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Sermon for the 5
th

 Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Trying to Understand 
Spiritual Warfare 

Some people want to be actively involved in spiritual 
warfare.  In a certain sense, every Christian is involved in 
spiritual warfare.  But these people want more: to directly 
battle demonic forces and overcome the strongholds of our 
enemy, the devil.  They want to perceive the movements of 
evil around us.  They need to know where Satan is working, 
and understand what he is doing, in order to directly oppose 
him. 

But as we see in our Gospel text, spiritual warfare is a 
strange reality.  We see Christ having a conversation with a 
demon.  Why would the holy Lord exchange words with an 

Text: Luke 7:47-48 
 
  Then Jesus turned to the 
woman and said to Simon, "Do 
you see this woman? … I tell 
you, then, the great love she 
has shown proves that her 
many sins have been forgiven. 
But whoever has been 
forgiven little shows only a 
little love." Then Jesus said to 
the woman, "Your sins are 
forgiven." 
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unclean spirit from hell?  We might expect Christ to rebuke 
the demons and command them to come out of the man, as 
He did on other occasions. 

Not only does Christ hold a conversation with the demon, but 
He shows mercy to him, in a fashion.  When they beg to be 
sent into the herd of pigs instead of into the abyss of hell, 
Christ agrees to their request.  This also is strange to us.  
The pigs end up plunging off a cliff and drowning in a lake.  
We are not told what happened to the demons. 

Perhaps strangest of all is that the demon confessed the true 
identity of Christ, even before Saint Peter had his great 
confession.  The unholy demons know who Christ is, 
although it is a source of terror to them, not comfort.  But we 
would expect the unclean spirits to lie or slander Christ, 
rather than confess who He is. 

These odd events serve to show us that we are not able to 
perceive or understand or compete with these strange 
spiritual realities.  The rules for the invisible creation are not 
made clear to us in Holy Scripture, nor do we naturally know 
how things work with demons and angels and so forth.  
Those who claim to understand these matters are simply 
letting their feelings be their guide. 

Thank heavens it is not necessary that we understand or 
directly engage in spiritual warfare, at least not in the active 
sense meant by many people.  We are to remain faithful to 
the Word, and pray in general that God's will be done on 
earth as in heaven.  But we do not have to worry about 
detecting the specific invisible dangers around us.  The devil 
and his minions are out there, and they mean to do us harm.  
Yet it is not our responsibility to directly engage them. 
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Thank heavens we do not have to!  We would be lost and 
confused and far out of our league.  Those who think they 
are battling demons based on their own strength are sure to 
fail. 

Thanks be to God that Christ has faced the dangers and 
conquered our enemies so that we do not have to.  He faced 
the Legions of demons alone.  With just a few words, He 
could send them to flight.  He cast demons out over and over 
to show us that He was overturning the kingdom of 
darkness.  The devil was losing his grip on humanity, for 
God in human flesh lived among us to redeem us. 

Now we receive and enjoy the spoils of His victory over the 
demonic forces.  These spoils of war are given out here.  
The Word delivers to us salvation and eternal life.  The 
Sacraments rescue us from Satan's grasp and strengthen us 
against his schemes.  To battle Satan, we simply stand firm 
in the Word and in the truth of Christ.  We resist sin as the 
Spirit gives us ability, and then repent when we fail, as we 
sin much every day. 

At one time, we also were held under Satan's control in the 
kingdom of darkness, until the exorcism of water and the 
Word cast him out.  There was no way for us to free 
ourselves.  We could not compete with Satan's clever 
schemes then any more than we can now.  But now we have 
the Word of life, the very Word of the God-Man Jesus Christ, 
placed upon our lips and in our hearts to guard us from the 
evil one. 

Now that we are redeemed, we also have the opportunity to 
speak the Good News of Christ to others.  As the man set 
free in our text was sent to tell others, so we are sent into the 
world. 
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Speaking the Good News is not always the way we want it to 
be.  Sometimes we want it to be a dramatic event, where we 
can see a person be converted before our eyes in response 
to our message.  Sometimes, we want to be a bold 
missionary, whether far away or close to home.  But Christ 
so often sends us in humble, ordinary ways. 

The formerly demon-possessed man wanted to follow Christ 
and be a disciple.  But Christ sent him to go tell his 
neighbors.  Likewise, Christ sends us in our vocations, 
wherever God calls us to be in life.  He puts us in contact 
with others, sometimes in family relationships, sometimes in 
the workplace.  Sometimes he gives us specific 
responsibilities to teach others the Word of God, as parents 
have to their children.  But often He leaves us free to see 
and act upon whatever opportunities come to us. 

Often, we are timid, in spite of the powerful Word placed on 
our lips.  We might think that if only we had witnessed a 
grand, visible miracle, then we would surely be bold 
witnesses. 

Sometimes, people look for such miracles in their lives, so 
that when they witness to others, they are telling them the 
ways God takes care of them.  That is not really evangelism, 
which is what we want to do.  Evangelism is to tell the Good 
News of salvation.  As Christ told the man, "Declare how 
much God has done for you."  He was obviously talking 
about the act of redemption that Christ had performed in 
freeing him from Satan's power. 

