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Sermon for the Wedding of 
Nate and Mary 

 

God’s Glorious Plan for 
Nate & Mary 

Nate and Mary, it’s finally here. All the planning and praying 
has paid off. This day has been on your calendar for months. 
Invited guests are assembled. Family members and friends 
from far and near (15 states we figure) have come to share 
your joy and add their prayers and best wishes for a 
wonderful wedding and, far more important, a long, happy, 
and blessed marriage. 
 
That brings us to the obvious first question of the day, the 
question we have to answer first before we can begin to 
understand the key to your life together through all the days 
and years yet to be. This is the first question: just what is 

Text: Matthew 19:4-6 
 
“Haven’t you read,” he replied, 
“that at the beginning the 
Creator ‘made them male and 
female,’ and said, ‘For this 
reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two 
will become one flesh’? So 
they are no longer two, but 
one flesh. Therefore what God 
has joined together, let no one 
separate.” 
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marriage? Or, what are the two of you getting yourselves 
into anyway? If we were to put that question to the average 
person on the street, I’m sure we’d get all kinds of answers. 
Some would try to be serious, some might try to be funny, 
and others might give answers that wouldn’t be funny at all. 
For our purpose today, we want to get beyond mere human 
opinions on the subject. It’s surely no secret that today the 
millennia-old understanding of what constitutes marriage is 
being redefined by legislatures and courts in ways that 
change the long-standing and accepted definitions of the 
past. 

For our enlightenment on this first question, let’s go to the 
one who in the very beginning brought the first man and 
woman together and blessed their relationship. This 
definition comes not from some Supreme Court opinion. It 
comes from a far higher court and a more supreme authority 
than that. This definition comes from God, our heavenly 
Father. Listen to these words from Mt 19:4–6: “[Jesus] 
answered, ‘Have you not read that he who created them 
from the beginning made them male and female, and said, 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh”? 
So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God 
has joined together, let not man separate.’  ” That is God’s 
gracious intention for the two of you. He wants this 
relationship of the two of you, one man and one woman, to 
last a lifetime and bring you all the blessings and happiness 
that you want to share with each other. 
 
Let’s take a closer look at that idea. In many ways, it’s like 
the merger of two streams. Prior to their merger, they’re two 
separate streams. They come from different sources and 
follow different courses. But from the time of their merger, 
they’re no longer two streams. They’ve joined. They’ve 
become one. So it is to be with the two of you in marriage. 
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As two separate individuals, you’ve come from different 
families, different backgrounds and experiences. But from 
this day on in the merger of marriage, you are joining 
together in a union and relationship that God wants to bless 
so that it lasts as long as you both shall live. In a deep 
sense, he wants the two of you to become one in marriage, 
one family with common goals, hopes, and dreams. 
 
As you stand here today, I’m sure this is your intention as 
well. What God today joins together you surely do not want 
to divide and destroy. Yet the sad fact remains that fully half 
of the marriages that take place in our land do not last. 
Storms come, difficulties arise, disillusionments occur, and 
people start looking for the exit. 
 
Today that prospect is not on your radar. Today the future 
looks rosy. It’s full of green lights and blue skies. Just take a 
look at the two of you. Nate, all dressed up in wedding finery, 
looks like a knight in shining armor. And Mary looks like 
someone who just stepped out of a fashion magazine, a 
combination of Snow White and Cinderella in all their 
splendor. 
 
But that’s just on your wedding day. This day will soon be 
over, and then will come the realities of everyday existence. 
You’ll both discover that this person whom you love so much 
is a real down-to-earth human being with some traits, 
attitudes, ideas, and habits that may not always be to your 
liking. And there may be issues and problems that come that 
you simply can’t foresee today. Our wedding vows include a 
healthy dose of what might be in store. There are phrases 
such as “for richer or for poorer, for better or for worse, in 
sickness and in health, till death us do part.” If those kind of 
challenges come or, more likely, when they come, will your 
union stand the test? Will you still want this marriage, which 
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today has its beginning, to last the two of you a lifetime? Will 
your love last? Will it stand the tests that in all likelihood will 
come your way? I know that you want the answer to be a 
strong and certain yes! “What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man separate.” 
 
With that in mind, let me share with you God’s ingredients for 
a lasting and loving marriage. 
 
There’s an adage that says, “Well begun is half done.” In 
other words, a good start is critical. I call this the “first button 
principle.” When you’re buttoning your shirt, it’s very 
important to get the first button into the right buttonhole. If 
you get it wrong at the start, it will stay wrong all the way 
down. If you come into this marriage as two individuals each 
wanting your own way, you’re headed in the wrong direction. 
The issue here is who is going to be in charge in your life 
together. And Mary, the answer is . . . it must not be you. 
And Nate, the answer is that it must not be you either. 
There’s a third party who needs to take the lead. That’s what 
Jesus is talking about when he identifies life’s first priority. 
He says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness and the rest of the things you need will be 
yours as well” (Mt 6:33). 
 
