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Sermon for the 19
th

 Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 
 

Who Was the Rich Man? 

The Pharisees were very covetous and greedy.  Jesus 
warned them where such behavior leads, namely, the flames 
of Hades. 

The rich man wore purple and fine linen.  You can picture 
here a man who always wears the most expensive clothes.  
He also feasted richly every day.  Of course, an occasional 
feast is not worth objecting to, especially if it is for a special 
occasion like a wedding.  But to party every day showed how 
gluttonous the rich man was.  He was living for himself and 
for the pleasures he could enjoy. 

Meanwhile, the poor man, Lazarus, was laid at the rich 
man’s doorstep, in hopes that surely a rich man could afford 

Text: Luke 16:19-21 
 
“There was a rich man who was 
dressed in purple and fine linen 
and lived in luxury every day. At 
his gate was laid a beggar 
named Lazarus, covered with 
sores and longing to eat what 
fell from the rich man’s table. 
Even the dogs came and licked 
his sores. 
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to show some kindness.  But the rich man would do no such 
thing.  We may imagine him stepping over Lazarus as he left 
his house.  We learn later that he even knew the beggar’s 
name.  Yet he could not be bothered to help.  Although he 
was clothed in fine linen, Lazarus was clothed in sores.  
Although he feasted richly, so that Lazarus would have been 
satisfied by crumbs from his table, instead the dogs lick at 
Lazarus. 

The rich man dies, and meets his eternal destiny in flames of 
torment.  In the story, we are not even told the rich man’s 
name, whereas God knows Lazarus by name and calls him 
to his eternal comfort. 

The rich man made money and property and pleasure his 
god.  So he ended in the place that such gods send their 
followers.  Greed that has no room for generosity finds its 
home where no comfort is ever found. 

Well thank heavens we are not greedy!  Thank heavens we 
do not enjoy pleasure to much! 

Or maybe we do.  We are Americans.  We live in the lap of 
luxury.  We enjoy our creature comforts.  We enjoy having 
food when and where we want it.  We enjoy having our large 
screen TVs and our video games and computers and i-pads 
and whatever we think we cannot live without. 

Few of us would ever consider fasting.  Few of us would 
consider cutting back on the things that we enjoy in order to 
have more to give for others. 

Although we should not think that it is wrong to enjoy life, we 
are not in any danger of living a Spartan life.  We pretty 
much enjoy whatever we want, whenever we want. 
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The hardest part of this is that we do not want to think of 
ourselves as greedy.  Yet we grasp and hold onto the 
possessions we have, whatever they are.  Even those of us 
with little hold onto that little for dear life.  No one likes to 
admit that they love possessions too much.  No one likes to 
admit that they covet, but we all do it. 

Like the Pharisees, the rich man most certainly would have 
said that he was not a greedy or gluttonous man.  We also 
excuse our excesses.  If we drink much or often, we can list 
out a number of reasons why it is not a sin.  If we feast more 
than is prudent, we justify our actions as virtuous. 

But Christ sees our hearts.  He knows the idols of pleasure 
that we set up there.  Instead of justifying ourselves, we 
should repent and amend our lives. 

Christ secondly turns the story to the matter of the Word.  
The rich man complains that the Word of God is not enough 
to convert people.  If someone were to rise from the dead, 
then they would repent. 

But Abraham answers the rich man, and he answers the 
Pharisees as well who refused to repent at the call of the 
Word.  Jesus turns the story toward them.  When Abraham 
speaks last, Jesus uses the present tense.  The English 
translation on our bulletin gets this wrong.  Jesus did not say 
that Abraham SAID these words.  No, Abraham SAYS these 
words.  Instead of being about the rich man, it becomes 
about the Pharisees. 

Jesus also speaks to you today.  Abraham also uses the 
present tense, and says to you, “If they hear not Moses and 
the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rise 
from the dead.” 
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There is a part of us that does not trust the power of the 
Word of God.  The Word is sufficient to create faith, but we 
cannot see this power.  We want to add something to the 
Word to make it effective. 

Perhaps you have heard words like this before.  “You know, 
if only this Church had ___blank___ , then it would be a 
great church,” or “The Gospel is good, but what would really 
make this congregation take off would be 
_____blank______.” Sometimes, it is about the pastor.  “He 
preaches well enough, but if only he was more __blank__, 
then I would attend more often.” 

If only this, if only that . . .  That is the voice of unbelief that 
lurks inside our flesh.  Perhaps a flashy show, or a wonderful 
miracle, or more emotional worship, or more personality from 
that dull pastor; many people have one or more 
requirements to attend a church.  But those requirements 
reveal what the real idol in their heart is.  The Word alone is 
not enough for them. 

So Abraham says to you, “If you will not listen to the Word, 
then you will not be convinced even if someone rises from 
the dead.” The Pharisees did not believe even when Christ 
raised Jairus’ daughter, and the young man from Nain, and 
Lazarus of Bethany.  Christ even raised Himself from the 
grave, but that was not enough for most of them. 

But you, hold onto this Word.  The Word is enough.  It is 
sacred and powerful and active to give full salvation and 
forgiveness, whatever our fleshly senses tell us. 

We have so often failed to hold this Word sacred.  We have 
failed so often to trust God, who speaks in this Word. 

Yet the Lord has compassion on us.  He did not ignore us as 
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we lay helplessly before Him, trapped in our own sins, 
covered with the sores of our uncleanness.  No, He stooped 
down to us by sending His Son into our flesh.  He 
experienced disease and pain and poverty and hunger for 
us.  He was despised and rejected by men as if He was the 
most repulsive outcast of all.  

He even experienced our sin, as He let the full weight of our 
guilt pile upon Him at Calvary.  All the idols that clutter our 
sinful hearts were counted against Him, so that He felt the 
full torment of Hades as He hung upon the Tree.  Yet He did 
not remain forever in torment, but rose again from death. 

Because Christ died and rose again, His Word is powerful to 
convert sinners like you and me.  The Word gives life 
through the Spirit, who always accompanies the Word to 
enter men’s hearts.  The Word is also joined with water so 
that we are dipped in a washing that forever keeps away the 
flames of Hades.  And through this Word He also feeds us 
the richest, most sumptuous feast ever in His Body and 
Blood upon this altar.  Although we are beggars unworthy of 
a single crumb, He gives the Meal above all meals here. 

Through the Word, the Father in heaven calls us by name; 
not father Abraham, but a far better Father who is full of 
mercy toward us sinners.  He pours out His gifts on us 
generously, although we deserve nothing.  He even has 
prepared an eternal feast of joy for you, so that for all that 
you suffer on this earth for the sake of Christ, you will be 
comforted far more in the life to come. we can live quiet and 
peaceful lives”. 


