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Order of Service 
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope.    

Psalm 130:5  

HYMN LW 37 

From heaven above to earth I come 

To bear good news to every home; 

Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 

Whereof I now will say and sing: 

"To you this night is born a child 

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 

This little child, of lowly birth, 

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

"This is the Christ, our God and Lord, 

Who in all need shall aid afford; 

He will Himself your Savior be 

From all your sins to set you free. 

"He will on you the gifts bestow 

Prepared by God for all below, 
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That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 

You may with us His glory share. 

Opening Litany  

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the       

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Every good and perfect gift is from heaven above, 

C Coming down from the Father of lights. 

P We gather to celebrate the good and perfect gift of hope 

C As we wait eagerly for our adoption as children, the 

redemption of our bodies. 

P For in this hope we are saved 

C And in his name we put our hope. 

P His name is— 

C Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 

P Immanuel, Sun of Righteousness, the Desire of Nations,         

the Lion of the tribe of Judah.  

C Yet the name that is above every name is— 

P Jesus. 

C In his name we put our hope! 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

P On this 1
st
 midweekservice in Advent we light a candle        

and call it Hope. 
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(The first purple candle is lit.)  

P Paul writes in our second lesson that creation waits in     

eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 

C For creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own 

choice, but by the will of the One who subjected it,          

in hope. 

P In hope that creation itself will be liberated from its           

bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom          

of the children of God. 

C We call this candle Hope for it represents Paul’s hope       

and ours as well.  

P We hope for liberation from sin’s bondage and the             

glorious freedom which is ours in Jesus.  

C In his name we put our hope! 

HYMN LW 28 

Make ye straight what long was crooked;       

make the rougher places plain.                                                        

Let your hearts be true and humble,             

as befits his holy reign.             

For the glory of the Lord            

now o’er earth is shed abroad,           

And all flesh shall see the token             

that his Word is never broken. 

Confession and Absolution  

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C Out of the depths we cry to you. 

P O Lord, hear our prayer. Let your ears be attentive to our            
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cry for mercy. 

C If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who            

could stand? 

P But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 

C Merciful Father, we have placed our hope in people            

who cannot save, in promises that cannot deliver and             

in pleasures that will never satisfy. Let your ears be     

attentive to our cry for mercy. 

P I announce the grace of God to you, for in the name of           

Jesus you have this sure and certain hope—your sins our         

God will pardon, blotting out each dark misdeed. All that        

well deserved his anger, he no more will see or heed.               

God will change your pining sadness into ever springing  

gladness.  

C We put our hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is       

unfailing love and with him is full redemption. In his        

name we put our hope! 

HYMN LW 28 

"Comfort, comfort these my people,  

Speak of Peace!" so says our God.  

"Comfort these who sit in darkness  

Groaning under sin's dread rod.  

To my people I proclaim  

Pardon now in Jesus' name.  

Tell them that their sins I cover,  

That their warfare now is over!" 

Prayer of the Day  

Old Testament Reading … Psalm 130:5-8 
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CHOIR 

Epistle Reading … Romans 8:18-25 

Gospel Reading … Matthew 12:15-21 

HYMN LW 368 

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteous; 

No merit of my own I claim 

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

When darkness veils his lovely face, 

I ret on his unchanging grace; 

In every high and story gale  

My anchor holds within the veil. 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

His oath, his covenant, his blood 

Sustain me in the raging flood; 

When all supports are washed away,  

He then is all my hope and stay. 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

When he shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in him be found, 

Clothed in his righteousness alone,  

Redeemed to stand before the throne! 

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 
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Sermon 

Offering 

Prayers  

P My hope is built on nothing less, 

C than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

P God of all hope, we often feel overwhelmed by disappointment, 

bitterness and guilt. Yet even though we are surrounded by      

these trials and tumultuous times we are bold to pray: My                

hope is built on nothing less, 

C than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

P God of hope, sometimes we lose hope when we are crushed by 

heartbreak and heartache. And yet we are bold to pray:                       

My hope is built on nothing less, 

C than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

P God of all hope, we thank you that in the name of Jesus we              

have your promise of restoration, resurrection and new life.                 

In his name we are bold to pray: My hope is built on nothing            

less, 

C than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

P God of all hope, remove from us every empty hope and turn              

our hearts toward your promise that the day is surely coming          

when hope will give way to sight and perfect love. This day is          

why we are bold to pray: My hope is built on nothing less, 

C than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

P God of all hope, when Christ returns you will wipe every tear          

from our eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or           

crying or pain, for the old order of things will pass away. This              
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is our hope and we are bold to pray: My hope is built on nothing       

less, 

C than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

P   Amen.                    

    Lord’s Prayer 

Benediction 

P May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace, so that you 

may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. And 

may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, bless you now and forevermore. 

C In Jesus’ name we put our hope! Amen.  

HYMN LW 402 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,            

born to set thy people free;          

From our fears and sins release us;             

let us find our rest in thee.                

Israel’s Strength and Consolation,         

hope of all the earth thou art;                              

Dear desire of ev’ry nation,            

joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver,           

born a child and yet a King,         

Born to reign in us forever,           

now thy gracious kingdom bring.            

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;         

By thine all-sufficient merit,          

raise us to thy glorious throne.  
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