Someone has put it this way, “The kingdom of God is the 
kingdom of right relationships.” If you have a right 
relationship with God, you’ll have a right relationship with 
yourself and with others. It all begins with God and placing 
him first in your life together. 
 
But to make this happen, you’re going to need some help. In 
fact, you need more than help. On your own, you can’t put 
God in the right place, the first place, in your life together. 
That’s because by nature, Mary, Nate, you do each have 
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yourselves in first place, taking the lead. That’s just quite 
simply the way we have all been ever since the first 
marriage, Adam and Eve’s, was messed up by their sin. By 
nature, we’re selfish, and no delightful attraction for another 
person, however strong it may be, can change that. We 
need God himself to change it. And he did. He sent his Son, 
Jesus Christ, to die for those sins of yours, to take them 
away. And when you were baptized, he created in each of 
you a new person, a new Mary, a new Nate, who believes in 
this saving death of Christ. This new person, because she, 
he, believes Jesus has now given you every truly good thing, 
even eternal life in heaven, no longer needs to be selfish, to 
look out for self. Christ already has. Now you can put 
someone else first—him. 
 
Today you’ve begun your marriage well by putting God first 
on your guest list, inviting him to bless your life and 
marriage. You’ve done what a couple long ago in faraway 
Cana of Galilee did for their wedding day. We’re told in John 
2 that they invited Jesus to be a guest at their wedding. It’s a 
good thing they did. The reception was just getting warmed 
up when a crisis arose. They ran out of wine. That was bad 
news; the celebration was all but over and much too soon. 
However, there was also good news: Jesus was there. This 
was a problem he could handle. You know the rest of the 
story. Water into wine. The best saved for last! Jesus 
performed his first miracle at their wedding. 
 
Today Christ is here at your wedding, and he stands ready 
to join you not just today but in all the days yet to be. He 
wants to be present not just at your wedding but, even more, 
in your marriage. Just as he performed a miracle in Cana, so 
he performs miracles in marriages today. His death on the 
cross, taking away the sin that separated you from God, 
means that when the storms of life blow, and they will, God 
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will be present with you to still the storms. Christ’s cross 
brings comfort in time of sorrow, strength in time of trials, 
forgiveness in times of failure, and above all, a kind of love 
that can heal all the wounds that sometimes life or people 
inflict on each other. All that and so much more he’ll bring to 
your marriage if you will just invite him to come. 
 
Today you’re here pledging to love each other for a lifetime. 
That’s easy to say and not near so easy to do. People talk a 
great deal about love. Songs are written to proclaim it. Poets 
write about it. But what does it mean really to love another 
person? Elizabeth Barrett Browning penned these words: 
“How do I love Thee? Let me count the ways.” Actions 
always speak louder than words. If you want a description of 
how love acts toward others, you can find no better one than 
those beautiful phrases penned by the apostle Paul in 1 Cor 
13:4–8. Listen: “Love is patient and kind; love does not envy 
or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful, it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love 
never ends.” That is no ordinary kind of love. That’s God’s 
kind of love. It’s the love he displayed toward us when he 
gave up even his beloved Son to be our Savior by that 
horrific death on the cross. It’s the kind of love Jesus wants 
to bring with him into your marriage. He is waiting and willing 
if you are. He will give it to you freely and fully. 
 
And then he asks you to share it with each other. Nate, just 
think of it this way: Wherever you find the word love in that 
passage from 1 Corinthians 13, insert your name instead. It 
will read like this: “Nate will be patient and kind. He will not 
envy or boast; he will not be arrogant or rude. He will not 
insist on his own way.” You get the idea. Mary, you do the 
same. Jesus says, “Love one another as I have loved you.” 
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Let the Lord love you with that kind of love, and then 
exchange it with each other. 
 

THE KEY TO A HAPPY, LIFELONG MARRIAGE 
IS KNOWING THE LOVE THE LORD HAS INVESTED 

IN YOU TWO. 
 

That kind of love, his love for you, endures. That kind of love, 
the love he has invested in you, never ends. With that kind of 
love, you have God’s guarantee—and you can’t do any 
better than that—that this marriage, which today has its 
beginning, will indeed last a lifetime and bring you the joy 
and happiness you’re seeking. That is my wedding prayer for 
the two of you. I know I’m joined by your family and friends 
when I say, “May God grant that to you for Jesus’ sake.” 
Amen. 


