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AS WE GATHER: We say “Thank you” when a waiter 

brings our food. We say “Thank you” when someone holds 

the door open for us. We say “Thank you” when a friend 

spots us a few dollars. This is what we do when we recognize 

someone has given us something. Tomorrow, the United 

States celebrates Thanksgiving. On a day like today, it is 

good and proper to thank the person who prepares your meal. 

It is good and proper to thank parents and farmers and 

firefighters and all the many people who give us so much. 

Yet, there is someone far more important to thank. “Every 

good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 

from the Father of lights” (James 1:17). Today, we focus on 

the giver of all the good gifts we have received, from the food 

we eat and the air we breathe all the way to the greatest gift: 

Jesus Himself. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: Heavenly Father, You 

daily give us all we need for our bodies and our souls. Move 

us to be thankful people for every blessing Your hands 

shower down on us. Keep us mindful of Your love and grace 

in every gift; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

 

mailto:ebenezerlutheran@hotmail.com
http://ebenezerlutheranchurch.wordpress.com/
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
 

HYMN “Come, You Thankful People Come” LW 495  

 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 136:1–3 

 

Pastor: Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, 

People: for His steadfast love endures forever. 

Pastor: Give thanks to the God of gods, 

People: for His steadfast love endures forever. 

Pastor: Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

People: for His steadfast love endures forever. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: God defends me against all danger and guards and 

protects me from all evil. All this He does only out 

of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without 

any merit or worthiness in me. 

People: For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, 

serve and obey Him. 

Pastor: We have not done our duty. We have not thanked 

Him as He deserves. We have not praised Him as 

He deserves. We have not served Him as He 

deserves. We have not obeyed Him as He 

deserves. 

People: We have taken His gifts for granted. All too 

often we have forgotten the One who gave those 
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gifts. We have sinned. We pray to our Lord 

Jesus Christ: Be merciful to us, sinners. 

Pastor: Jesus has redeemed us, lost and condemned 

people, purchased and won us from all sins, from 

death, and from the power of the devil; not with 

gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood 

and with His innocent suffering and death. 

As a servant of Christ, I tell you: I forgive you all 

your sins! Be at peace; your guilt has been 

removed from you as far as the east is from the 

west! 

INTROIT Psalm 104:24, 27–28, 30; antiphon: v. 33 

 

All: I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;  

I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 

O LORD, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom 

have You made them all; 

the earth is full of Your creatures. 

These all look to You, 

to give them their food in due season. 

When You give it to them, they gather it up;  

when You open your hand, they are filled with good 

things. 

When You send forth Your Spirit, they are created,  

 and You renew the face of the ground. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

KYRIE 
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All: Lord have mercy upon us,  

Christ have mercy upon us,  

Lord have mercy upon us. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Now Thank We All Our God” LW 

443 

1.  Now thank we all our God 

With heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things hath done, 

In whom His world rejoices; 

Who from our mother's arms 

Hath blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, 

And still is ours today. 

 

2.  Oh, may this bounteous God 

Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 

And blessed peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace 

And guide us when perplexed 

And free us from all ills 

In this world and the next. 

 

3.  All praise and thanks to God 

The Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him who reigns 

With them in highest heaven: 

The one eternal God, 

Whom earth and heaven adore! 

For thus it was, is now, 

And shall be evermore. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

All: Almighty God, Your mercies are new every 

morning and You graciously provide for all our 

needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy 

Spirit that we may acknowledge Your goodness, 

give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in 

willing obedience all our days; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 8:1–10 (A 

good land) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR  “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 4:6–20 (In everything, give thanks!) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Psalm 136:1 

 

People: Alleluia. 

Pastor: Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for 

His steadfast love endures forever. 

People: Alleluia! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:11–19 (Was no one found to give 

thanks?) 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

seventeenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

CREED The First Article 

 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth. 

Pastor: What does this mean? 

People: I believe that God has made me and all 

creatures; that He has given me my body and 

soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason 

and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and 

drink, house and home, wife and children, land, 

animals, and all I have. He richly and daily 

provides me with all that I need to support this 

body and life. 

 

He defends me against all danger and guards 

and protects me from all evil. All this He does 

only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 

without any merit or worthiness in me. For all 

this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and 

obey Him. 

 

This is most certainly true. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Praise and Thanksgiving” LW 403 
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SERMON 

   

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING HYMN “We Praise You, O God” LW 494 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Pastor: Father in heaven, every good and perfect gift 

comes from You. You provide all we need for our 

lives. You protect our bodies from all harm. You 

give us families and friends to cheer and 

encourage us. 

