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AS WE GATHER: What do we do when an important guest 

is coming over to visit? We clean the house, prepare the 

dinner menu, put on nice clothes, and do many other things in 

anticipation. Beginning a new Church Year is also a time of 

getting ready. We prepare ourselves not to welcome just any 

important guest though, but once again to welcome the 

King—our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who comes in the 

flesh to His people. No matter our housecleaning, dinner 

plans, wardrobe, or anything else, the most important 

preparation we are called to is a readiness of our hearts and 

minds. This Advent season is a time of preparation—to 

prepare ourselves to welcome Him who came humbly as a 

king by earthly standards, yet the King we welcome by faith 

as Savior and Lord. More than that, we continually prepare 

ourselves in repentant joy to receive Him who humbly yet 

powerfully still comes to us in Word and Sacrament by His 

Holy Spirit. 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O Lord, as You came 

humbly as King into Jerusalem and humbly as a King in our 

flesh born into this world, set our eyes on Your kingdom that 

is not of this world. Grant us the continued gift of faith that 

we may humbly welcome and receive You as You come to us 

still in Your Word and Sacraments; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come” LW 13 

 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 

 

THE CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a 

true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our Help is 

in the name of the Lord. 

People:  Who made heaven and earth.  

 

Pastor:  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 

Lord.  

People: And Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.  

 

O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, 

miserable sinner, confess to you all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended you and justly deserved your 

punishment now and forever. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent 

of them, and I pray you of your boundless 

mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 

bitter sufferings and death of your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 

 

Pastor:  Upon this your confession I, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
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grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and 

by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:  Amen. 

 

INTROIT (Read in Unison) Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon Zechariah 

9:9b, alt. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

   righteous and having salvation. 

Save us, we pray, O LORD! 

   O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

LORD! 

   We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

The LORD is God, and He has made his light 

to shine upon us. 

   Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to 

the horns of the altar! 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to 

You; 

   You are my God; I will extol You. 

 

All Sing: GLORIA PATRI 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. 

 

KYRIE Lord have mercy upon us,  

Christ have mercy upon us, 

  Lord have mercy upon us.   

 

SALUTATION 
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Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with Your Spirit. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by 

Your protection we may be rescued from the 

threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your 

mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.; 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 2:1–5 (When the  

King comes, the mountain of the Lord will be established and  

there will be peace.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL  (Read by All) Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 

 righteous and having salvation. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord. 

From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

 

 

EPISTLE Romans 13:(8–10) 11–14 (Called to walk in the  

light at the coming of our Lord and King) 
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Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE 

Pastor: “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

People: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:1–11 (Jesus enters Jerusalem 

in humble yet kingly triumph on Palm Sunday.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 

twenty- first chapter. 

People: Glory Be to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

 

Pastor: Here ends the Gospel 

People:  Glory be to Thee, O Christ 

 

THE APOSTLES CREED 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary; 

Suffered and died under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified dead and buried; 

He descended into Hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; 
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From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 

the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Christian 

Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “The King Shall Come When 

Morning Dawns” LW 26 

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,          

and renew a right spirit within me,        

Cast me not away from Thy presence;          

and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.             

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation;   

and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.  

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING HYMN “We Give Thee But Thine Own” TLH 

441 

1.  We give Thee but Thine own, 

         Whate'er the gift may be; 

         All that we have is Thine alone, 

         A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2.  May we Thy bounties thus 

         As stewards true receive 

         And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 

         To Thee our first-fruits give! 
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THE PRAYERS 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

HYMN “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” TLH 56 

 

1.  Jesus came, the heavens adoring, 

         Came with peace from realms on high; 

         Jesus came for man's redemption, 

         Lowly came on earth to die; 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         Came in deep humility. 

 

 2.  Jesus comes again in mercy 

         When our hearts are bowed with care; 

         Jesus comes again in answer 

         To an earnest, heartfelt prayer; 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         Comes to save us from despair. 

 

3.  Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, 

         Bringing news of sins forgiven; 

         Jesus comes in sounds of gladness, 

         Leading souls redeemed to heaven. 

         Alleluia! Alleluia! 

         Now the gate of death is riven. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Part 4. Copyright © 

2016 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
 

Happy New Year! Beginning the New Church with the Advent 

season, we welcome our members and guests who are here with 

us today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship service. Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  

Please sign the guest register near the front entrance with your 

name, address and Church affiliation. 