Simply telling how God takes care of us in daily life is not 
speaking about redemption.  Only this Word of the Gospel is 
what saves and converts a person from the kingdom of 
darkness into the light of Christ. 
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Part of the problem is, when we speak the Gospel, we are 
not speaking about what we have directly seen.  Most all of 
us did not experience the casting out of demons from us.  
We are not the kind of witnesses who speak about visible 
spiritual events.  We were not there when they crucified our 
Lord, nor when He rose.  The disciples could bear witness to 
these things, but we cannot witness to what happened two 
thousand years ago. 

We can report what the disciples reported, which has been 
handed down to us through the written Scriptures.  But the 
events that we see are hidden.  The Word has delivered the 
salvation of Christ to us, but we cannot visibly see that 
salvation.  The Cross has come to us through water and 
through bread and wine.  But we do not see the Cross, only 
the water.  We taste the wine, but our taste buds cannot 
detect the Blood that is in, with, and under it. 

But we can witness to these things, adding to them the 
testimony of faith: "I was baptized with water, and by this 
baptism I have been saved."  Even though I saw the water 
and could not see the salvation, I can still testify that this was 
the work of God in Christ Jesus to rescue me, a poor sinner. 

We may feel sometimes that witnessing to hidden realities is 
weak and unconvincing.  We want a persuasive witness, like 
a man who had been known for years to be demon-
possessed, now suddenly showing up in his right mind.  
What a witness that must have been! 

But notice in our text that the people did not react with 
enthusiasm to this rescued man.  His appearance frightened 
them, along with the strange event with the herd of pigs.  
Even when they were told how he had been healed, the 
people did not hail Christ as the Savior and welcome Him.  



 6 

No, they asked the Lord to leave. 

You see, spiritual matters are always strange to people, 
even if they are not as bizarre as the demons and the herd 
of pigs.  Sometimes, when we speak the Good News of 
Christ, people will react negatively.  It does not matter how 
persuasive we think we are, or how dramatic our words.  The 
true, hidden spirituality will always be strange to others. 

But the Word of God on your lips is always enough, because 
it is the same Word in the mouth of our Lord that is more 
powerful than legions of demons.  It is the same Word that 
broke Satan's hold of ownership upon us, whether 
accompanied with water at the Font or entering our ears at 
the witness of another.  We will seldom if ever see or feel the 
power of this Word as we speak it, or see its dramatic effect 
on others.  But we can depend on this Gospel, that it is the 
power of God for all who have faith.  This Word is enough, 
even if spoken in the simplest, most ordinary way with our 
faltering, clumsy tongues. 

This also is part of the strange spiritual reality.  Why should 
spoken words hold enough power to rescue a person from 
the devil?  Why should a bit of splashed water cast out 
demons?  Why should bread and wine give forgiveness, 
salvation, and life?  We are used to such things, so we forget 
how odd it is that God works among us through these tools. 

All this strange spiritual reality reached its climax in the 
Cross.  There, Christ achieved victory in death - how 
strange!  The most powerful One allowed Himself to be 
conquered.  The Innocent One was condemned as the worst 
criminal.  In this way, what Satan thought was victory 
became his defeat. 
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How strange is this warfare where shed Blood purchases a 
kingdom!  How strange that even death was turned inside 
out into life!  For in Christ, the strange, hidden realities 
became visible.  The warfare that we cannot fully understand 
culminated in God's Son on the Cross, shouting out His 
victory with the words, "It is finished!" 

Stranger and stranger, His death counts as our redemption, 
as He received all that is ours.  He took our sin and guilt and 
death.  In return, we have received all that is His.  So we 
have the holiness and life of the Son of God.  We who 
wandered naked, as it were, with the shame of our sinful 
uncleanness, are now clothed in the glorious righteousness 
of Christ, the Son of the Most High God. 

All this is the strange spiritual reality that is ours through 
faith. 

When we see how great His redemption is, that Legions 
were conquered for us, then we want to tell others of this 
wonderful salvation.  It is not a burdensome labor, but a joy 
to speak of what God has done for us in His Son. 

If we flee from Christ as the pig-herders did, then of course 
we will neither learn nor speak of Him to others.  We would 
be consumed by our fear of what we do not understand. 

But knowledge and wisdom and a right mind are at the feet 
of Christ, learning from Him, adoring His Word.  This Word is 
then placed on our lips as He sends us into the world, ready 
to speak it to others. 

As we go out into the world, we may at first fear that we are 
being sent out alone.  Like the former demon-possessed 
man, we may beg that we could remain with Christ.  But 
Christ sends us out with the words, "Lo, I am with you 
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always, even to the end of the age."  Neither the man nor we 
go out alone, but the almighty Lord in human flesh is with us. 

We also need not fear the powers of the enemy in the world, 
for they are already conquered.  They may succeed in 
hurting us for a little while, or even taking our earthly lives.  
But the true life, the hidden life, is ours forever.  Our fate is 
not the darkness and the abyss of eternal death, where the 
demons go.  But our fate is resurrection and eternal joy, 
where all fear is banished.  What is hidden will become 
visible for us, particularly the face of our Lord in glory, in that 
place where the demons will never go. 

 


