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AS WE GATHER: “Pointless!” he cries. “Everything is 

pointless!” Such a cry may sound familiar to you. You’ll hear 

something like it in today’s Old Testament Reading. Do you 

ever feel that your work is pointless, a chasing after the wind? 

Do you ever feel empty at the end of a busy week? Do you 

ever scratch your head and wonder, “Is there a point to all of 

this?” If you do, you are not alone. You are not alone in 

feeling that way, nor are you alone as you seek to be renewed 

in your Savior’s presence today! As you gather with your 

family in Christ and rest from your labors during this hour of 

worship, God is at work! He is here by His grace to forgive 

your sins, to refresh your soul, and to fill you with new life by 

His Word and Spirit. Jesus comes to you today to give you 

meaning for your daily life and to fill you with joy in His 

presence! 

 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP: O Lord, grant us wisdom 

to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in 

heaven, that we may never despair but always rejoice and be 

thankful for the riches of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  

 

1  Joyful, joyful, we adore You, 

God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before You, 

Op'ning to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 

Drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

Fill us with the light of day! 

 

2  All Your works with joy surround You, 

Earth and heav'n reflect Your rays, 

Stars and angels sing around You, 

Center of unbroken praise; 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird and flowing fountain 

Praising You eternally! 

 

3  Always giving and forgiving, 

Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Well-spring of the joy of living, 

Ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Loving Father, Christ our Brother, 

Let Your light upon us shine; 

Teach us how to love each other, 

Lift us to the joy divine. 

 

4  Mortals, join the mighty chorus, 

Which the morning stars began; 

God's own love is reigning o’er us, 

Joining people hand in hand. 
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Ever singing, march we onward, 

Victors in the midst of strife; 

Joyful music leads us sunward 

In the triumph song of life. 
  

Text: Henry Van Dyke, Music: Beethoven, All Public Domain  

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Colossians 3:1–4 
 

Pastor: If then you have been raised with Christ, 

seek the things that are above, 

People: where Christ is, seated at the right 

hand of God. 

Pastor: Set your minds on things that are above, 

not on things that are on earth. 

People: For you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 
Pastor:  When Christ who is your life appears, 

People: then you also will appear with Him in 

glory. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: With minds and hearts set on things above, let 

us bow before our God. 

 

(In silence, we reflect on our need for the forgiveness and 

renewal of Jesus.) 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
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People: Almighty God, we come before You in the 

name of Him who sits at Your right hand, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. We admit that we 

have sinned against You and against one 

another in our thoughts, words, and deeds. 

We deserve only Your wrath and 

condemnation. Yet we know from Your Holy 

Word that You love us and have sent Your 

Son to rescue and deliver us. By His death, 

He has destroyed our death. By His rising 

again, He has brought us life and light. 

Forgive and renew us today, filling us with 

joy in Your presence. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, in His great mercy, has given 

His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sin. His joyful work is to redeem 

and restore you through Jesus’ death and 

resurrection! Upon this your confession, I, as a 

servant of Christ and as your pastor, forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen.  
 

INTROIT Psalm 51:10–12, Ecclesiastes 2:26a 

 

Pastor: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People: and renew a right spirit within me. 

 For to the one who pleases Him God has 

given wisdom and knowledge and joy. 

 

Pastor: Cast me not away from Your presence, 

People: and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

 For to the one who pleases Him God has 

given wisdom and knowledge and joy. 
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Pastor: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

People: and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen. 

KYRIE 
 

All:  Lord have Mercy 

  Christ have Mercy 

  Lord have Mercy 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE "This is the Feast of Victory" LW page 

161  

 

Refrain: 

 

    This is the feast of victory for our God. 

    Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

Whose blood set us free to be people of God? (Refrain) 

 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

And honor blessing and glory are his. (Refrain) 

 

Sing with all the people of God 

And join in the hymn of all creation.  

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. (Refrain) 

 

For the Lamb who was slain 

has begun his reign. Alleluia. (Refrain) 
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SALUTATION 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the 

treasures You have stored up for us in heaven, 

where Your Son is seated at Your right hand. 

Help us to find purpose in our labor and joy in 

Your promise to always be with us; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 

2:18–26 (Those who are wise find God-given joy in their 

labor.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM Psalm 100 (We enter the Lord’s presence with 

joy and gladness.) 

 

People: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the 

earth! 

Serve the LORD with gladness! 

Come into His presence with singing! 

Know that the LORD, He is God! 

It is He who made us, and we are His; 
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we are His people, and the sheep of His 

pasture. 

Enter His gates with thanksgiving, 

and His courts with praise! 

Give thanks to Him; bless His name! 

