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Sermon for the 3
rd

 Sunday 
after Pentecost 

  

Blame, Consequence, and 
Gospel Truth 

The truth hurts!  Well…maybe not always, but the truth does 
hurt when you don’t want to hear it, doesn’t it?  The truth has 
a way of cutting deepest when you’re trying your hardest to 
avoid it.  We’ve all been there.  For me, the times that the 
truth hurts the most is when I know I’ve done something 
wrong, I’ve apologized, “forgiveness” and “reconciliation” has 
already taken place, and yet I’m still having my face rubbed 
in the ugly truth of my error.  “Remember that time you did 
that terrible thing?” That sort of truth really hurts.  In fact, it 
kills.  It kills trust.  It kills friendship.  It kills faith.  

Text: 1 Kings 17:17-24 
So she said to Elijah, “What do 
I have to do with you, O man 
of God? You have come to me 
to bring my iniquity to 
remembrance, and to put my 
son to death!” 
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With this in mind, we can certainly relate to the pain that the 
widow was feeling when she cried out to Elijah, “What have 
you against me, O man of God?  You have come to me to 
bring my sin to remembrance and to cause the death of my 
son!” Understand: I don’t mean to say that we can all relate 
to the widow’s pain over losing her child.  Most, if not all of 
us, simply cannot relate to this devastating, crushing loss.  
Some of you can however.  Some of you are all too familiar 
with the ugly truth that says that one of the greatest 
tragedies in life is when a parent has to bury their child.  My 
heart goes out to you.  However…that’s not the relational 
pain I speak of here.   

Did you catch that last part of what the grieving widow said 
to Elijah?  “You have come to me to bring my sin to 
remembrance and to cause the death of my son!” Did you 
notice that she didn’t phrase this in the form of a question?  
For her, it was a statement of ugly, painful truth, perhaps 
even a little bit of blame.  “You have come here just to rub 
my face in my sin!  You have come here to punish me for my 
sin by taking my only son from me!” For her, this was the 
painful truth, and she was not shy in letting Elijah know.  
However, just because she believed this to be the truth, 
does it necessarily mean that this was the truth?  Was Elijah 
to blame for the death of the son?  Was God to blame?  Was 
God actually punishing this woman for her sins by killing her 
one and only son?  She certainly thought so.   

I won’t ask for a show of hands, but I’m quite sure that there 
has been a time or two in your life that you’ve maybe felt like 
God is punishing you for your sinful indiscretions—past or 
present.  I know I have.  Some of you may be saying, “No, 
not me.  Not ever,” but that just means two things: Either you 
have a terrible memory or you’re a liar.  Feeling this way is 
quite natural.  That doesn’t make it right, but it is natural.  It’s 
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kind of a default setting for us sinful children of Adam. That’s 
what makes the widow’s statement so relatable to us.  We’ve 
all been there.  Sometimes life hurts.  Being a faithful 
Christian in this world is hard enough.  We don’t need any 
additional obstacles.  The truth of sin hurts us enough as it 
is.  To have more trial and tribulation thrust into your life can 
cause anyone to come unhinged a bit.  “What’s the deal, 
God?  I know I’m not perfect, but come on!  I know I’ve done 
wrong.  I’ve apologized.  I’ve repented of my sin.  I don’t 
deserve all this misery!  I thought ‘it is finished’ meant that it 
is finished.  Why are you still punishing me?  I don’t need my 
face rubbed in my sins, God!”  

That probably hits a little close to home for us, doesn’t it?  It 
should.  After all, nothing has changed!  It’s amazing how 
often we sound just like the widow when life hits some 
bumps in the road.  It’s amazing how often we dare to put 
the blame on God when we experience the consequences 
and results of sin in our lives.  Blaming God and getting 
angry at God is nothing new…but that doesn’t mean that our 
blames and accusations are the truth.  The truth is that 
because of sin and the consequences of sin, “bad things” 
still happen to us, and we, because of our sinful foolishness 
still wrongly believe the lies that God is somehow angry with 
us and punishing us when we experience these sad and 
painful consequences and results of sin.  How arrogantly 
foolish of us!  We dare to take the credit when things go well 
in life, but we’re so quick to point the finger and assign 
blame on anyone else, including God, when things don’t go 
as planned.   

That brings us to the point of our lesson today.  If you 
remember, I called your attention to the fact that the widow 
made a statement to Elijah in her anguish.  She didn’t 
phrase it in the form of a question.  Did you notice 
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throughout all of this that Elijah never corrects her?  He 
never says, “You’re wrong.  You’re not being punished for 
your sin.  Rather, you are witnessing and experiencing the 
consequences and results of sin.  God is not to blame and 
neither am I.  Sin is to blame.” That lack of clarification and 
correction creates some uneasiness for us, doesn’t it?  Does 
Elijah’s silence mean that perhaps God really does actively 
punish us in the present for the sins we commit?  Is there 
something to be said to the popular notion of karma?  Is 
there a chance that Elijah really was sent to this woman—by 
God—to take her son as payment/punishment for her sinful 
transgressions?  Is wrong question!  

