     Laura Nichols 

Organist Sunday           Ruth Marschel 

Choir Director                Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday   Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday          Wilbert Baumann 

Altar Guild                         Barb Kassebaum and 

                                            Jenny Huellinghoff 

Acolytes                             Confirmation Class 

Bell Ringer                      Cody Adams 

 

Offerings and Attendance - Sunday 

Weekly Contributions                    $11,270.00 

Plate                                                        219.88 

Sunday School                                         19.59 

Sausage Sales                                           14.00 

Poinsettias                                                35.98 

Thanksgiving Offerings                          15.00 

Tom Shearman Memorials                   150.00 

Advent Offering                                         1.00 

                                                          $11,725.45 

 

Attendance:          Saturday Worship      17 

                               Sunday Worship         77 

 

Sunday School Attendance:      Children   6 

                                                     Adults      17 
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Offerings and Attendance – Advent Services 

Advent Offerings                       $143.00 

Weekly Contributions                 100.00 

Sunday School Contribution        20.00 

Plate                                                17.00 

                                                     $280.00 

 

Attendance:     Wednesday evening service   31 

                           Thursday morning service   11 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

Monday                            Adult Class  6:30 PM 

Tuesday                            Elder’s Meeting  7:00 PM 

Wednesday                       Confirmation  6:30 PM 

                                           Choir   6:30 PM 

                                           Advent Worship  7:00 PM 

Thursday                           Advent Worship in Fellowship 

                                            Hall  10:00 AM 

Saturday                            Christmas Program Rehearsal 

                                            10:00 – 11:00 AM 

                                            Cub Scouts Holiday Luncheon 

                                            Worship  3:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