 
Decorating Church for Christmas – This Sunday, November 

27
th

, we will be decorating the Church and Dining hall for 

Christmas.  Anyone who could take about an hour or hour and a 

half of time after Church that day to help would be greatly 

appreciated.  We need some strong men to bring up the tree and set 

it up and to take the tree for the dining hall down from upstairs.  

We also need some people to decorate the trees, (some men for the 

upstairs tree) and put up the window decorations and hang the 

wreaths.  If you can help out, the job will go quickly.  Many hands 

make light work.  We will have a light lunch to enjoy also.  Your 

help will be appreciated!!! 

 

Midweek Advent Services will begin this Wednesday at 7:00 PM 

and again this Thursday at 10:00 AM in the church fellowship hall. 

We join with the people of God in waiting in hope for the 

promised Messiah to arrive. Let the words, Scripture verses, 

hymns, litanies and prayers of this worship experience point you to 

the divine Gift of Hope we get to “unwrap” this Advent season 

because of Jesus’ birth. 

 

Ladies Aid Christmas Party – Friday, December 2, 2016 the 

ladies and friends of the congregation are invited to be our guests     

for lunch at 12:00 noon and a special presentation on Katie 

Luther given by Bonnie Bauche Matzat.  Plan to join us for a 

delicious meal and fellowship. 

 

Senior Citizens Dinner – Mark your calendar for Sunday, 

December 4, 2016 when we will have our annual senior 
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dinner sponsored by the Sunday School children, 

Confirmation class, and high school youth of our 

congregation.  Plan to join us for dinner after Church in the 

dining hall and stay for our special guest! 

 

Please note – Updated/outdated Church directory pages are 

available on the table at the back of Church.  Please take the 

pages home to update your Church directory. 

 

Advent Season Devotionals - There are Advent Devotional 

books on the table at the back of Church now.  Please take 

one home to begin the Advent Season! 
 

We have pork sausage for sale in the freezer downstairs at 

$7.00 per package.  Each package contains 10 links of sausage.  

You may put your payment in the collection plate or put it in 

the Church office.  ENJOY! 

 

Thank You for all the support and donations to the Lutheran 

Family and Children’s Services and the Leslie Food Bank 

food drives during this Thanksgiving season. Many people 

will be fed by your generous gifts. We also thank the 

Ebenezer Mission Society for assisting in this worthwhile 

food drive and decorating the church for Thanksgiving.  
 

“I Love My Church” T-Shirts – There is still time to get a 

T-shirt with our Church’s name.  We hope to order more that 

will be delivered by Christmas.  If you are interested in 

ordering a T-shirt, see the box in the back of Church for order 

forms and instructions.  Please try to order by this Sunday, 

November 27
th

. 

  

To the Members of Ebenezer – The family of Leland Unger 

wishes to express their thanks and appreciation for their 

visits, prayers and gifts of food during Leland’s illness.  
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Special thanks to Pastor Zastrow for his visits and comforting 

words to Leland.  Your kindness and love shown to us will 

never be forgotten. 

 

PLEASE READ THE DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 

 

 

Those Serving Today 

Organist Saturday            Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday               Ruth Marschel 

Choir Director                 Kathy Scheer 

Head Usher Saturday      Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday      Lee Kassebaum 

Altar Guild                 Janice Meyer 

Acolytes                    Confirmation Class 

Bell Ringer                        Corey Adams 

 

Offerings and Attendance 

 

Weekly Contributions                    $1,308.00 

Plate                                                     46.50 

Sunday School                                    32.50 

Shearman Memorial                        220.00 

Unger Memorial                                10.00 

Sausage Sales                                     49.00 

Poinsettia orders                                85.00 

Thanksgiving Offerings                    46.00 

                                                          $1,797.00 
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Thanksgiving Service 

 

Thanksgiving Offerings                      $340.00 

Plate                                                      46.00 

Weekly Contribution                        5.00 

Advent Offering                                       10.00 

Poinsettia Orders                                     26.50 

Sausage Sales                                           35.00 

                                                               $462.50 

 

Thanksgiving Worship Attendance          52 

Worship Attendance:      Saturday Worship      17 

                             Sunday Worship        65 

 

Sunday School:       Children     9 

                                  Adults       20 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Monday             Adult Class 6:30 PM 

Wednesday        Choir Practice   6:30 PM  

                        Confirmation  6:30 PM 

                                Advent Worship  7:00 PM 

Thursday                 Advent Worship 10:00 AM 

Friday   Ladies Aid Luncheon 12:00 

Saturday               Children’s Christmas Service 

Rehearsal 10:00 – 11:00 AM 

Worship  3:00 PM  

 