For the LORD is good; 

His steadfast love endures forever, 

and His faithfulness to all generations. 

 

EPISTLE Colossians 3:1–11 (Life in Christ changes our 

priorities.) 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Colossians 3:23–24a 

 

Pastor: Alleluia. Whatever you do, work heartily, as for 

the Lord and not for men, 

People: knowing that from the Lord you will receive 

the inheritance as your reward. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:13–21 (Jesus warns us of the 

devastating power of greed.) 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 

twelfth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

(The Gospel is read.) 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified died and 

buried; 

He descended into Hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven and sits on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  

HYMN OF THE DAY “I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus” LW 

408 

  

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY “Create In Me” page 175 LW  

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

and renew a right spirit within me, 

Cast me not away from Thy presence;  

and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation;  

and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

HYMN “Have No Fear, Little Flock” LW 410 

 

THE CLOSING COLLECT 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all 

goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your 

only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You 

that for His sake You have given us pardon and 

peace. As You have first come to us, enable us 

by Your Spirit to constantly come before You, 

taking all things to You in prayer; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION Colossians 3:1–4 

 

Pastor: If then you have been raised with Christ, 

seek the things that are above, 

People: where Christ is, seated at the right 

hand of God. 

Pastor: Set your minds on things that are above, 

not on things that are on earth. 

People: For you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 
Pastor:  When Christ who is your life appears, 

People: then you also will appear with Him in 

glory. 
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Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and 

 give you peace. Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Part 3. Copyright © 

2016 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

  

OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

We welcome our members and guests who are here with us 

today.  May the Lord refresh you with peace and love during 

our worship service on this Eleventh Sunday after 

Pentecost.  Please join us here at Ebenezer again soon!  

Please sign the guest register near the front entrance with 

your name, address and Church affiliation. 

 

Thank you to everyone who stayed last Sunday to help set 

up for Vacation Bible School.  It was quite a lot of work 

but well worth it for our VBS. 

 

Thank you also to everyone who brought food, shoes and 

the many other donations needed for VBS.  

 

VBS reports of final numbers and mission projects will be 

coming up in the next Bulletins. It takes time to process all 

that took place during our VBS. 

 

Some Preliminary VBS reports: (as of 7/28) 

 Attendance: 54 Students – 37 teachers and helpers 

 Pennies – 121.2 pounds 
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11 boxes of meals for Kid’s Against Hunger (4,752 

meals) 

 

T-Shirts are Coming – The Ebenezer Ladies Aid has ordered 

T-Shirts that are personalized with our Church’s name with a 

cross and a logo “I Love My Church”.  A picture is on the 

back bulletin board.  We will be taking orders after our initial 

order is received.  The prices will be between $8.00 and 

$12.00 depending on the size:  child through adult 5x.  They 

are navy blue.  Please look at the picture on the bulletin board 

at the back of Church. 

RADA Cutlery:  Our Ladies Aid has received a number of 

RADA Cutlery catalogs for you to look at.  If you would like 

to look at the catalog, please take one.  You can place your 

order using the forms in the catalog and then give it to Nancy 

Quinn or Margaret Zastrow.  These make excellent gifts! 

 

Cookbooks are still available – We still have some 

“Blessings From The Table” Cookbooks available.  Please 

see the sample on the table at the back of Church.  They are 

15.00 each and would make a wonderful Christmas gift! 

For more information, please see Nancy Quinn. 

 

Volunteers are needed – The New Haven Senior Center is 

needing some volunteers on Tuesday and Thursday.  For 

more information or if you would like to volunteer, please 

call Don Kappelmann at 573-694-2051. 

 

Robin McCoy Newsletter – Robin’s Newsletter for August 

is on the table at the back of Church. 

 

Getting Out the Word – Born in Missouri? Persons who 

were adopted get your original birth certificate.  If you were 

born before 1941, you can obtain your certificate of birth on 

August 29, 2016. For those born after 1940 you can obtain 
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yours on January 2, 2018. For more information contact: 

Missouri Adoptee Rights Movement, P.O. Box 14, Clark, MO 

65243. www.misouriadopteerightsmovement.com or 

missouriadopteerights@gmail.com. Debbie Donatti will be 

taking a van that can take 6 people to Jefferson City on 

August 29 if you would like to be there for the first day for 

getting original birth certificates. Debbie’s number is 573-

789-4257 

 

Stewardship Thoughts - Luke 12:15  And he said to them, 

"Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for 

one's life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions." Coveting is the opposite of being content with 

what God has given us. And the cure for coveting is twofold: 

thankfulness to God and generosity toward God’s purposes. 