People: We thank You for Your many blessings! 

Pastor: Lord Jesus, You give us Your forgiveness. You 

free us from sin, death, and the devil. 

People: We thank You for Your many blessings! 

Pastor: Blessed Holy Spirit, You called us to faith and 

adopted us as Your own children. 

People: We thank You for Your many blessings! 

 

Pastor: Father, as You have promised, preserve us. This 

world is dangerous. 

People: Hear us, Father! 

Pastor: Jesus, as You have promised, continue to forgive 

us. We fall into sin so often! 

People: Hear us, Jesus! 

Pastor: Holy Spirit, as You have promised, preserve us in 

our faith. Without you, we quickly fall away! 

People: Hear us, Spirit! 

 

Pastor: Father, bless those You have given to us to 

preserve us. Bless our government, our schools, 

and those who protect us day and night, such as 

doctors, firefighters, and police officers. 
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People: Bless Your people! 

Pastor: Jesus, bless those You have given to teach about 

You. Open the mouths of Your pastors to praise 

You and point all Your people to You. 

People: Bless Your people! 

Pastor: Spirit, bless those whom You use to tell others 

about You! Open the mouths of Your people to 

share what Jesus has done for all. 

People: Bless Your people! 

 

Pastor: Triune God, hear us in our private prayers as we 

lift up thankful voices to You. 

 

Silent prayer may follow. 

 

Pastor: Triune God, we lift our voices to You in thankful 

praise. Take all we have and use it to Your glory! 

People: Bless Your thankful people! Amen! 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

                  and forgive us our trespasses 

                  as we forgive those 

                  who trespass against us; 

                  and lead us not into temptation, 

                  but deliver us from evil. 

                  For Thine is the kingdom 

                  and the power and the glory 

                  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING COLLECT 

 

Pastor: We give thanks to You, Lord Jesus, for the 

blessings You have given us and to come to Your 
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Holy House! You give us all good things through 

Your promises. We praise You for removing our 

sins and strengthening our faith. Move us to 

always rejoice in Your many gifts; through Jesus 

Christ Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Pastor: The LORD bless you and keep you. 

The LORD make His face shine on you and be 

 gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and + give  

you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN “For the Fruits of His Creation” HS98 905 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Thank you to the Ebenezer Mission Society for the 

ingathering for the Leslie Food Pantry and Lutheran 

Family Services and to everyone who contributed to the 

ingathering! Also thank you for the Ebenezer Mission 

Society for decorating the church for Thanksgiving.  
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Thanksgiving Bible Verses for Meditation  

 

Psalm 31:19-20 

How abundant are the good things that you have stored up for 

those who fear you, that you bestow in the sight of all, on 

those who take refuge in you. In the shelter of your presence 

you hide them from all human intrigues; you keep them safe 

in your dwelling from accusing tongues. (NIV) 

 

Psalm 95 

O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful 

noise to the rock of our salvation. Let us come before his 

presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him 

with psalms. For the LORD is a great God, and a great King 

above all gods. In his hand are the deep places of the earth: 

the strength of the hills is his also. The sea is his, and he made 

it: and his hands formed the dry land. 

 

O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the 

LORD our maker. (KJV) 

 

Psalm 100 

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. Serve the 

LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 

Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, 

and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his 

pasture. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 

courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 

For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 

endureth to all generations. (KJV) 

 

Psalm 107:1,8-9 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures 

forever. Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing 

love and his wonderful deeds for mankind, for he satisfies the 

thirsty and fills the hungry with good things. (NIV) 
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Psalm 145:1-7 

I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for 

ever and ever. Every day I will praise you and extol your 

name for ever and ever. Great is the Lord and most worthy of 

praise; his greatness no one can fathom. One generation 

commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty 

acts. They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty—

and I will meditate on your wonderful works. They tell of the 

power of your awesome works—and I will proclaim your 

great deeds. They will celebrate your abundant goodness and 

joyfully sing of your righteousness. (NIV) 

 

Thanksgiving Day Prayer 

 

Our Father in Heaven, 

We give thanks for the pleasure 

Of gathering together for this occasion. 

We give thanks for this food 

Prepared by loving hands. 

We give thanks for life, 

The freedom to enjoy it all 

And all other blessings. 

As we partake of this food, 

We pray for health and strength 

To carry on and try to live as You would have us. 

This we ask in the name of Christ, 

Our Heavenly Father. Amen. 

 

 