Think about Jesus’ own earthly ministry.  When He and the 
disciples cross paths with a man who had been blind from 
birth, they asked the same wrong questions.  They asked 
who’s sin the poor chap was being punished for—his or his 
parents.  Jesus responds, “It was not that this man sinned or 
his parents, but this happened so that the works of God 
might be displayed in him.” With this in mind I ask you: Did 
God send Elijah to this woman to kill her son and rub her 
nose in her sin?  Did God the Father send Jesus to the 
funeral procession in our Gospel lesson today to bring the 
hammer down on the poor widow who was burying her only 
son; a circumstance which also basically meant a death 
sentence for her too?   

Absolutely not!  God sent Elijah to this Gentile woman to 
reveal to her—and to all of God’s people for all time—that 
He [God] is the glorious answer to deadly sin.  Jesus went to 
the widow in the Gospel lesson out of compassion and 
mercy and love, not out of an angry desire to inflict more 
pain and punishment.  He went to the casket and did the 
unthinkable—He reached out and touched death, not to 
punish, but to bring pardon and peace and life to a bad 
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situation.  In both of these sad and grievous instances, God 
is not the problem.  He is the cure.  He is the truth of life that 
overcomes and vanquishes the enemies of sin, death, and 
the devil.  God truly does make the most of these bad 
situations that were brought about because of sin.  God uses 
these bad situations to make His glory and unconditional 
love and mercy known to people who were miserable and 
suffering and in need.  

And it’s amazing what God can accomplish when you let 
Him work.  When Elijah’s widow beheld her once-dead son 
now alive and well solely because of the life-giving Word of 
God, she knew—without a doubt—that the words of this 
simple man who stood and spoke in the stead and by the 
command of Almighty God were the life-giving words of 
Gospel truth.  She faithfully confessed that life-giving truth.  
In the same way, when the funeral procession bore witness 
to the life-restoring words and ways of Jesus, they, too, 
fearfully and joyfully glorified God, saying, “A great prophet 
has arisen among us!  God has visited His people!” They got 
it.  They understood.  They recognized the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life in their midst.   

One of the names the devil goes by is “deceiver.” The devil 
gives you his version of the truth, which really isn’t truth at 
all.  It’s a lie.  It’s death.  It’s damnation.  It’s enmity with 
God.  Sadly, people still go through life continually believing 
his lies, and not just the ones that have to do with God 
punishing you for your sin.  “I don’t need to go to church.  It’s 
filled with a bunch of hypocrites anyway!  I can’t go to 
church.  I’m not right with God yet.  Things are pretty good in 
my life.  God must be happy with me.” I always wonder: Is 
God happy with you, or is He mercifully patient and long-
suffering with your sinful foolishness?  “Things are bad in 
your life.  God must be punishing you for some secret sin we 
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don’t know about.” Many a good Christian foolishly believes 
these sorts of lies.  Many a good Christian foolishly believes 
that their good works, their health, wealth, and well-being, 
and their good name all play a role in their salvation; a small 
role perhaps, but a contributing role nonetheless.  And in 
that way I don’t want you to be deceived.  Even “good, God-
fearing Lutherans” fall into this web of lies.  “I punch the 
clock every Sunday.  I tithe.  I volunteer my time and talents.  
That all counts for something, right?”  

No!  If any of that played any role whatsoever in your 
salvation, then Jesus died for nothing.  If all that counted 
towards salvation—in even the smallest way—then all you 
would have to do is try harder, and the death of God was 
completely unnecessary and unwarranted.  Do not be 
deceived!  The plain and simple truth is that you and I and all 
mankind are worthless, lifeless corpses of sin apart from 
God and His amazing grace.  Graciously and unconditionally 
God makes us alive through Christ alone and because of 
Christ alone.  As St. Paul tells us, we are saved by God’s 
grace alone, which He freely bestows upon us because of 
the all-redeeming death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
alone.   

To all of you struggling today to bear the different crosses 
you bear, the truth may hurt, but it’s a truth we all need to 
hear: Sin—your sin, my sin, and all sin—not God—is the 
cause and the reason and blame for all the pain and 
suffering and death in our lives and in the world.  That’s the 
deadly, painful truth, like it or not.  Jesus Christ, however, is 
the cure.  He is God’s response to the deadly lies of sin, 
death, and the devil.  He is the living, almighty and all-
powerful truth of God’s grace, mercy, and unconditional love 
for us.  Consider this truth as you suffer and struggle: Your 
crosses are wonderful opportunities for God, through you 



 7 

(and sometimes even in spite of you), to make His glory 
known; to reveal His life-giving, life-saving truth of Christ 
crucified and resurrected for all mankind.  Give thanks for 
these crosses.  As St. Paul says, “Since we have been 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by 
faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's 
love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who has been given to us” (Rom 5:1-5).  

May this Gospel truth of your justification through faith alone 
in God’s unconditional and unmerited love and grace alone 
because of the all-redeeming death and resurrection of 
Christ alone be your blessed faith and truth and hope, now 
and into all of eternity.  

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.1-5

