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Sermon for the 14
th

 Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

Only One Narrow Door 

I heard a story a long time ago.  I don’t remember where I 
heard it or who told it, but I remember the story itself.  
Perhaps you remember hearing the story as well.  

There was an oasis in the middle of a desert of sand.  This 
oasis depended on a spring that ran very deep.  When other 
oases ran dry, this oasis still provided water to the thirsty 
land.  It was well known and many caravans camped in this 
oasis during their trek across the desert.  

The oasis did have one problem, however.  Like most of the 
surrounding desert, it was subject to vicious sand storms.  
These sand storms had vicious winds that drove these sharp 
little bits of sand at speeds that could scour the bark off of 
trees.  There were many very unpleasant ways to die in such 

Text: Luke 13:23-24 
  
And someone said to him, “Lord, 
will those who are saved be few?” 
And he said to them, “Strive to 
enter through the narrow door. For 
many, I tell you, will seek to enter 
and will not be able. 
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a storm.  These storms could pop up in a moment and they 
traveled faster than any camel or horse could run.  The only 
hope when you saw one of these storms coming was to find 
shelter and find it quickly.  

That was the reason that someone, long ago, built a shelter 
against such storms.  The shelter was a large, solid 
building.  It was built from the very bedrock that lay under the 
desert.  Once you were inside this shelter, a sand storm 
could come and you would hardly even hear it.  

There was a day when one of these horrible sand storms 
overtook several caravans that were camped out at this 
oasis.  One of the caravan leaders knew the shelter well.  He 
called out to the others, “Our only hope is to take shelter 
through this door!” He led his caravan through the door to 
safety.  Then he continued to call out to the other caravans, 
“Hurry!  Get in!  You will be safe in here.” Most of the 
caravans entered and were safe.  

But there was a foolish traveler who refused to enter the 
shelter.  He refused to enter because the door to the shelter 
was in an inconvenient place for him.  “That is a stupid place 
for a door,” he said.  “I want a door that is over here on the 
other side of the shelter.  I want a different way into the 
shelter.” Needless to say, when the storm was over and the 
travelers came out of the shelter, the only remains of that 
foolish traveler were his bones scoured white by the wind 
driven sand.  

We live in an oasis called life and there is a storm coming.  
The name of this storm is death.  The power of this storm is 
our sin.  Each and every one of us sins so each and every 
one of us must pass through this storm.  As the Holy Spirit 
inspired the Apostle Paul to write: [Romans 5:12] “Death 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%205.12
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spread to all men because all sinned.” So it is that death can 
pop up at any moment and there is no escape.  

Our only shelter at the time of death is the one Jesus offers 
to us in today’s Gospel.  Jesus said, “Strive to enter through 
the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and 
will not be able.” Here Jesus is like the wise caravan leader 
who called out to the others, “Our only hope is to take shelter 
through this door!” Jesus is telling us that there is a shelter 
for the time of death.  

Just as there was a foolish traveler at the oasis, there are 
many foolish travelers in this life.  Jesus talked about these 
travelers in His Gospel.  They are those who begin to stand 
outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us.’ 
They finally understand that it is dangerous to be outside the 
shelter, but it is too late.  Death has come and they are 
without protection.  They are forever lost outside the shelter 
where Jesus said, “There will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.”  

These people are so foolish that they condemn themselves 
with their own words.  For they begin to say, ‘We ate and 
drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.’ With 
these words, they tell the Master that they heard His words 
of warning.  He taught in their streets and they did not listen 
to Him.  Their own words say that they should have known 
better, but they ignored Jesus anyway.  They admit that they 
heard Jesus and they ignored Him.  And now that death has 
come, they are outside the shelter.  

The foolish traveler suffered a needless death.  Those who 
ignore Jesus, suffer a death that is far worse than death in 
this world.  In this world, death comes and then it is over.  In 
eternity, those who are outside the shelter suffer the process 
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of death forever.  It is never over.  As Jesus said, [Mark 9:48] 
“Their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.”  

So what is this shelter that Jesus proclaims?  It is 
[Ephesians 2:19–20] the household of God, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the cornerstone.  

Jesus Christ built this shelter with His perfect life and His 
sacrificial death.  Death receives its power from sin and so 
Jesus disarmed both sin and death by taking on our human 
flesh and offering it up as a sacrifice for sin.  He disarmed 
sin by enduring the full power of sin into Himself even though 
He never sinned.  His perfect life and His sacrificial suffering 
and death on the cross conquered sin and disarmed death.  
As the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle Paul to write: [1 
Corinthians 15:54–57] “‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’ ‘O 
death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your sting?’ 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But 
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”  

Nothing has changed since Luke recorded today’s account 
of Jesus inviting people into the only shelter from death.  
There are still foolish people who insist that the door into the 
shelter must be where they want it to be.  They insist that 
they should be able to create their own door into the shelter 
that protects from death.  They insist that it doesn’t make 
sense that Jesus is the only door into the shelter.  Basically, 
they insist that their personal philosophy should be just as 
valid as the revealed Word of God.  Such people are actually 
saying that something should be true just because they say 
it is true.  

Abraham Lincoln had a way of showing how foolish such 
people are.  Perhaps you have heard that he once asked a 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%209.48
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question: “If I were to say that a dog’s tail is a leg, how many 
legs would the dog have?” Most of the people who heard 
him ask the question would reply, “Well, then the dog would 
have five legs.” Lincoln would then reply, “No, the dog would 
still have four legs.  Just because I say that a tail is a leg, 
that does not make it into a leg.” We cannot change the truth 
just because we want it to change.  We cannot change the 
truth just because we don’t understand it.  We cannot 
change the truth just because we think it is not fair.  

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that the truth is that there is 
one door that leads to eternal life.  The rest of the Bible tells 
us that Jesus Himself is that door.  [John 14:6] Jesus said … 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.  Jesus made Himself the way 
with His perfect life and His sacrificial death.  He certified 
that He is the truth by returning to life after He died.  

Jesus now calls to you, “Enter through the narrow door.” He 
invites you into the only shelter of protection that survives 
our earthly death and protects us from eternal death.  Do not 
follow the foolishness of this world and try to find some other 
way into eternal life.  There is no other way that leads to life.  
All the other ways lead to eternal suffering.  

The shelter that Jesus offers is not just a mere shelter, but it 
is a never-ending celebration.  Jesus invites people from the 
four corners of the earth to celebrate at the table of the 
never-ending wedding feast that celebrates in the very 
presence of God.  Although there is only one door, this door 
is open to all people in all places and all times.  As Jesus 
Himself said, “Some are last who will be first, and some are 
first who will be last.”  

Which side of the door will you be on?  The answer to that 
question does not depend on you.  The Holy Spirit works 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.6
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through the power of God’s eternal Word to carry you 
through the door.  He works through the power of God’s 
Word as you hear it and as it is combined with the elements 
of the sacraments.  The only way for you to be outside the 
door is for you to reject the Holy Spirit and the gifts He gives 
to you through God’s Word.  

How blessed you are that Jesus Christ saved humanity in all 
times and in all places.  For as Christ’s saving work extends 
back in time to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and all the prophets, 
it also extends forward to include you.  For as God’s word 
and his sacraments spread from Jerusalem to east and 
west, and north and south, so also people will come from 
east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table 
in the kingdom of God.  That includes people who come Port 
Hudson as well. 

 