So be on guard against all covetousness: acknowledge that 

your Father has given you all you need, and therefore be free 

and confident in directing the mammon of this world toward 

godly purposes.  

 

Former LCMS, seminary President Ralph Bohlmann: 

The Rev. Dr. Ralph Bohlmann, who served four terms 

(1981-92) as president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 

Synod and was named as the church body’s first president 

emeritus, died July 24 in St. Louis. He was 84. 

 

Bohlmann was president of Concordia Seminary from 1975 

to 1981. He joined the seminary faculty as a professor of 

systematic theology in 1960, and continued to teach there 

until his election as LCMS president. 

 

Bohlmann was one of five Concordia Seminary faculty 

members who remained on the faculty following the 

“confessional crisis” and “walkout” there in February 1974. 

The walkout involved a majority of the seminary’s faculty 

http://www.misouriadopteerightsmovement.com/
mailto:missouriadopteerights@gmail.com
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and students who held to a “moderate” view on the authority 

of Scripture and biblical inerrancy. 

 

While he was president of the seminary, Bohlmann played a 

pivotal role in rebuilding the school’s curriculum, faculty and 

student body, and by the end of his tenure, student population 

had surpassed pre-crisis days. 

 

His time as seminary president also was marked by 

significant growth in cultural offerings, with the founding of 

the World Mission Institute in 1977 and a pilot program to 

train Hispanic men and women to become lay workers — 

with a long-term goal of also preparing Hispanic pastors — 

beginning in 1979. That work led to the development of the 

seminary’s Center for Hispanic Studies. 

 

Some 325 people attended Bohlmann’s funeral July 27 in The 

Chapel of St. Timothy and St. Titus on the campus of 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. Read more about President 

Bohlmann  at our synodical website - lcms.org  

 

Has American Christianity Failed? Something went awry 

in American Christianity, leading to our country’s generic 

churches with their empty promises. The false teachings and 

dangerous practices common in American Christianity 

threaten to drown out the message of salvation—the message 

of Christ on the cross. In response to an American Christian 

culture in need of the Gospel, Concordia Publishing House 

announces the release of Has American Christianity Failed?, 

a new book from Pastor Bryan Wolfmueller. The individual 

reigns supreme in American culture, and American 

Christianity is no different. Amid this inward focus, the 

incredible work of Christ in His death and resurrection 

receives little attention. Pastor Wolfmueller combats the lack 

of focus on Christ with the fiercest weapon: the beautiful 

http://cph.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d%40.%3b5%3b%26JDG%3c%3d2%3c.%3b6.LP%3f%40083%3a&RE=IN&RI=748471&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=16763&Action=Follow+Link


15 

 

truth of the Gospel. Only in Christ can Christians find real 

comfort, joy, peace, freedom, and the sure hope of salvation. 

 

Throughout this book, Wolfmueller explains the mistaken 

beliefs of American Christianity in detail, using Scripture to 

analyze the pitfalls that attract many in our culture. For every 

use of reason or feeling, Pastor Wolfmueller responds with 

proper use of Law and Gospel to quash any claim that shifts 

the focus away from Christ. For American Christianity, no 

antidote apart from Christ suffices. 

 

“Wolfmueller . . . invites his readers to hear the Word of the 

cross and find their confidence in the sure and certain 

promises of Christ Jesus. This book will challenge, edify, and 

encourage faithful disciples of Jesus Christ in the context of 

our self-addicted and chaotic culture.” This book can be 

ordered from Concordia Publishing House, cph.org 

 

 

Those Serving Today 

 

Organist Saturday                     Jennifer Huellinghoff 

Organist Sunday                        Ruth Marschel 

Head Usher Saturday                Tracey Bade 

Head Usher Sunday                    Marvin Kassebaum 

Altar Guild                                  Joan Menke and 

                                                      Margaret Zastrow 

Acolytes                                        Danielle Gerding 

                                                      Trent Huellinghoff 

                                                       Ava Monzyk 

Bell Ringer                                   Cody Adams 
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Offerings and Attendance 

 

Weekly Contributions                 $ 969.00 

Plate                                                   50.00 

Sunday School                                  17.76 

                                                     $1,036.76 

 

Attendance:      Saturday Worship    16 

                           Sunday Worship       52 

 

Sunday School:      Children    4 

                                 Adults       18 

 

This Week at Ebenezer 

 

Tuesday                 Elders’ Meeting  7:00 PM 

   Adult Instruction 5:00 PM 

Friday                   Ladies Aid  1:30 PM 

Saturday           Worship with Holy Communion 5:00 

PM 

                                                        

 

 


